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FIRST NOTICE CONCERNING THE WORLD CONGRESS AND THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY ï 
SENT AUGUST 11, 2007 
 
TO ALL FISP MEMBER SOCIETIES ï À TOUTES LES SOCIÉTÉS MEMBRES DE LA FISP:                              
(VERY IMPORTANT ï TRÈS IMPORTANT) 
 

 
(1) The time of the World Congress in Seoul is drawing nearer. The website, 
www.wcp2008.or.kr, is working; registrations are being accepted; and in particular our Korean 
colleagues are accepting applications for meetings of member societies (as well as individual 
submissions and applications for round tables, of course). Some of you have already made 
proposals to me or to others over the past year and more, but it would be best if you would 
now re-send them to the spot indicated on the website, entitled ñSociety Meetingsò; while 
those member societies that have not yet made proposals should now do so. The deadline 

http://www.wcp2008.or.kr/
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for such proposals is September 1, but applications will be accepted until January 1 if there is 
still room. Remember that all participants in these meetings must register and pay the fee. 
(2) In preparation for the FISP elections during the meeting of the General Assembly of 
member societies in Seoul, we now solicit nominations for the new FISP Steering Committee 
as well as for the next President of FISP. For the first time, there will be no automatically 
continuing members of the Steering Committee; all will be elected for a 5-year term, from 
2008-2013. Unless the General Assembly chooses to overturn the change in by-laws voted 
by the present Steering Committee, no age limitation will be imposed henceforth. However, 
the rule limiting Steering Committee members to 15 years on the committee continues in 
effect, and so certain members of the present Steering Committee are ineligible for re-
election. Others have declared their wish not to be considered for re-election to the Steering 
Committee. In accordance with the statutes, the current Steering Committee has the right to 
nominate eligible members who wish to be renominated, and at its June meeting it exercised 
this right. The list of those who have been renominated (subject to future correction; I may 
have missed someone, and if so I shall inform you later) is as follows: Professors Calvo-
Martinez, Çotuksöken, Dascal, Fung, Gueye, Hountondji, Kaltchev, KȊle, Lehrer, Moran, 
Nagl, Niiniluoto, Poser, Rojo Ruiz, Scarantino, Stepaniants, Sweet, Tran Van Doan, and Yao. 
But it is acceptable to have nominations made for the same person by more than one 
organization, so that you are welcome to ñsecondò the nominations of one or more of these 
individuals if you wish to do so. 
    Steering Committee members are not supposed to represent simply their own countries; 
on the other hand, the statutes specify that there can only be one Steering Committee from 
any given country, with three exceptions: citizens of the United States as well as from the 
World Congress host country (in this case, the Republic of Korea), from which there can be 
up to two Steering Committee members, and individuals who have been nominated by 
international member societies, from which group there can be one additional Steering 
Committee member from any given country. (Those on the list above from the present 
Steering Committee also fall under the one-per-country limitation, unless they have also been 
nominated by one of the international member societies.) 
    Anyone whom you nominate should have expressed a clear commitment to attend the 
annual meetings of the Steering Committee (beginning with the meeting the day before the 
end of the World Congress) and otherwise to be involved in FISP activities as the occasion 
arises. A nomination should include a brief c.v. ï 10 lines or so will suffice ï and a statement 
by the candidate concerning what he or she hopes to contribute to FISP.  
    The Steering Committee is to consist of between 19 and 29 members, all of whom must 
have received at least 15 votes in secret balloting at the General Assembly meeting (unless 
fewer than 19 receive 15 votes, in which case candidates with the highest number of votes 
below 15 will be added until the number of 19 is reached). 
    Please send me your nominations, in the form that I have stipulated, as soon as possible, 
but in any case not later than May 1, so that they can be included in the spring 2008 
Newsletter on the FISP website. Nominations will be closed after May 1. 
    Nominations for the next President of FISP should also be sent to me in similar form, 
subject to the same deadline. The election to the Presidency at the General Assembly 
requires a majority vote, with a run-off election between those with the two highest numbers 
of votes if no one receives an absolute majority on the first ballot. The only restriction on 
candidates for President is that no President can be immediately re-elected. 
    In preparing the agenda for the meeting of the General Assembly, we invite you to submit 
items to be considered; the deadline will be the same, the first of May. 

 
 

(1) Lôheure du Congr¯s Mondial de S®oul sôapproche. Le site web, www.wcp2008.or.kr, 
fonctionne, on accepte les inscriptions, et en particulier nos collègues coréens sont en train 
dôaccepter des propositions pour des r®unions de nos soci®t®s membres (aussi bien que des 
soumissions des communications individuelles et des propositions pour des tables rondes, 
bien sûr). Tandis que quelques-unes parmi vous ont déjà envoyé des propositions, ou bien à 
moi ou bien ¨ dôautres personnes, pendant ces derniers mois, il est souhaitable que vous les 

http://www.wcp2008.or.kr/
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renvoyiez maintenant au site web, ¨ lôendroit qui sôappelle ñSociety Meetingsò, et que les 
sociétés membres qui veulent proposer des r®unions, mais qui ne lôont pas encore fait, le 
fassent aussi tôt que possible. La date limite pour de telles propositions est le 1er septembre, 
mais on continuera ¨ en accepter jusquôau 1er janvier sôil reste encore de la place. Rappelez-
vous que tous les participants dans ces r®unions doivent sôinscrire et payer la somme exig®e. 
(2) Afin de pr®parer les ®lections de la FISP qui se tiendront ¨ lôAssembl®e G®n®rale de nos 
sociétés membres à Séoul, nous invitons maintenant vos nominations pour le nouveau 
Comité Directeur de la FISP aussi bien que pour le prochain Président de la FISP. Pour la 
premi¯re fois il nôy aura pas de continuations automatiques pour une cat®gorie des membres 
du CD, donc tous seront élus pour une période de cinq années, de 2008 à 2013. A moins que 
lôAssembl®e G®n®rale vote ¨ renverser le changement dans les r¯glements approuv® par le 
CD actuel, d¯s maintenant il nôy aura plus de limites ¨ cause de lô©ge. Par contre, la r¯gle qui 
limite la durée de participation dans le CD à 15 ans reste en  vigueur, et par conséquent il y a 
certains membres du CD actuel qui ne sont pas éligibles à être re-®lus. Il y en a dôautres qui 
ont exprimé leurs désirs de ne pas être considérés pour être re-élus. Selon les règlements de 
la FISP, le CD actuel a le droit de nominer lui-même ceux parmi les membres éligibles qui le 
veulent, et à sa réunion en juin le CD a utilisé ce droit. Voici la liste de ceux qui ont été 
nomin®s (si jôai oubli® quelquôun, je corrigerai mon erreur plus tard): les Professeurs Calvo-
Martinez, Çotuksöken, Dascal, Fung, Gueye, Hountondji, Kaltchev, KȊle, Lehrer, Moran, Nagl, 
Niiniluoto, Poser, Rojo Ruiz, Tran Van Doan, et Yao. Il reste possible dôailleurs de accepter 
des nominations de la même personne de la part de plusieurs organisations, donc vous 
pouvez renforcer, pour ainsi dire, nôimporte laquelle de ces nominations si vous en avez 
envie. 
  Les membres du CD ne sont pas censés représenter leurs propres pays exclusivement; 
en m°me temps, selon les r¯gles de la FISP il ne peut pas y avoir plus dôun membre du CD 
venant dôun pays particulier, avec les exceptions suivantes: (1) les Etats-Unis et (2) le pays 
hôte du Congrès Mondial (en ce cas-ci, la Cor®e), dôo½ il peut y avoir deux membres, et (3) 
des individus nominés par une société membre internationale, dont il peut y avoir un 
membre supplémentaire venant dôun pays donn®. (Ceux qui se trouvent sur la liste au-dessus 
tombent ®galement sous la r¯gle dôun seul membre par pays, ¨ moins quôils soient nomin®s 
par une société internationale.) 
 Les personnes que vous nominez devraient avoir lôintention dôassister aux réunions 
annuelles du CD, en commençant avec la réunion qui aura lieula journée avant la fin du 
Congr¯s Mondial de S®oul, et dô°tre impliqu®es dans dôautres mani¯res dans les activit®s de 
la FISP selon le besoin. Une nomination consiste dôun bref c.v. ï 10 lignes, plus ou moins, 
suffiront ï et dôune d®claration de la part du candidat qui explique ce quôil ou elle esp¯re 
contribuer à la FISP. 
 Le CD se compose dôentre 19 et 29 membres, dont tous auront d¾ recevoir au moins 15 
voix dans le vote secret de lôAssembl®e G®n®rale (¨ moins quôil y ait moins de 19 personnes 
qui reçoivent 15 voix, auquel cas les candidats ayant reçu le plus grand nombre de voix au-
dessous de 15 seront ajout®s jusquôau minimum de 19). 
 Veuillez môenvoyer vos nominations, selon le formulaire que je viens de spécifier, 
aussit¹t que possible, mais en tout cas avant le 1er mai, afin quôon puisse les inclure dans le 
Bulletin du printemps 2008 sur le site web de la FISP. Les nominations seront fermées à partir 
du 1er mai.     
 Des nominations pour le prochain Pr®sident de la FISP devraient mô°tre envoy®es selon 
le même formulaire et avant la même date limite. Le Président doit être élu par une majorité 
des d®l®gu®s ¨ lôAssembl®e G®n®rale; si personne nôobtient une majorit® absolue au premier 
scrutin, il y en aura un second entre deux personnes qui auront obtenu le plus grand nombre 
de voix au premier. En ce qui concerne le Président, il y a une seule limite dans les règles de 
la FISP: le Président actuel ne peut pas être immédiatement re-élu. 
 En pr®parant lôagenda pour la r®union de lôAssembl®e G®n®rale, nous vous invitons § 
soumettre des questions à être considérées; la date limite sera la même, le 1er mai. 
 
Cordially/cordialement,   William L. McBride, Secretary 
General/Secrétaire Général 
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XVth IN TERNATIONAL PHILOSOPHY OLYMPIAD -- ANTALYA, 

TURKEY, MAY 18-21, 2007                            
 

  DELEGATION LIST  
         COUNTRY                   DELEGATION   LEADER        TEACHER              STUDENTS                                                        
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1 ARGENTINA  

 

                X             X 

 

Victoria Murphy 

2 AUSTRIA  

 

Franz Poell 

 

Barbara Conrad 1.Matthis Hoernes 

2.Cristoph 

Schachenhofer 

3 BULGARIA  Ivan Gueorguiev 

Kolev 

Orlin Ivanov 

Yordanov 

1.Hristo Hristov 

Todorov 

2.Milena Alexandrova 

Alexandrova 

4 CROATIA  Bruno Churko 

 

Nives Triva 1.Luka Lambrasha 

2.Ema Mendjusic-

Skugor 

5 ESTONIA  Leo Luks X 1.Diana Aitai 

2.Heidi Meriste 

6 FINLAND  Juha Savolenien Ukri Puliainen 1.Tommi Pajala   

2.Elina Riuttanen  

7 GERMANY Gerd Gerhardt 

 

Sol Gonzalez 

Gerndt 

1.Alexander Johann 

2.Theresa Deworetzki 

8 GREECE  Myrto Dragona-

Monachou 

 Nikos Kakalis 

 

1.Amalia Arseni 

2.Ioanna Stavropulou 

9 

 

HUNGARY 

 

Pató Attila 

 

Márta Takács 1.Bernát Iváncsics 

2.Márk Dolinka 

10 ISRAEL  Cohen Yael Noa Leivowitz 1.Yotam Gafni 

2.Uri Obolskia 

11 ITALY  Giovanna Ceresola 

 

X 1.Luca Vegetti  

2.Barbara Bosìa  

12 JAPAN Muneharu Kitagaki 

 

Yoshihiro 

Hayashi  

1.Nanako Kurioka  

2.Maki Sakuma  

13 LITHUANIA  Jurate Baranova 

 

Laura Junutyté 1.Paulius Griténas 

2.RȊta Jurk®anaite 

14 NORWAY  Thor S. Grødal  

 

X 1.Bjørn  Langseth 

2.Ravneberg Martēn 

Thømt  

15 POLAND Jósef  Niznik 

 

X 1.Daria Cybulska   

2.Filip Taterka     

16 ROMANIA  Florina Otet 

 

Eugene  Stoica 

 

1.Corina Cristina  

Lefter 

2.Elena Alexandra 

Corbu 

17 

 

RUSSIA Larisa Retynskikh 

 

              X  1.Yekaterina Zvonova 

2  2. Larissa Dilger  

 

18 SERBIA  Andrej Mitic 

 

 X Stefan Stefanovic 

19 SLOVENIA Alenka Hkadnik 

 

Marjan Simenc 

 

1.Martin Hergouth 

2.Klara Kropivsek 
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ORGANIZING COMMITTEE  
 

Honorary President 

Prof. Dr. Ioanna Kuçuradi 

President of the Philosophical   Society of Turkey 

Past President of FISP 

President 

Nuran Direk 

President of the Section Philosophy for Children, 

Philosophical Society of Turkey 

Secretary 
Prof. Dr. Hasan Aslan 

Head of the Department of Philosophy, Akdeniz University 
(Antalya) 

Prof. Dr. Mustafa Akaydēn Rector of Akdeniz University 

Prof. Dr. Betül Çotuksöken Vice-President of the Philosophical   Society of Turkey 

Ass. Prof. Dr. Yusuf Örnek Philosophical Society of Turkey 

Mr. Ahmet Altay President of the Department of Cultural Affairs, Akdeniz  

University 

Mr. Kemal Özgen President of the Antalya Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
 

Ms. G¿lĸen ¥z 
Philosophy Teacher at Ķstanbul American Robert College, Section 

of  Philosophy for Children of the Philosophical Society of Turkey 
 

Ms. Seda Ünal 
Philosophy Teacher at Antalya Anadolu College, Section of 

Philosophy for Children of the Philosophical Society of Turkey 

Ms. Saliha Yiĵiter Antalya  Coordinator  

 

GUESTS 
 

 

Ms.Moufida Goucha 
Chief of the Human Security,  Democracy and Philosophy Section   

UNESCO 

Prof. Dr. Peter Kemp 
 

President of FISP 
 

Prof. Dr. Myrto Dragona-Monachou 
 

 

Vice President of FISP 
 

Prof. Dr. W. Mc Bride 
 

 

Secretary General of  FISP  

Prof. Dr. Jean Ferrari  
 

President of FISP Committee on Teaching Philosophy 
 

  

LECTURERS 
 

 

Prof. Dr. Myrto Dragona-Monachou 
 

 

Philosophical Society of Greece 
 

Ass. Prof. Dr. Ferda Keskin 
 

 

Ķstanbul Bilgi Univesity 
 

Ass. Prof. Dr. Zeynep Direk 
 

 

Ķstanbul Galatasaray University 
  

20 SOUTH KOREA  SON, Dong-Hyun  Lee Ji-Aeh 1.Soh Hyun  Min    

2.Yong-Joon Kwon    

21 

 

SWITZERLAND Pfister Jonas 

 

X 1.Christian Tenisch 

2.Lukas Stucki 

22 TURKEY  Nuran Direk 

 

Sona Tarpinyan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.Begüm Naz Bayirbaĸ      

2.Ogeday Celep 

3.Feridun Arda Kara 

4.Coĸan ¢aĵlayan 

5.Ceren Sevinç 

6.Sedat Aybars Nazlica 

7.Zeynep Pamuk 

8. Ozan Giray ķahin 

9.Aynur Taĸkan 

10.Alper Tuzcu 
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Dr. Nimet Küçük 
 

Philosophy Teacher  

 

SPONSORS 
 
 

Mr. Ömer Koç Vehbi Koç Foundation 

Mr. Kemal Özgen President of the Antalya Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

Mr.Onat Menzilcioĵlu 

Mr. M.Hasret Bayramoĵullarē 

 

Menzilcioĵlu Yatērēm A.ķ. 

Ass.Prof.Dr. Yusuf Örnek   VASCO Tourism 

 

STAFF 
 

Ceyhun Arslan Student, Ķstanbul American Robert College 

Iĸēn Taylan Student, Ķstanbul American Robert College 

Faruk Pēnar Student, Ķstanbul American Robert College 

Tuĵba Yeĸilyurt Student, Ķstanbul American Robert College 

 

 

THEMES  

 

- It follows, plainly, from the explanation given above, of the foundation of state, that 

the ultimate aim of government is not to rule, or restrain, by fear, nor to exact 

obedience, but contrariwise, to free everyman from fear, that he may live in all 

possible security; in other words, to strengthen his natural right to exist and work, 

without injury to himself and others. -- Spinoza, Theological-Political Treatise, 

chapter XX) 

- There are two things, that fill the mind with ever new and increasing admiration 

and awe... ï the starry sky above me and the moral law within me. --  Immanuel 

Kant, Critique of Practical Reason, Conclusion 

- Space is not in the subject , nor is the world  in space. --  Heidegger, Being and 

Time 

- And for this reason justice is regarded as the highest of all virtues,é and as the 

proverb has it, ñIn justice every virtue is summed up.ò It is complete virtue and 

excellence in the fullest sense, because it is the practice of complete virtue. It is 

complete because he who possesses it can make use of his virtue not only by himself 

but also in his relations with his fellow men. -- Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics 
 

  

XV IPO MEDAL ISTS 
 

Gold 
 

Zeynep PAMUK     Turkey 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Silver  

 

1. Daria CYBULSKA     Poland 

2. Stefan STEFANOVIC    Serbia   
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________________________________________________________________________ 

Bronze 

 

1. Alexander JOHANN    Germany 

2. Martin HERGOUTH    Slovenia 

3. SOH Hyun-Min      South Korea 

 

 

Honorable Mention : 

 
1. Elena Alexandra CORBU    Romania 

2. Matthias HOERNES    Austria 

3. Milena Alexandrova ALEXANDROVA  Bulgaria 

4. Filip TATERKA     Poland 

5. Clara KROPIVSEK    Slovenia 

6. Corina Cristine LEFTER    Romania 

7. Heidi MERISTE     Estonia 

8. Luca VEGETTI     Italy 

9. Bernát IVÁNCSICS    Hungary 

10. Christoph SCHACMENHOFER   Austria 

11. Nanako KURIOKA    Japan  

 

 

 

MINUTES AND OTHER DOCUMENTS FROM THE A NNUAL FISP 

STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING, MALI LOĠINJ, CROATIA, 

JUNE 13, 2007 / PROCÈS-VERBAL ET DôAUTRES DOCUMENTS 

DE LA RÉUNION DU COMITÉ DIRECTEUR DE LA FIS P À MALI 

LOĠINJ, LE 13 JUIN 2007: 

 
These minutes are not and will not be official until formally approved by the 

Steering Committee at its next annual meeting in July 2008. We are including them 

here for the benefit of our member societies, with the reservation that they are 

tentative and could be altered. The reports of the President and of the Secretary 

General presented at Mali Loġinj are to be regarded as also constituting their 

messages to member societies in this newsletter. 

 

Ce procès-verbal ne sera pas officiel avant son acceptation par le Comité Directeur 

à sa prochaine réunion annuelle en juillet 2008. Nous lôimprimons ici pour nos 

sociétés-membres sous cette réserve; il est tentatif et pourrait être altéré. Les 

rapports du Président et du Secrétaire G®n®ral donn®s ¨ Mali Loġinj peuvent aussi 

être considérés comme leurs messages aux sociétés-membres pour ce bulletin.  
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Present/Présents: Peter Kemp (President), Myrto Dragona-Monachou (vice-président), 

William McBride (Secretary General), Guido Küng (Treasurer), Evandro Agazzi 

(Honorary President), Alison Jaggar, Jean Ferrari, Gilbert Hottois, Ivan Kaltchev, Maija 

Kule, Betül Çotuksöken, Herta Nagl-Docekal, Thalia Fung Riverón, Enrico Berti, 

Konstantine Boudouris, Luca Maria Scarantino, Thomás Calvo-Martinez, Marcelo 

Dascal, Ilkka Niiniluoto, Hans Lenk, Hans Poser, Yao Jiehou, Marietta Stepaniants 

Absent / Absents: Ioanna Kuçuradi (Past President), Miro Quesada (Honorary 

President), Venant Cauchy (Honorary President), Bernard Bourgeois, Bhuvan Chandel, 

Yersu Kim, Dermot Moran,  Sémou Pathé Guéye, Rudolf Haller, William Sweet, Keith 

Lehrer, Tran van Doan, Basilio Rojo Ruiz 

Proxies: Ryszard Wojcicki to William McBride; Ioanna Kuçuradi to Betül Çotuksöken; 

William Sweet to William McBride 

Observers: David Evans (Chairman of The Committee on General Policy), Jacob 

Rendtorff (board member of the Danish philosophical society Filosofisk Forum), Ante 

Ļoviĺ (president of the Kroatian Philosophy Society), Jinho Kang (representative from 

the Korean Organising Committee of the XXII World Congress - KOC), Hannah Mia 

Hendriksen, Secretary of Peter Kemp 

  

1. Approval of the Minutes of the Steering Committee Meeting on June 4, 2006 in 

Ha Noi 

The minutes were approved with one abstention due to the fact that the person in question 

was not present at the meeting. 

 

2. Report of the President 

A hard copy of the report in English was distributed and the report was summarized 

verbally in French. The report was unanimously approved. Report enclosed. 

 

3. Report of the Secretary General 

D. Evans announced that L.J. Cohen, who was C.D. member 1983-1998, has recently 

deceased. 

 

The Secretary General presented his report in English and French. The report is enclosed. 

The report was unanimously approved.  

 

J. Kang distributed some copies of the 2
nd

 W.C. circular. 

 

4. Report of the Treasurer  

The report was distributed and the Treasurer presented it in English. It was unanimously 

approved. Report enclosed. 

 

It was  proposed that FISP should be more strict with delinquent members not paying 

fees for several years. 
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It was suggested to increase the membership fee and to convert FISPôs accounts from CH 

FR to ú. 

 

The Secretary General inquired about supplementary contributions from member 

societies. It was agreed that these will be given special recognition at the General 

Assembly in Seoul. 

 

A strategy should be prepared for the General Assembly 

- proposal to raise the fee (if decided by the C.D.) 

- proposal to eliminate delinquent member societies (if decided by the C.D.) 

G. Küng will prepare proposal(s) to be presented at the next C.D. meeting in Seoul. 

 

5. Committee reports and discussion of possible restructuring of committees 

a) The Committee on Teaching Philosophy / Comit® pour lôenseignement de philosophie 

(chair J. Ferrari). J. Ferrari 

Members: E. Berti; B, Çotuksöken, I. Kaltchev, D. van Doan, D. Evans, D. Moran, W. 

McBride. G. Hottois, P. Kemp, T. Calvo-Martinez. Report enclosed. 

 

b) The Committee on International Cooperation and Philosophical Encounters (chair 

Maija Kule). M. Kule presented a copy of the 2
nd

 Vol of The Philosophy Worldwide: 

Materials for the International Cooperation and Philosophical Encounters, edited by 

Prof. Maija Kule, published in booklet form by the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology 

of the University of Latvia. 

Members: I. Kaltchev, H. Lenk, I. Kuçuradi, P. Kemp, W. McBride, T. Fung, B. Ruiz. 

 

c) The Committee on the Teaching of Human Rights (chair Ioanna Kuçuradi). in future to 

be named Committee on Human Rights. 

Members: D. Moran, H. Lenk, M. Dragona-Monachou, I. Niiniluoto and T. van Doan.  

 

d) The Committee for the Ethics of Science and Technologies, Especially Bioethics / 

Comit® pour lô®thique des sciences et des technologies, sp®cialement la bio®thique  

(Chair Myrto Dragona-Monachou): M. Dragona-Monachouôs report is enclosed.  

Members: T. Fung, G. Hottois, I. Kuçuradi, H. Poser, Miguel A. Quintanilla. 

 

e) The Committee on General Policy (chair D. Evans) D. Evans presented the report 

(enclosed).  

 

6. Discussion of Rules and By-laws by Prof. David Evans, Including the Need to 

Clarify the Existing Rules Concerning Interim Congresses  

D. Evansô proposals were approved. 

 

7. Consideration of New Membership Applications  

Applications had been received from:  

 Philosophical Society of Nepal (PSN) 

 FilosofickĨ ¼stav Akademie vŊd ĻR, v. v. i. / Institute of Philosophy of the 

Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic, v. v. i. (Public Research Institution) 
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 Dansk Filosofisk Selskab ï Danish Philosophical Association 

 JAIN VISHVA BHARATI, India 

 K.J. SOMAIYA CENTRE FOR BUDDHIST STUDIES, India 

The three first applications were accepted. As for the fourth and fifth applications, 

questions were raised, and it was decided to seek additional information. 

 

8. Review of Preparations for the 2008 World Congress in Seoul, and in Particular 

for the Meeting of the General Assembly 

The Secretary General would lay down the procedure soliciting proposals from member 

societies for candidates for new President and members of the Steering Committee and 

would request information concerning delegates to the General Assembly. He suggested 

setting a deadline of two months before the World Congress. The Committee decided to 

exercise its prerogative to propose the nomination of all active and eligible current 

members. All re-eligible Committee members present accepted candidacy
, 

with the 

exception of Alison Jaggar. It was stressed that present Committee members could be 

nominated not only by the Committee but also by a member society.
 

 

The question of problems for participants from certain countries to finance their 

participation in the World Congress was raised (I. Kaltchev). Mr. Kang replied that he 

thought that there were certain possibilities and that he would examine the question. 

 

The question of cheap accommodation for students was raised. Mr. Kang would examine 

the question. 

 

The same applied to the question whether a translation into Chinese of the programme 

could be provided. 

 

A question was raised concerning the criteria used when selecting which persons to invite 

as speakers. Gilbert Hottois replied that great efforts had been made to comply with the 

lists of names drawn up at Ha Noi. He then presented the number of speakers from each 

country in question. 

 

Marietta Stepaniants informed the committee that plans were being made for organizing a 

train trip Moscow to Seoul to Vladivostok to Moscow and Siberia. Duration one or two 

weeks. A circular will be sent to the member societies. 

 

The question of language problems with the reading of contributed papers was raised. 

Peter Kemp would make a list of section presidents indicating which languages the 

individual person may read. 

 

Hans Poser asked if it would be possible to add sessions. The answer was that it is up to 

KOC to decide depending on the space available. 

 

The problem of papers being only in e.g. Korean was mentioned. Mr Kang said that the 

KOC encourages Koreans to submit papers in English. Gilbert Hottois suggested having 

the website encourage participants also to send an abstract in English or French. 
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Konstantine Boudouris informed the Committee that an invitation to hold the XXVIII 

World Congress (2013) in Athens is being prepared. He handed over letters of support 

from the Mayor of Athens and certain Greek institutions to the President. 

 

9. Varia  

Nothing to report.  

 

 

 

REPORT OF 

THE  PRESIDENT OF FISP 

to the Steering Committee 

In Mali Loġinj (Aurora Hotel). 

June 13, 2007 
 

Dear Members of the Steering Committee! 

It is a great pleasure for me to welcome you as members of the Steering 

Committee of FISP for our annual meeting. It has only been possible thanks to 

The Croatian Philosophical Society and its president Prof. Mislav Kukoļ, the 

President of the Organization Committee of the Loġinj Days of Bioethics Prof. 

Ante Ļoviĺ and the Chief Secretary of the Loġinj Days of Bioethics Hrvoje Juriĺ . 

The hospitality has been great and we have been given  the best conditions for 

our work.   

As usual I will divide my  report into two parts. The first part has mostly to do 

with the past, what has happened concerning FISP in the year since our previous 

Steering Committee meeting in Hanoi. The second part concerns the future, what 

we can expect.  

 

I. The past  

1. The Steering Committee Meeting in Hanoi 

One year has passed since we met in Hanoi on June 4
th
 2006 and were received 

by the Institute of Philosophy at the Vietnamese Academy of Social Science and 

participated in the related international conference on ñRethinking the role of 

Philosophy  in the global age.ò On the basis of the proposals from the Programme 

Committee chaired by Professor Gilbert Hottois we decided the list of speakers to 

be invited and alternates to these speakers. We also decided a certain number of 

chairpersons of the sections.  Finally we appointed the members of the Executive 

Committee in order to replace the programme committee.  

2. Invitations of speakers 

Since then we have had hard work writing invitations to speakers and later 

making invitations to alternates. We have also invited speakers for the three 

endowed lectures named for Averroes, Maimonides and Kierkegaard.  All this in 

order to edit the second circular, and it has now appeared in English and French, 

thanks to the Korean Organizing Committee (KOC), which in order to complete 
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this has worked closely with the non-Korean members of the Executive 

Committee, its co-chairman Professor Gilberts Hottois, our Secretary General 

Professor William McBride, and myself. I am happy that the KOC is represented 

here by Professor Jinho Kang from the Department of Philosophy at Seoul 

National University. 

3.  Restructuring of the  Korean Organizing Committee and the EC 

Since our last meeting in Hanoi, the composition of the KOC chaired by 

Professor Myung-Hyon Lee has been modified by the fact that Professor Kihyeon 

Kim, who was  the secretary of the committee in the first period but left it for two 

years  in the United States, came back to Korea and returned to the committee, 

replacing Professor  Eun-su Cho, who had worked hard as secretary during his 

absence.  

As a consequence of her resignation from the national organizing committee 

Eun-su Cho also resigned from the Executive Committee and has in practice been 

replaced by Kihyeon Kim. By approving my report you therefore also are asked 

to approve this replacement of Eun-su Cho by Kihyeon Kim on the EC.  

We are happy to work again with Professor Kim, but let me take the 

opportunity to express our sincere thanks to Professor Eun-su Cho, who did 

wonderful work in perfect collaboration with us.  

4. The work of the FISP office in Copenhagen 

The support from my university The Danish University of Education in 

Copenhagen, which has now changed its name to The Danish School of 

Education and been integrated with the University of Aarhus, has continued in 

many ways, even since my retirement as professor from this University in 

February this year. Remember that the FISP secretary was first supported by my 

Center for Ethics and Law in Copenhagen, then from the year 2000 on by the 

Danish University of Education , which allowed me to use Chief Secretary 

Hannah Mia Hendriksen as my secretary for FISP and covered all our travels to 

FISP meetings. It also organized in Copenhagen our first meeting of the Steering 

Committee during my presidency. Now I still have some support for FISP work 

and travelling, but reduced, since Mia Hendriksen is now also secretary of my 

successor as Head of the Department of the Philosophy of Education, so I am 

grateful to the Board of FISP, which at our last meeting in Hanoi decided to 

support our secretaryôs work financially from the spring of this year until the end 

of my presidency next year.   

5. The World Philosophy Day 2006 

The World Philosophy Day in 2006 was held in November in Rabat. The 

Secretary General will report about it.  

6. Interim World Philosophy Congress in Delhi 

The most important event since our last meeting was the Interim World 

Philosophy Congress held at the New Convention Centre  at the University of 

Delhi during December 15-17, 2006 on the theme: ñPhilosophy in the Emerging 

Age of Global Societyò. Chairperson of the Organizing Committee  was our  

vice-president Professor Bhuvan Chandel, who took the initiative and did 

impressive work for this well organized congress attended by a very large 

number of professors and students. Members of the Steering Committee were 
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invited to this Congress, and at the inaugural session chaired by Professor D.P. 

Chattopadhyaya the following persons besides Professor Chattopadhyaya himself 

were given the floor:  

Vice-Chancellor Professor Deepak Pental. 

Chief Minister of Delhi, Mrs. Sheila Dikshit. 

Professor William McBride, Secretary General of FISP 

and myself. 

Let me only mention the themes of the plenary sessions and symposia in order 

to give you an idea of the content of this congress: 

1. Global Society for Peace and Progress: Problems and Prospects 

2. The Future of Civilization in the Post-modern World 

3. Science, Technology and Economy in Shaping Global Society 

4. Buddhism and Social Order 

5. Art, Literature and Ethics for the Unity of Mankind 

6. Is Philosophy Regional or Global? 

7. Philosophy and Quality of Life in the Post-modern World. 

Some special sessions should also be mentioned:  

1. The CIPHS Session on Bioethics 

2. The special session on Human Unity in the Indian Tradition, and 

3. The special session on Human Rights with focus on Universal Rights for 

Women 

  

The closing session chaired by Ioanna Kuçuradi,  past president of FISP, was a 

Valedictory Session in which Dr. Karan Singh gave a paper on the subject: A 

Philosophy for the Global Society . The floor was also given to Bhuvan Chandel 

and myself. 

This congress on December 14-17, 2007 in India was undoubtedly a great 

success and the hospitality was enormous for us invited speakers. There were 

however not totally clear rules about how such a congress could be organized as 

a FISP congress, and there was no signed contract with FISP. It would be a good 

thing to create more clear rules about such meetings in the future, and we will go 

on to discuss this matter today.  

7. The IPO in Antalya 

The 15
th
  International Philosophy Olympiad was held in Antalya in  Turkey 

from May 18
th
 to 21

st
. It was a great success, and the Secretary General, who in 

the previous year had worked for a still better organization of the IPO, will tell 

you about how it was worked out. 

8. Publications 

a. KOC has sent out the second  circular in English and French for the XXIInd 

World Congress 

b. Two issues of the FISP Newsletters have appeared. The SG will tell you 

about them 

c. Maija Kûle (ed.): Philosophy Worldwide: Current Situation. Materials fort 

the International Cooperation and Philosophical Encounters, Second Volume,  

FISP and University of Latvia, 2007 
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II. The future  

1. The Executive Committee  

The Executive Committee co-chaired by Professor Gilbert Hottois and 

Professor Myung-Hyon Lee will meet in Boston on September 16, 2007, invited 

by Professor Tu Weiming of Havard University, and later in Korea in Spring 

2008. 

2. The  Board 

The  Board will also meet in Boston on September 14-17, 2007. 

3. Conference in Boston 

     In connection with the meetings of the Executive Committee and the Board, 

Professor Tu Weiming is organizing a conference at Harvard on ñPhilosophy and 

the question of whether there are Asian philosophiesò 

4. The World Philosophy Day 

The World Philosophy Day will take place in Istanbul on November 22, 2007. 

5. The next Steering Committee meeting 

The next and last Steering Committee meeting will be organized the day 

before the Opening of the XXII World Congress in Seoul in Korea, i.e. the 29
th
 of 

July 2008  

6. New deadlines for proposals of Papers  

According to a decision of the Executive Committee the deadlines for 

proposals of Papers and early registration have been postponed as follows: 

Submission deadline for papers: November 1st, 2007  

    Submission deadline for late papers: February 15th, 2008 

    Deadline for early registration: October 15th, 2007 

The submission deadline for other proposals (Round Tables, Society Meetings, 

and Invited Sessions) has been kept at September 1st, 2007 in order to allow the 

Executive Committee to consider the proposals at its meeting in Boston in mid- 

September. 

7. The XXII World Congress of Philosophy 

Finally there is a little more than a year to the World Congress we have 

worked on for nearly four years now. And that means also to the next General 

Assembly of FISP where a new President and a new Steering Committee have to 

be elected. The SG will inform you about the deadlines for proposals of 

candidates for this changes.  

The GA also has to decide the next place of the WC. We know already that our 

Greek colleagues will repeat their proposal of Athens as the host of the XXIII 

World Congress of Philosophy in 2012, and I would personally be very happy if 

this proposal should be accepted. 

 

III. Conclusion  

In conclusion I want to thank all of you who up to now have contributed to the 

activities of FISP. I think we have done a good job until now both in preparing 

the XXII World Congress in Seoul but also by organizing different other 

international  conferences on the way to the great event in 2008. Thank you for 

your attention. 
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Peter Kemp 

President of FISP 

 

 

 

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY GENERAL  

 
 The past year has, on the whole, been a good one for FISP, and we may hope that 

the coming year will be even better, given that it will be the year of our next quinquennial 

World Congress. A lot of our work over the twelve months that have elapsed since we 

met in Hanoi has been directed toward the implementation of the decisions that were 

taken by us there concerning the World Congress, as Peter Kemp has already informed 

you. It has not always been easy for a number of reasons, but I believe that we are now in 

a relatively good position: the second circular has been mailed, information concerning 

applications and submissions is now on line, and we have moved back the deadlines in 

order to try to maximize participation. I am now looking forward to it with great 

anticipation and pleasure. I am pleased that Professor Jinho Kang, who has been doing 

much of the recent work of preparation in Korea, is here with us to answer questions and 

in general to give you a sense of how he and his colleagues see matters at this point. 

 In connection with the planning of the Congress, Peter Kemp, Gilbert Hottois, and 

I met in Budapest at the end of August during the meetings of the Association des 

Sociétés de Philosophie de Langue Française. And of course we have been in constant 

correspondence among ourselves and with our Korean colleagues, especially Professor 

Kihyeon Kim and more recently Professor Kang. 

 I was especially pleased to represent FISP and give greetings on its behalf at the 

50
th
 anniversary celebration, in October, of the Philosophy Department of Fudan 

University in Shanghai, to which I had also been invited as an ñold friendò of the 

department. Some 1000 alumni, including five or six from the very first class, and also 

including our CD colleague, Professor Yao Jiehou, attended, and it was a very impressive 

celebration: solemn in the afternoon, joyous and with a variety of entertainment and good 

cheer in the evening.  

 I also represented FISP at the biennial meeting of the umbrella organization of 

umbrella organizations in philosophy and the humanities, CIPSH (le Conseil 

International pour la Philosophie et les Sciences Humaines), in Alexandria, Egypt, in 

November. CIPSH, which is closely affiliated with UNESCO, met in conjunction with its 

cognate organization, CISS (le Conseil International pour les Sciences Sociales). The 

Secretary General of CIPSH is our own CD colleague, Luca Scarantino, who of course 

was also in attendance; I congratulate him for having done an excellent job of organizing. 

 The World Philosophy Day was held in November in Rabat, Morocco. Jean 

Ferrari, Ioanna Kuçuradi, Ivan Kaltchev, Marietta Stepanyants, Sémou Gueye, and I were 

there from the FISP CD ï a quite decent representation. UNESCOôs support for 

philosophy worldwide and its recognition of the role of FISP in this regard were alluded 

to at the opening session. Next year, World Philosophy Day will take place on November 

22 in Istanbul, and we shall be able to organize a panel of our own once again, as we did 

in the early years of this event when it was held in Paris. 
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 Peter Kemp has discussed with you the Interim World Congress held in December 

in New Delhi, the announcement of which, as you will recall, was first made at these 

meetings of ours last year in Hanoi. I would like to echo Peterôs view that it was quite a 

success, especially when one considers that all the planning had to be done and the 

program completed within six months. 

 A considerable amount of my effort and attention has been devoted to the 

International Philosophy Olympiads, which as you know we sponsor. The previous 

Olympiad was held in Cosenza, Italy, and some of the problems that occurred there led 

the IPO leadership to consider meeting to revise drastically the rules, as I already 

announced in my report last year. We did this at a meeting in early September in Istanbul, 

hosted by one of the founders of the IPO, Nuran Direk of Turkey. Several of us worked 

hard at it for several days, and the final results were then ratified by the rest of the 

leadership in accordance with the procedures stipulated in the previous rules. One of the 

new provisions calls for the participation in the Steering Board, which makes the final 

decisions concerning gold and silver medallists, etc., of the President of FISP or his/her 

representative plus two other members of the FISP CD, as well as of a representative of 

UNESCO. In May of this year, the Olympiad was held in Antalya, under the auspices of 

the Philosophical Society of Turkey and of course its President, Ioanna Kuçuradi, with 

Ms. Direk, as President of the section, Philosophy for Children, of that society serving as 

a very competent organizer, and with Ms. Moufida Goucha of UNESCO, Peter Kemp, 

Jean Ferrari (as Chair of the Committee for the Teaching of Philosophy), and myself 

participating. There was widespread satisfaction with this event, and obviously it was 

very heartening to the IPO directors to see such support from the FISP and UNESCO 

leaderships. There were 22 teams this year, some participating for the first time, and there 

are high hopes for an even broader participation when the next Olympiad takes place next 

spring in Braġov, Romania.  

 In connection with a visit to Kiev immediately following the IPO in Antalya, I 

had the opportunity to meet with the director and two colleagues of the Institute of 

Philosophy of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, the headquarters of one of 

our newest members, the Ukrainian Philosophical Foundation, and to discuss with them 

their plans for future participation in our activities, beginning with Professor Olga 

Gomilkoôs contribution to Maija KȊleôs highly successful initiative concerning 

philosophy in various countries (about which she will report to you later), and continuing 

on into the Seoul World Congress. (Besides the Director and Prof. Gomilko, the other 

participant in our discussions was Prof. Sergiy Proleyev, the Foundation President.) 

 I had hoped also on that same trip to visit, as I indicated last year I would try to 

do, our FISP Archives in Düsseldorf. However, the current Director, Professor Hinke-

Dörnemann, only received word of this on the day before I had hoped to visit: Several 

other electronic and other messages from myself and Professor Agazzi had somehow not 

reached her, and the German post had held up delivery of my written note for two months 

because it did not have a complete postal code on it. I now hope to go there another day. 

 The most recent FISP newsletters, spring and fall 2006, which were gradually 

posted on our website over several months and then sent in printed form, with the help of 

the good offices of Professor Kuçuradi, to the officers of all of our member societies, are 

both quite ample in size, with a lot of information. (As you know, the spring newsletter 

includes the first set of papers collected by Prof. Kuule.) It requires considerable effort to 
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gather and to format all of this information, but I think it is worthwhile. I only hope that 

during the next year we can move forward in the direction of improving the format of the 

website as a whole. With the help of Guido Küng, I try to keep all the information on the 

website, including the names of our member societiesô officers as they change over time, 

as up-to-date as I possibly can. I need your assistance in encouraging colleagues involved 

with member societies, whether from your own countries or from others, to send as much 

information as possible ï or, more generally, to be as involved as possible with FISP in 

order to maximize exchange of information and to assist each other and us. 

 There is much for us to do in the year leading up to the World Congress ï in 

particular, soliciting nominations for the new Steering Committee, which as you know 

will for the first time include no automatic holdovers from previous General Assembly 

elections, and of course for the new President. Again, I need everyoneôs help in 

organizing this. Meanwhile, I have been more impressed than ever before this year by the 

enormous need that we have for more funding. We can perhaps discuss this, however, in 

connection with Prof. K¿ngôs report. I wish mine to be as brief as possible, stopping here. 

              William L. McBride, Secretary General 

 

 

 

RÉSUMÉS DES DEUX RAPPORTS EN LANGUE FRANÇAISE 
 

1. Rapport du Président 

 

 Comme dôhabitude, ce rapport est divisé en deux parties, une concernant le passé 

et lôautre lôavenir. Il remercie les Professeurs Kokoļ, Ļoviĺ, et Juriĺ de leur hospitalit® ¨ 

Mali Loġinj.  

 Quant au passé, on soulève huit points. Le premier concerne la réunion du Comité 

Directeur en juin 2006 à Hanoï. A cette occasion on avait organisé une conférence au 

sujet de ñRepenser le r¹le de la philosophie dans lô©ge global.ò Et le Comit® Directeur 

avait pris des décisions à propos du Congrès Mondial à Séoul: sur les conférenciers quôon 

allait inviter, sur les présidents des sections, et sur la composition du Comité Exécutif qui 

remplace maintenant le Comité de Programme. 

 Deuxième point: Comme décidé à Hanoï le Président a envoyé les invitations, et 

puis il a envoyé de nouvelles invitations pour remplacer celles qui nôont pas été 

acceptées. Il a aussi invité les trois personnes qui vont donner les conférences spéciales 

(«endowed lectures») qui portent les noms dôAverro¯s, de Maimonide, et de Kierkegaard. 

La coopération entre les membres coréens et non-coréens du Comité Exécutif a bien 

fonctionné, et le Professeur Kemp remercie le Professeur Jinho Kang dô°tre venu à Mali 

Loġinj comme représentant des membre coréens. 

  Troisième point: Depuis la réunion à Hanoï, le Professeur Kiyheon Kim a 

remplac® la Professeur Eunsu Cho (qui lôavait remplac® ¨ son tour deux ans auparavant) 

comme Secrétaire du Comité Organisateur Coréen. Cela implique aussi le même 

changement au Comité Exécutif, changement qui sera ratifié par notre Comité Directeur 

en acceptant ce rapport du Président. Il veut remercier Madame Cho pour tout ce quôelle 

a contribué. 
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 Quatrième point: Ayant pris sa retraite en février dernier, le Professeur Kemp ne 

reçoit plus le même niveau dôassistance financière comme autrefois, surtout en ce qui 

concerne lôaide de sa secr®taire Mia Hendriksen, car Mme. Hendriksen travaille 

maintenant comme secrétaire pour le nouveau chef du Département. Mais malgré tout 

elle a la possibilité de travailler partiellement pour la FISP, le CD ayant voté une 

subvention dans ce but, du printemps 2007 jusquô¨ la fin de la pr®sidence du Professeur 

Kemp en 2008. Le Président exprime sa reconnaissance à cet égard. 

 Concernant le cinquième point, la Journée de la Philosophie de novembre 2007, le 

Président renvoit au rapport du Secrétaire Général, et adresse son sixième point qui 

concerne le Congrès Intermédiaire de la Philosophie qui a eu lieu à New Delhi, en Inde, 

du 15 au 17 d®cembre 2007. Lôinitiative de notre Vice-Présidente, Madame Bhuvan 

Chandel, a ®t® dôune importance capitale pour la réalisation de ce Congrès, qui a 

dôailleurs ®t® une grande réussite. Y ont assisté plusieurs membres du CD, et le 

Professeur Kemp mentionne les noms de tous ceux qui ont parlé pendant la séance 

inaugurale, y compris lui-même et le Secrétaire Général. Il donne une liste des sessions 

plénières, des symposia, et de certaines sessions spéciales, et il note que le Docteur Karan 

Singh avait donné la conférence principale de la séance finale, à laquelle lui et les 

Professeurs Chandel et Ioanna Kuçuradi avaient participé également. Le Président est très 

content que ce congrès ait pu avoir lieu, mais il espère que dans lôavenir les règles qui 

gouvernent de tels congrès pourront être mieux précisées. 

 Le septième point concerne le 15
ème 

Olympiade Philosophique Internationale, qui 

a lieu à Antalya en Turquie du 18 au 21 mai, et qui a été elle aussi une grande réussite. 

Finalement, le huitième point traite de la publication des deuxièmes circulaires (en 

anglais et en français) du Congrès Mondial prochain; de celle des deux Bulletins récents 

de la FISP; et de celle du deuxième tome du panorama de la philosophie mondiale, édité 

par la Professeur Maija KȊle [dont les nouveaux articles sont reproduits dans ce Bulletin-

ci]. 

 

 ê propos de lôavenir, le Professeur Kemp annonce des réunions futures du Comité 

Exécutif du Congrès Mondial et du Bureau de la FISP, qui auront lieu conjointement à 

lôUniversité de Harvard en mi-septembre, et auxquelles sera jointe une conférence, 

organisée par le Professeur Tu Weiming, sur lôavenir de la philosophie comme globale et 

de la nature de la philosophie orientale dans ce contexte. Il mentionne aussi la date de la 

prochaine Journée Mondiale de la Philosophie (le 22 novembre 2007) et qui aura lieu à 

Istanbul), et celle de la dernière réunion du CD actuel, qui aura lieu le 29 juillet 2008, 

côest-à-dire la journée avant le commencement du Congrès Mondial. Le Président 

annonce aussi un changement des dates-limites pour la soumission dôarticles et pour les 

inscriptions au plus bas prix  pour le Congrès Mondial, et il constate que la date-limite 

pour des propositions de Tables Rondes et de Sessions Invitées reste la même quôavant, 

c-à-d le 1
er 

septembre 2007. Il remarque que le Congrès Mondial lui-même sôapproche, 

où seront élus, par lôAssembl®e G®n®rale, le nouveau Comit® Directeur et le nouveau 

Président de la FISP, et il avertit que le Secrétaire Général va annoncer prochainement la 

date-limite jusquô¨ laquelle nos sociétés membres pourront proposer des candidats. Il 

note que lôAssembl®e G®n®rale devra aussi décider le lieu du Congrès Mondial de 2013, 

et il exprime son plaisir en sachant que la Grèce va renouveler son invitation pour cette 

année-là. 
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 Le Président conclut en remerciant tous ceux qui ont contribué au travail de la 

FISP et il exprime sa satisfaction ¨ lô®gard de la pr®paration du Congrès Mondial et des 

autres conférences préparatoires qui ont eu lieu en attendant ce grand événement. 

 

2. Rapport du Secrétaire Général. 

 

 Le Secrétaire Général McBride croit lui aussi que les préparations du Congrès 

Mondial vont dans le bon sens et que lôann®e pass®e a ®t® positive pour la FISP. Et il 

salue le fait que le Professeur Jinho Kang assiste ¨ cette r®union de Mali Loġinj.  

 Il rapporte quôil sôest r®uni ¨ Budapest en septembre 2006 avec les Professeurs 

Kemp et Hottois (¨ lôoccasion de la r®union de lôAssoociation des Soci®t®s de 

Philosophie de Langue Française) pour discuter de la préparation du Congrès Mondial, et 

quôil a maintenu un contact plus ou moins constant avec ses collègues coréens. Au mois 

dôoctobre il a assist® ¨ la c®l®bration du 50
ème 

anniversaire du Département de 

Philosophie de lôUniversit® Fudan ¨ Shanghai, où il a servi comme représentant de la 

FISP; il y avait un millier dôanciens ®tudiants, y compris le Professeur Yao Jiehou, notre 

collègue au CD de la FISP. Au mois de novembre il a participé à Alexandrie en Égypte à 

la réunion bisannuelle du CIPSH (le Conseil International pour la Philosophie et les 

Sciences Humaines). Dôailleurs, notre coll¯gue Luca Scarantino est le Secr®taire G®n®ral 

actuel de cette organisation dôorganisations académiques placées sous lô®gide de 

lôUNESCO. Peu après, il y avait à Rabat, la capitale du Maroc, la célébration par 

lôUNESCO de la Journée Mondiale de la Philosophie de lôUNESCO. Parmi dôautres y 

ont participé les Professeurs Ferrari, Kaltchev, Kuçuradi, Stepanyants, et Gueye du CD 

de la FISP. Au mois de décembre a eu lieu le Congrès Intermédiaire de Philosophie en 

Inde, déjà mentionné par le Président, en accord avec lequel le Secrétaire Général se  

félicite du travail accompli par les organisateurs.  

 Les Olympiades Philosophiques Internationales ont eu lieu au mois de mai à 

Antalya en Turquie. On avait beaucoup travaillé à r®viser les r¯gles de lôIPO, surtout ¨ 

Istanbul au mois de septembre 2006, avec Mme. Nuran Direk et dôautres membres du 

comit® de lôIPO. Plus tard, les nouvelles r¯gles ont ®t® accept®es par les autres membres, 

et ainsi lôOlympiade dôAntalya a pu se dérouler selon ces nouvelles règles. Le Président 

Kemp, le Professeur Jean Ferrari (en tant que président de notre comité pour 

lôenseignement de la philosophie), la Professeur Ku­uradi, et le Secr®taire G®n®ral y ont 

participé, avec Mme. Moufida Goucha de lôUNESCO, et il y a eu une satisfaction quasi 

universelle concernant cet aboutissement. On espère que le chiffre de 22 équipes 

nationales, déjà assez bon, augmentera encore ¨ lôoccasion de lôOlympiade prochaine, qui 

aura lieu en Roumanie en mai 2008. 

 Tout de suite apr¯s lôOlympiade dôAntalya, le Secrétaire Général a visité Kiev 

afin de rencontrer des responsables de la Fondation de Philosophie de lôAcad®mie 

Nationale des Sciences de lôUkraine, lôune des soci®t®s membres les plus récentes de la 

FISP. Il avait espéré rendre visite aussi aux archives de la FISP, qui se trouvent à 

Düsseldorf, mais il a dû remettre cette visite à une autre occasion. 

 Finalement, le Secr®taire G®n®ral sollicite lôassistance de tout le monde pour 

quôon lui envoie les nouvelles qui rendent valable le Bulletin de la FISP. Il croit quôil 

contient des renseignements importants, mais il espère augmenter davantage son contenu 

et sa valeur. Il remercie le Professeur K¿ng de lôaider constamment en assurant que le site 
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web soit au courant, autant que possible, des changements de comit® et dôadresses des 

sociétés membres. Il sollicite lôassistance de tous pour pr®parer lôAssembl®e G®n®rale du 

Congr¯s Mondial, et il ®met le vîu quôon puisse trouver des moyens pour assurer une 

base financière plus ample au subventionnement de toutes les activités actuelles et 

possibles de la FISP. 

 

 

 

REPORT OF THE TREASURER 
for the Meeting of the Comité Directeur of FISP 

on June 13-14, 2007  in Mali Losinj (Croatia) 

 

On May 15, 2007 the general assets of FISP amounted to 87ô159 Swiss Francs  

( i.e.  70ô953 US-Dollars or  52ô849 Euro ). 

 

2)  The surplus of income of this period is  11ô992 Swiss Francs . It will be mainly used 

for the partial refund of travel costs. 

 

3) From past experience we know  

- That roughly : the interests earned pay for the banking costs. 
- That the main income of FISP consists in the dues paid by the member societies, normally about 

15 000.-  Swiss Francs per year. It is from this amount that partial refunds of travel costs, the 
printing of the FISP Newsletter, and administrative costs are being paid. 

 

4)   In addition 10ô000.- Euro (i.e. 16ô492 Swiss Francs) have been promised toward the covering 
of expenses of the Secretariat in Copenhagen during the period of 2007/2008, because Prof.Kemp 

has now gone on retirement. 

 

In addition to the general assets, FISP has assets for endowed lectures at World 

Congresses. On May 15, 2007 the amount kept in Fribourg was 13ô354 Swiss Francs  

(i.e. 10ô871 US-Dollars or 8ô097 Euro ) .  

An additional sum (for the Ibn Rushd Lecture) which amounts to ca. 13ô000 US-Dollars 

(i.e. ca. 15ô969 Swiss Francs or ca. 9ô683 Euro ) is being kept in Ankara. 

 

A minority of member societies have not paid their dues for the past two years, some for 

even longer periods of time. 

*** Do you have contacts to members on the boards of some of the societies that have 

not yet paid ? Especially to officials of the most problematic societies? If so, please urge 

them to pay up and remain members of  FISP.  

Perhaps our addresses are obsolete ? If you have more uptodate information than what is 

listed on "www.fisp.org", please let me know ! 

 

Guido Küng 

Treasurer of FISP 

 

1 USD = 1.2284 CHF 

1 Euro = 1.6492 CHF 
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F I S P  :  BILAN au 15 mai 2007 
 

 

  Avoir a u 15.05.2006                                      Avoir 

au 15.05.2007  

 

  Compte privé H              CHF   8'980.73              Compte 

privé H              CHF 14'496.44  

  Compte d'épargne M1W        CHF  11'408.12              Compte 

d'épargne M1W        CHF 16'120.67  

  Titres (49 parts UBS(Lux)                               Titres 

(49 parts UBS(Lux)  

  Strategy Fund CHF Yield A)  CHF  54ô778.57              

Strategy Fund CHF Yield A)  CHF 56ô542.57  

                             

  TOTAL AVOIR                 CHF  75'167.42  

                            ================                           

  SURPLUS de recettes         CHF  11'992.26                          

 

  TOTAL AVOIR                 CHF  87'159.68                           

TOTAL AVOIR     CHF 87'159. 68 

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

============== 
 

 

                         FONDS CONGRES MONDIAUX (FISP) :  BILAN 

au 15 mai 2007  

 

 

  Avoir au 15.05.2006                                      Avoir 

au 15.05.2007  

 

  Compte d'®pargne J1J        CHF   1ô653.54              Compte 

d'épargne J1J        CHF  1'815.69   

  Titres (10 parts UBS( Lux)                               Titres 

(10 parts UBS(Lux)  

  Strategy Fund CHF Yield A)  CHF  11ô179.30              

Strategy Fund CHF Yield A)  CHF 11ô539.30 

 

  TOTAL AVOIR                 CHF  12'832.84  

                              ==============                                                                                        

   

  SURPLUS de recettes         CHF     522.15    

 

   TOTAL AVOIR                CHF  13'354.99                        

TOTAL AVOIR       CHF 13'354.99  

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

==============  
In addition FISP owns the endowment of the Ibn Roshd Lecture, 

deposited with Prof.Ioanna Kucuradi in  
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Ankara, which Amounts to ca. 13ô000.-  US- Dollars, which (at the 

exchange rate of May 26, 2007)  

is equivalent to 15ô969.-  CHF .   

 

 

                         

Compte rendu de la r®union du Comit® pour lôenseignement de la philosophie à 

Mali Losinj, le mardi 12 juin 2007-06         

 

Onze collègues étaient présents sur les quatorze membres qui  composent le comité et 

appartiennent au C.D. de la FISP. 

 -Le président a rappelé le projet qui avait été retenu par le comité, lors de son avant-

dernière réunion à Helsinki en 2005, de présenter  au Congrès de Séoul en 2008  un petit 

volume bilingue,français-anglais,consacr® ¨ lôhistoire de la philosophie comme celui qui 

avait  ®t® fait  pour celui dôIstanboul avec Socrate pour tous sur lôenseignement de la 

philosophie aux non-philosophes. 

-Il avait été envisagé, sur la proposition de Sémou Pathé Guèye, que le colloque 

international organis® par ses soins ¨ Dakar en janvier  2006 aurait pu  r®server lôune de 

ses sessions à lôhistoire de la philosophie, mais trop peu de communications ont ®t® 

proposées sur le sujet et leur publication  dans les Actes du congrès demeure aléatoire. 

-Aussi, sur proposition du pr®sident, le comit® a d®cid® de r®unir,dôici le 15 d®cembre 

prochain,une s®rie dôarticles propos®s par ses membres sur lôhistoire de la philosophie,sa 

nature,son rôle  dans la formation des futurs philosophes  et plus généralement sur sa 

place  dans la culture contemporaine. Un moyen sera cherché ensuite pour sa 

publication.Lors de la réunion du C.D. du 13 juin 2007, Luca Scarantino a suggéré que 

lôUNESCO pourrait °tre int®ress® par un tel projet 

-Le président a évoqué pour finir la participation pour la première fois du responsable du 

comit® pour lôenseignement de la philosophie aux Olympiades philosophiques qui ont eu 

lieu cette ann®e ¨ Antalya en Turquie, gr©ce  ¨ lôinsistance du pr®sident et du secr®taire 

général de la FISP. Il les en remercie et indique que cette participation entre parfaitement 

dans les compétences et le rôle de  ce comité. 

-Les membres du comité mais aussi ceux du CD qui souhaitent apporter leur concours par 

un article au volume projeté enverront avant le 15 décembre 2007 et si possible plus tôt 

leur texte sous forme ®lectronique en document attach® ¨ lôadresse 

suivante :jean.ferrari@u-bourgogne.fr, 12 pages maximum de 2500 signes, compris 

espaces et notes, en Word  ou en RTF                           

 

 

 

Regulations for Conferences of FISP ï proposed and approved 

In accordance with its mission (Statute 2g) FISP encourages the promotion of 

conferences to be held under its auspices. FISP will help with the organisation and 

publicity for such conferences, and in return it requires that the conditions set out in these 

regulations be observed. These conferences will vary in size and in their range of 

philosophical focus. For the sake of simplicity these regulations classify events in one of 

mailto:jean.ferrari@u-bourgogne.fr
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two ways ï 1) as a Major International Conference of FISP, 2) as a Conference of FISP. 

The title of the conference is, however, one of the matters addressed in the regulations. 

 

Major International Conference of FISP 

1)  This type of conference should be on a scale of approximately half that of a World 

Congress. Its organisation and realisation should involve several countries and member 

societies of FISP, in which one may play the leading role. 

2)  To avoid confusion with a World Congress, it should not be held in a year adjacent to 

that of a World Congress. The precise title of the conference should be approved by FISP 

CD. 

3)  At least three members of FISP CD should be members of the organising committee 

of the conference. These three members should be supported, to the extent that is 

financially possible, as regards travel and subsistence expenses. The conference may be 

combined with a meeting of the CD or the Bureau. 

4)  Details of the date and location of the conference should be publicised on the FISP 

website at least a year before its occurrence. Further details should be publicised as they 

become fixed, so that members of FISP societies have a good opportunity to participate 

in the conference. 

 

Conference of FISP 

5)  This type of conference will typically be organised by one member society of FISP, 

although more than one may collaborate for this purpose. 

6)  The title and nature of the conference should be notified to FISP CD, in order that its 

status as a conference of FISP can be assessed and approved. 

7)  Members of FISP CD should be encouraged to participate in the conference. The 

conference may be combined with a meeting of the CD or the Bureau.  

8)  Details of the date and location of the conference should be publicised on the FISP 

website as far in advance as possible, so that members of FISP societies have a good 

opportunity to participate in the conference. 

.  

 

Réglements pour les Congrès de la FISP ï soumis et approuvés 

Un des buts fondamentaux de la FISP, dôapr¯s lôarticle 2g de ses statuts, est celui de 

promouvoir des rencontres philosophiques ayant lieu sous ses auspices. La FISP 

sôengagera ¨ fournir son appui pour lôorganisation et la publicit® ¨ telles rencontres et, en 

retour, elle exige que celles-ci se déroulent selon des régles précises. Les congrès dont il 

est ici question peuvent varier quant au nombre de leurs participants, quant ¨ lô®tendue de 

leur intérêt philosophique. Pour plus de simplicité, ces régles ne distinguent que deux 

types de congrès à savoir, 1) les congrès internationaux majeurs de la FISP, 2) les 
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congrès de la FISP. La qualification du congrès est une des questions auxquelles ces 

r®gles sôadressent. 

 

Congrès internationaux majeurs de la FISP 

1)  Un tel congr¯s devrait °tre dôune grandeur ¨ peu pr¯s egale ¨ la moiti® dôun Congr¯s 

Mondial. Il est souhaitable que plusieurs pays et plusieurs sociétés membres de la FISP 

(dont une seule peut prendre lôinitiative principale), sôoccupent de son organisation et sa 

réalisation. 

2)  Afin dô®viter une confusion avec le Congr¯s Mondial, la rencontre ne devrait pas 

avoir lieu lôann®e qui pr®c¯de ou qui suit le Congrès Mondial. La qualification exacte du 

congrès doit être approuvé par le comité directeur de la la FISP  

3)  Il est souhaitable que trois membres au minimum du comité directeur de la FISP 

soient membres du comité organisateur de la rencontre. Ces trois membres devraient 

recevoir une aide financière qui couvrirait, si possible, les frais de voyage et du logement. 

Le congr¯s pourrait avoir lieu en m°me temps quôune r®union du comit® directeur de la 

FISP ou du Bureau. 

4)  Les informations concernant les dates et le lieu du congrès devraient être 

communiquées au site-web de la FISP au moins une année avant sa réalisation. Les 

informations plus d®taill®es devraient °tre donn®es au fur et ¨ mesure quôelles sont 

établies, afin que les sociétés membres de la FISP aient toute facilité pour participer au 

congrès. 

 

Congrès de la FISP 

5)  Un tel congrès est normalement organisée par une seule société membre de la FISP, 

bien que plusieurs puissent y collaborer. 

6)  Il faut que le CD de la FISP soit averti de la qualification et du genre de la rencontre 

pour que celui-ci examine et approuve sa nature de congrès de la FISP. 

7)  Il est souhaitable que la participation des membres du comité directeur de la FISP soit 

encouragée. 

8) Des informations détaillées sur les dates et le lieu du congrès devraient être 

communiquées au site-web de la FISP aussitôt que possible, afin que les sociétés 

membres de la FISP aient toute facilité pour participer au congrès.  

 

 

 

Report  of the Committee on Ethics of Science and Technology, 

                                 Especially Bioethics                
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This Committee includes six members of the FISP CD and five Greek and Cypriot 

colleagues. With some of the FISP colleagues (Professors Hottois, Kuçuradi, Fung ) we 

met in several meetings and decided to investigate the new development of metabioethics 

and prepare something for publication. I tried to communicate by mail but with all 

members,  but some of them never answered my mails. During the last meeting in Hanoi 

we decided to  elaborate a paper on this matter and try to publish it in English with the 

help of FISP before the next World Congress. On this matter, i.e. on methodological, 

critical and foundational and justificatory problems of bioethics, my Greek colleagues ( 

Professors Virvidakis, Kalokairinou, Tsinorema, Peonidis,  Dr. Markezini) and I  are 

working and we hope to have finalized something by December. Personally I have been 

very active during the last years  as a member of the Hellenic Bioethics Committee and of 

the  Greek Authority for Medically Assisted Reproduction. I read last year approximately 

5-6 papers. The international bibliography on bioethics becomes so much richer every 

day that I wonder if it is worthwhile to publish something collective unless it is very good 

and constitutes a real contribution to this field. Perhaps we can say something about the 

philosophical  background of bioethics, as I understand metabioethics. I hope we shall 

soon reach some final decisions. 

Myrto Dragona-Monachou .  

 

 

 

 

NEWS FROM MEMBER SOCIETIES  

NOUVELLES DES SOCIÉTÉS MEMBRES 
(National societies are listed first, followed by international societies. 

Les soci®t®s nationales viennent dôabord, suivies par les soci®t®s internationales.) 

 

BULGARIE  

BULGARIAN PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION  

Activities 

Participation of six Bulgarian philosophers in the international scientific 

conference on « Energy as a Genesis Cause », organized by the International 

Association Cosmos and Philosophy (Athens), Association of Philosophers from 

South-Eastern Europe (Sofia), and the Academy of Arts and Science of Vojvodina 

(Novi Sad), September 2006 in Novi Sad (Serbia). 

Paper presentation by Prof. Ivan Kaltchev at the conference of the World 

Philosophy Day, November 2006, in Rabat (Morocco). 

National Philosophical Conference on Logic in Time, November 2006, Sofia,                     

with 60 participants. 

Participation of Prof. Ivan Kaltchev in the 16th International Symposium on the 

Unity of Sciences and Religions, December 2006, Tokyo. 
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Paper presentation by Prof. Ivan Kaltchev at the Interim World Philosophy 

Congress, December 2006, New Delhi. 

Participation of three Bulgarian philosophers in the International Symposium on 

Democracy in the 21st Century, February 2007, Tripoli (Libya). 

Participation of Prof. Ivan Kaltchev in the international spring philosophy 

meeting, March 2007, Fez (Morocco). 

Participation of Prof. Ivan Kaltchev in the International Seminar on Vision and 

Leadership at a Time of Global Crisis, March 2007, Seoul. 

National Student Conference on Modes of Life and Modes of Thinking, May 

2007, Sofia, with 120 participants. 

Open Door Days on the Future of Philosophy, May 2007, Institute of 

Philosophical Research, Sofia. 

National philosophical discussion on « Bulgarian Culture between State and 

Market, », June 2007, Sofia. 

Participation of three Bulgarian philosophers in the International Symposium on 

Values, June 2007, Pitesti (Romania). 

Publications 

Regular publication of the journal, Philosophical Forum, four issues per year. 

Regular publication of a philosophical journal for students, Philosophy, ten issues 

per year. 

Philosophical Aspects of European Integration : Proceedings of the XXIIIrd 

Varna International Philosophical School, June 2006. 

U hody sa vremenom, book on Christian ethics and challenges of the time by Luca 

Tomashevich, translation from Croatian, April 2007. 

 

 

CORÉE 

KOREAN PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION  

 

Recently we had an election and the following are the names of the new exacutive 

committee members of KPA. 

  

President,   Dr. Samuel Lee (Secretary General of the Korean UNESCO) 

  

Vice-Presidents, Dr. Sang-Bok Ui (Chunnam National University) 

                          Dr. Joon-Geon Park (Pusan National University) 

                          Dr. Jung-Sun Han (Methodist Theological Seminary) 

  

Secretary General, Dr. Seon-Wook Kim (Soongsil University) 
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We successfully held an "Asian Philosophersô Conference" at Sungkyunkwan University 

from June 1 to June 2 of 2007.  

 

 

 

DANEMARK  

 
FILOSOFISK FORUM  

 

Activities 2006-2007 

  

Oct. 30, 2006 Alexander von Oettingen: Reflexive Turn with the Antinomies of 

Education 

Nov. 7, 2006 Jens Kjeldsen: The Time-Space of Music in relation to Charlie Parker (in 

cooperation with Copenhagen JazzHouse)  

Nov. 23, 2006 Camilla Slrak: Values of Management for The Danish State Church  

Nov. 28, 2006 Lars Sandbeck: Mythic-Poetic Christianity ï the Philosophy beyond the 

Critics of Religion  

Dec. 7, 2006 Adam Arvidsson and Nicolai Peitersen: The Voice of the Citizen in an 

Open Source Society (in cooperation with Kesera)  

Feb. 27, 2007 Peter Kemp: The Restless Thought - The Mission of the Philosophers in a 

Fragmented Time  

Mar. 8, 2007 Carsten Pallesen: Christianity, Islam and Modernity on the Background of 

the Notion of God  

April 17, 2007 Ole Lange: The Great Mogul - C.F. Tietgen, his Business Philosophy and 

Modern Methodologies  

May 14, 2007 Johan Fornas, Sweden: The Identities of Jazz (in cooperation with 

Copenhagen JazzHouse)  

May 24, 2007  

Pia Lauritzen: Grammar is God  

 

Summer school at Grundtvigs Hrajskole Frederiksborg, July 29 to August 4, 2007: 

Creativity 

 

 

 

ETATS-UNIS 

AMERICAN PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION  

 

The Executive Director of the American Philosophical Association was pleased to 

participate in the Interim World Philosophy Congress in New Delhi, India, last 

December.  The APA expresses its appreciation for the hard work and hospitality of the 

Indian hosts of the Congress. 
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The APA held three successful and well-attended meetings since December.  Each of the 

meetings involved sessions featuring philosophical interchange between U.S. 

philosophers and visiting philosophers from other parts of the world.  We are particularly 

pleased that the Executive Committee of the Eastern Division of the APA has approved 

money to sponsor regular sessions at its annual meeting that will involve international 

philosophical dialogue. 

 

 

INSTITUTE FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY FOR CHILDREN  

The Spring 2007 IAPC Newsletter can be accessed on the following website: 

http://front page.montclair.edu/iapc/Newsletter2007Spring.pdf  

 

 

INDE  

 

ALL INDIA PHILOSOPHY ASSOCIATION  (Akhila Bharatiya Darshan Parishad) 

The 52
nd

 Annual Session of the All-India Philosophy Association will be held at Varanasi 

under the auspices of Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapith (University) from 23
rd

 to 25
th
 

December, 2007. Dr. R.L. Singh, formerly Professor of Philosophy of the University of 

Allahabad, will be the General President of the forthcoming session. Members are 

requested to send their papers (in Hindi) to Dr. A.D. Sharma, General Secretary of the 

Association, at his Sagar University Address by 30
th
 October, 07. Books for Swami 

Pranavananda and K.S. Nagar Awards also may please be sent to Dr. Sharma. For local 

arrangements kindly contact Dr. (Km.) Geeta Rani Agrawal, Professor & Head, Dept. of 

Philosophy, Kashi Vidyapith. For details kindly log on to : www.abdp.org.in 

 

 

IRAN  

 
Latest News from SADRA ISLAMIC PHILOSOPHY INSTITUTE,  

from 1. 1. 2007 to 30. 6. 2007 

 

During the last six months, Mulla Sadra International Society and Sadra Islamic 

Philosophy Institute continued their activities with utmost seriousness. The Societyôs 

efforts during this time resulted in holding a series of scientific-specialized meetings, 

publication of new books, publication of volumes 45-47 of the Specialized Journal of 

ñKheradname-ye Sadraò, holding the 10
th
 annual conference, etc. The most important of 

these events are described below: 

http://frontpage.montclair.edu/iapc/Newsletter2007Spring.pdf
http://www.abdp.org.in/
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1. The 10
th

 Conference on the Commemoration of Mulla Sadra was held on May 22, 

2007, under the title ñThe Transcendent Philosophy and Manò. 

This Conference, which focused on ontology in Mulla Sadraôs School, started at 

8.30 a.m. and continued until 6.30 p.m. More than 60 papers had been sent to the 

Conference secretariat by professors and researchers working at various universities and 

centers of philosophy. After the scientific evaluation of the papers, 37 of them were 

accepted. Abstracts of these papers were later published in a booklet and presented to the 

participants and audience on the day of the Conference. The collection of papers in their 

complete form will be published in the near future. 

Due to lack of time, only 19 of the accepted papers were delivered by the authors 

on the Conference day. They were among the best of all papers and had been chosen by 

the scientific committee. The following were the most important papers which were 

presented: 

 

1. Man and Possible Worlds, Professor Ayatullah Seyyed Mohammed Khamenei, Sadra 

Islamic Philosophy Institute. 

2. Luminous Man's Face in the Sadrian School, Professor Karim Mujtahidi, Tehran 

University. 

3. The Transcendent Philosophy: Response to the Problems Concerning Contemporary 

Human Rights, Dr. Mustafa Muhaqqiq Damad, Shahid Beheshti University. 

4. Manôs Place in Mulla Sadraôs Transcendent Philosophy, Dr. Reza Akbarian, Tarbiyat 

Mudarres University. 

5. Manôs Becoming in the Transcendent Philosophy, Dr. Hossein Kalbasi, óAllamah 

Tabatabaôi University. 

6. Transcendence of Man's Flowing Identity in his Voluntary Acts from the Viewpoint of 

Transcendent Philosophy, Dr. Hamid Reza Ayatullahi, óAllamah Tabatabaôi 

University. 

7. Fundamental Principles of Mulla Sadraôs Ontology, Dr. Tuba Kermani, Tehran 

University. 

8. Manôs Place in the System of Creation in the Transcendent Philosophy, Dr. Ali Allah 

Bedashti, Qum University. 

9. Human Levels of Divine Vicegerency, Dr. Mohammed Taqi Faôali, Islamic Azad 

University (Research and Sciences Branch). 

10. Transmigration of the Inward and the Contemporary Man: A Comparison of the 

Views of Mulla Sadra and Gabriel Marcel Concerning Manôs Indefinability, Dr. Rasul 

Berjisiyan, Islamic Azad University (Meymeh Branch). 

2. The Training Workshop for Philosophy and Children was held alongside the 10
th

 

Mulla Sadra Conference. 

 The Philosophy and Children Group was founded by Sadra Islamic Philosophy 

Institute in 1991. Today, it is considered one of the most active units of the Institute. This 

group, which is one of the pioneers of the field of philosophy and children in Iran, 

continually holds training workshops with the active cooperation and participation of 

students and teachers. So far, it has held hundreds of hours of training classes and 

workshops in schools. The workshop on May 22 was held in order to familiarize the 

public with the field of philosophy and children and was warmly welcomed by the 

participants. 
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This group is also involved in compiling and publishing a collection of short 

philosophical stories for children. They are based on old Iranian stories and local culture. 

All the data concerning the activities of this group are accessible at www.APC.org.ir 

3. Three volumes of Kheradname-ye Sadra Specialized Journal were published. 

Kheradname-ye Sadra is a quarterly published by Sadra Islamic Philosophy 

Institute specializing in Islamic Philosophy and the Transcendent Philosophy. It is one of 

the Iranian academic journals holding a scientific-research degree (the highest scientific 

degree in the country). During the last six months, three volumes of this journal have 

been published. They include the following articles: 

Table of Contents of Kheradname-ye Sadra: No. 45 

- Mulla Sadraôs Life, Works, and Philosophy, Professor Seyyed Muhammed Khamenei, 

Editor-in-chief of Kheradname-ye Sadra Quarterly. 

- Factors Underlying the Development of the Issue of Religious Experience, Aynullah 

Khademi, Shahid Raja'i University. 

- A Critical Study of the Concept of ñTruthò in Mulla Sadra and Heidegger, Dr. 

Muhammed Bidhendi, Isfahan University. 

- Argument of Motion in Aristotleôs Philosophy and the Transcendent Philosophy, Dr. 

Abbas Shaykh Shuôaôi, Isfahan University 

- A Comparative Study of Iranian-Islamic Philosophers Concerning the Perfect Man, 

Ahmad Izadi Yazdani Abadi, Imam Hossein University. 

- Metempsychosis in Shaykh al-Ishraq, Seyyed Hamidreza Hassani, PhD student at Qum 

University. 

- Manôs Evolution in the Three Worlds, Dr. Marziah Sadiqi, Qum University. 

- Call of Logos in Artemis Temple: An Interpretation of Heraclitesô Logos, Suhrab 

Ganjimorad, MA in Philosophy from Tehran University.  

 

Table of Contents of Kheradname-ye Sadra: No. 46 

- Mulla Sadraôs Life, Works, and Philosophy, Professor Seyyed Muhammed Khamenei, 

Editor-in-chief of Kheradname-ye Sadra Quarterly. 

- The Basic Principle in Mulla Sadraôs Practical Wisdom and its Importance in the 

Present Time, Professor Reza Akbarian, Tarbiyat Modarres University 

- Essential Accidents in Sciences, Dr. Maqsud Muhammedi, Islamic Azad University 

(Karaj Branch). 

- The Role of the Univocality of Existence in Theological Discussions, Dr. Mansur 

Imanpur, Tarbiyat Moôalem University of Azarbayjan. 

- Oneness of Being: From Godôs Unity to Estimation, Dr. Muhammed Jawad Rizaôi, 

Tarbiyat Moôalem University of Tehran. 

- A Critical Study of Platoôs Theory of Ideas and the Related Criticisms with Particular 

Focus on Aristotle, óAbdullah Niksirat, Shahid Chamran University of Ahwaz. 

- Referential Explanation of the Rise and Fall of some Theological, Logical, and 

Philosophical Terms, Dr. óAynullah Khadimi, Shahid Raja'i University. 

- Hermeneutics in Allamah Tabatabaôi and Martin Heidegger, Dr. Muhammed Bidhendi, 

Isfahan University. 

- Mulla Sadra and Divine Will, Susan Shiri, Islamic Azad University. 

Table of Contents of Kheradname-ye Sadra: No. 47 

http://www.apc.org.ir/
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- Mulla Sadraôs Life, Works, and Philosophy, Professor Seyyed Muhammed Khamenei, 

Editor-in-chief of Kheradname-ye Sadra Quarterly. 

- A New Approach to the Preliminaries, Place, and Effects of the Issue of Addition of 

Existence to Quiddity, Dr. Zahra Mustafawi, Tehran University.  

- A Comparison of the Ideas of Mulla Sadra and Farabi Concerning the ñRuler of the 

Ideal Cityò, Dr. Reza Akbarian, Tarbiyat Modarres University. 

- Mulla Sadraôs Philosophical Innovations and their Impact on the Theory of the 

Microcosm and the Macranthropo, Dr. Reza Akbari, Imam Sadiq University. 

- A Study of the Relation between God and the World in Ghazzali and Ibn Rushd, 

óAbdullah Niksirat, Shahid Chamran University of Ahwaz. 

- Imagination in the Context of Justification and Explanation: From Farabi to Mulla 

Sadra, Nadia Maftuni and Dr. Ahad Faramarz Qaramaleki, Tehran University.  

- A Correction of Muhaqqiq Dawaniôs Commentary on a Couplet in Gulshan-i Raz, Dr. 

Muhsen Jahid and Dr. Sahar Kawandi, Zanjan University.  

 

4. Seven books were published by the Publication Center of Mulla Sadra 

International Society in Sadra Islamic Philosophy Institute. 

This Publication Center has been among the most active sections of SIPRIn. In 

addition to publishing three volumes of Kheradname-ye Sadra, it has also published 

seven different books consisting of the following: 

* al-Mulla Sadra wa al-Hikmat al-mutaôaliah  

Language: Arabic 

ISBN: 964-7472-80-3 

This presents a short account of Mulla Sadraôs life and philosophy. It starts with 

his biography and then proceeds to an analysis of his fundamental philosophical 

principles and some of his most important philosophical innovations. 

* Mulla Sadraôs School and Western Philosophies (A Selection of the Papers 

Presented at the Second World Congress on Mulla Sadra, May 2004, vol. 

I)  

Language: Persian 

ISBN: 964-7472-71-4 

This collection comprises 35 articles written by Iranian and foreign professors. 

They focus on comparative studies concerning the Transcendent Philosophy. 

* Mulla Sadra and Other Philosophers (A Selection of the Papers Presented at 

the Second World Congress on Mulla Sadra, May 2004, vol. II). 

Language: Persian 

ISBN: 964-7472-76-5 

This collection consists of 30 articles concerning the comparative studies of 

Mulla Sadraôs views and those of other philosophers in various fields. 

* Mulla Sadra and Practical Wisdom (A Selection of the Papers Presented at 

the 8
th

 Conference on Hakim Mulla Sadra, May 2005) 

Language: Persian 

ISBN: 964-7472-73-0 

This book is a collection of 28 articles in the field of Mulla Sadraôs practical 

wisdom, including the philosophy of ethics and the philosophy of politics. 

* The Philosophy of Being a Woman, An Introduction to Womenôs Rights 
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Language: Persian 

ISBN: 964-7472-81-1 

This book is an analytic work dealing with womenôs place in todayôs world and 

their true place from Islamôs point of view. In this book, the writer, Professor 

Mohammed Khamenei, criticizes the instrumental use of women in the 

contemporary world and maintains that it is possible for them to attain their true 

place in society in the light of the teachings of the religious and philosophical 

school of Islam. 

* The Impact of Philosophical Principles on Mulla Sadraôs Interpretation. 

Language: Persian 

ISBN: 964-7472-62-5 

This work deals with the impact of Mulla Sadraôs philosophical views on his 

perception, analysis, and interpretation of religious teachings, Quôranic verses, 

and Islamic traditions. 

* Islamic Philosophy and Western Philosophies (Papers Presented at the 

Second World Congress on Mulla Sadra, May 2004, Tehran, vol. II) 

Language: English 

ISBN: 964-7472-63-3 

This collection consists of 29 papers on comparative studies of Mulla Sadraôs 

philosophy and those of other philosophers, particularly, distinguished Western 

philosophers. 

 The following books are forthcoming and will be published by the Publication 

Center of Sadra Islamic Philosophy Institute in near future: Usul Kafi (4 volumes), 

Political Philosophy in Mulla Sadraôs Philosophy (A Collection of Papers Presented at 

the 9
th
 Mulla Sadra Conference, May 2006), The Transcendent Philosophy and 

Contemporary Philosophical Thought, Mulla Sadraôs Interpretive Wisdom, Cry of the 

Bell, A Philosophical and Gnostic Analysis of the Holy Spirit in Religious Texts, Man in 

the Path of Being (Collection of Articles), Mafatih al-qayb (3 volumes), The 

Transcendent Philosophy and other Schools, Ibn Arabiôs Influence on the Transcendent 

Philosophy, and The Collection of the Papers Presented at the Second World Congress 

on Mulla Sadra (May 2004, English, vol. II) 

 

5. The activities of ñThe Center for Compiling A Comprehensive History of 

Philosophy and Wisdomò were expanded. 

Given its aims, The Center for Compiling A Comprehensive History of 

Philosophy and Wisdom is one of the important sections of Sadra Islamic Philosophy 

Institute. With the cooperation of Mulla Sadra International Society, this center has done 

several things concerning the Comprehensive Project of the History of Philosophy. The 

most important of these activities include obtaining the articles related to the history of 

philosophy in Greece and the East, as well as Europe in the Middle Ages, holding a series 

of scientific speeches, holding a series of regular weekly meetings, inspecting the 

performance of related groups, programming, and obtaining the original sources required 

by the researchers working in the Center. 

In the series of scientific speeches that are held by this group, some academic 

lectures based on the research projects in line with the Project of Compiling the History 

of Philosophy are delivered. Each researcher presents his findings in the form of a 
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seminar to professors and other researchers. Later the results of his research are discussed 

in group. These sessions are held regularly once every 2 months. 

The Center's ancient philosophy group has so far held two seminars in the course 

of these series of speeches. They were held on 27
th
 February 2007, under the title of ñThe 

Role of Archaeology in the Philosophy of Historyò and focused on the study of the 

scientific material that archaeology provides for the history of philosophy. In these 

sessions, Professor Mulla Salihi Chegini from Tehran University and Professor Fadili, the 

Director of "Iranian Cultural Heritage Research Center" delivered speeches. 

Moreover, this group holds some regular and systematic meetings with the 

professors of archaeology faculties and centers of Iran. The Scientific Council of the 

Center for Compiling A Comprehensive History of Philosophy and Wisdom believes that 

philosophical thought existed even at the beginning of manôs life on Earth and in the Pre-

Historic Age. A study of archaeological findings and collected evidence can justify this 

position. The close cooperation of Mulla Sadra International Society and Sadra Islamic 

Philosophy Institute with archaeological centers follows the above objective. The 

Center's researchers working on Ancient and Medieval Philosophy have presented a 

number of their projects and research activities to the Scientific Council. In this regard, 

we can refer to the studies performed on the following themes: 1) Thales, 2) Empedocles, 

3) Duns Scotus, 4) Pythagoras, 5) Aristotle, 6) Ficino, etc. 

After receiving the researchersô proposals and research reports, various auditing 

groups of the Project of the Comprehensive History of Philosophy and Wisdom, made up 

of a number of prominent professors specializing in different fields of philosophy, were 

formed and started their work. The duty of this Council is to examine academically the 

proposals which have been put forward and the studies conducted by each of the four-

fold groups of the Center. 

6. The Center for Compiling A Comprehensive History of Philosophy and Wisdom 

signed a cooperation agreement with academic centers and universities of 

Tehran.  

In order to enjoy the cooperation of the professors of philosophy, history, art, 

archaeology, etc. this Center signed an agreement with some universities and academic 

centers in Tehran, such as óAllamah Tabatabaôi University and the Research Center for 

Cultural Studies. According to this agreement, the faculty members and researchers of the 

afore-mentioned centers will cooperate in executing the Project of History of Philosophy 

by conducting research activities and supervising the related plans and projects. 

This Center invites all the professors and experts working in the field of the 

history of philosophy, as well as all other related fields, to cooperate in the execution of 

its projects. Those who have written a new book, article, or work on the topics related to 

the history of philosophy can contact Sadra Islamic Philosophy Institute at the following 

address:  

Building no. 12,  

Imam Khumeini Complex, 

Resalat Highway, 

Tehran, Iran. 

7. The Scientific Board of Sadra Islamic Philosophy Institute and the Supreme 

Council of the Center for Compiling A Comprehensive History of Philosophy 

and Wisdom paid a visit to the ancient and historical regions of Alamut. 
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In response to the invitation of the archaeology researcher of the sites of Andajrud 

and Alamut Castle (in Qazwin province in Iran), the Professors of the Scientific Board of 

the Institute visited these regions. During this one-day visit, the historical and ancient 

works that have been discovered in these sites were visited and inspected. Andajrud is 

one of the ancient regions of Qazwin. Dr. Maôumeni, the Director of the Research Site of 

this region informed the visitors of the discovery of some traces of manôs existence in 

this region more than 4500 years ago, 15 graveyards belonging to the Pre-historic Period, 

and some tools belonging to the Age of Iron and Bronze. 

Alamut Castle was also the base and the center of the residence of Ismaôilis in 

Iran. It is about 1000 years old. In addition to its huge structure and tall walls, its being 

located on the most arduous mountainous regions turned it into a unique base for the 

followers of Ismaôiliah in Iran during various periods. 

8. Mulla Sadra International Society signed a cooperation agreement with Bayt al-

Hikma (House of Wisdom) of Tunisia. 

Last month, the President of Sadra Islamic Philosophy Institute and some of its 

professors traveled to Tunisia having been invited by Tunisian academic centers and 

Tunisiaôs ambassador to Iran. During this journey, in addition to visiting Tunisian 

professors and scientific figures and the philosophical centers of this country, an 

agreement was signed by the two sides. The most important points of this agreement 

consist of the following: 1) Tunisiaôs announcing its readiness to use the philosophical 

achievements of Mulla Sadra International society and Iranian philosophy professors; 2) 

cooperation between research institutes and centers of the two countries; 3) emphasizing 

the richness of Islamic and philosophical sources in attaining the truth; 4) emphasizing 

the direct familiarization of Tunisians with Iranian-Islamic culture and civilization; 5) 

holding a Conference on ñThe Role of Philosophy in the Contemporary Worldò in 2008. 

9. The construction of a branch of Sadra Islamic Philosophy Institute started in 

Qum.  

In order to have closer and greater cooperation with the professors, researchers, 

and students of Islamic-religious sciences centers, the Institute has started the 

construction of one of its branches in Qum. The preliminary stages of the beginning of its 

activities are now finished. Qum is considered the center of Islamic science seminaries 

and the gathering place for the professors of religious sciences and early Islamic sciences 

in Iran. It is likely that the Islamic Philosophy Group of the Center for Compiling a 

Comprehensive History of Philosophy and Wisdom will be stationed in the Qum branch. 

10. The necessary steps have been taken in order to translate and publish Mulla 

Sadraôs Hikmat al-mutaôaliyyah (al-Asfar) into different Western and Eastern 

languages, including Chinese and Korean.  

Sadra Islamic Philosophy Institute has started translating some of Mulla Sadraôs 

works and Islamic philosophy books into various languages in accordance with its aim of 

familiarizing the world with the Iranian-Islamic philosophy. Mulla Sadraôs al-Asfar is 

one of the books that has been so far translated into Russian, Bulgarian, Arabic, Chinese, 

and English. The Korean translation is very near completion: its translation and edition 

will be finished this year, and the Publication Center of the Institute will publish it shortly 

after. 

Some agreements between Sadra Islamic Philosophy Institute and a number of 

prominent philosophy professors concerning the translation of Mulla Sadraôs works into 
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Russian, German, and other languages will also been signed in the future and are already 

in the initial stages of preparation. More news will be given in the next newsletter. 

11. Sadra Islamic Philosophy Institute cooperates with Iranian cultural counselors 

in different countries.  

In order to disseminate and introduce Iranian-Islamic culture and thought, the 

Institute cooperates with the cultural counselors of the Islamic Republic of Iran in other 

countries. The joint consultation between the Institute and the Iranian House of Culture in 

India in order to hold an international meeting on the subject of Islamic wisdom and 

gnosis, as well as the one between the Institute and the Iranian Cultural Counsellorship in 

Turkey in order to translate and publish the original sources of Islamic philosophy into 

Turkish, are among such ventures, which are now at the final stages of their completion. 

12. The joint council of Sadra Islamic Philosophy Institute and the Iranian Ministry 

of Education and Training will be held in order to standardize the methods of 

teaching and learning philosophy in schools. 

Establishing and reinforcing a creative spirit and systematic and philosophical 

thought in children is one of the most important goals of educational systems. 

Accordingly, the institute has devised and presented a comprehensive project for the 

standardization of the new methods of teaching philosophy. So far, some meetings have 

been held between the authorities of the Ministry of Education and Training and the 

members of the Scientific Board of the Institute in order to review the various aspects of 

this project. The purpose here is to present a new method of teaching based on other 

empirical and accepted methods. It will be inspected by the experts from two sides. After 

the completion and final examination of the project, it will be presented to the Ministry of 

Education and Training for execution purposes. 

News about some other activities that are going ahead at present or are scheduled 

in the program will be given at the appropriate time in the future. 

 

 

JAPON 

 

THE JAPAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR PHILOSOPHY,  

                                                      THE SCIENCE COUNCIL OF JAPAN  

 
Report of activities 2007 

 

President: Prof. Dr. Hisatake Kato 
4-29-18 Hakusan, Bunkyo-ku, Tokyo, 112-0001, Japan           
Fax No.: +81-3-3815-6176 
E-mail address: hegeron853@kuf.biglobe.ne.jp 

Secretary: Prof. Dr. Sengaku Mayeda 
The Eastern Institute  
2-17-2 Sotokanda, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, 101-0021, Japan 
Tel. +81-3-3251-4081 Fax No.: +81-3-3251-4082 
E-mail address: mayedas@jcom.home.ne.jp 

 

mailto:hegeron853@kuf.biglobe.ne.jp


 

 

 37 

Member Society I: THE PHILOSOPHICAL ASSOCIATION OF JAPAN    
   A. Present Number of Members: 1,860  
   B. Meeting:  

The Annual Academic Conference of our Society was held in Chiba May 19-20, 

2007, during which period a symposium on "What is philosophy?" as well as 

two colloquiums on ñGender and Philosophyò and ñPhilosophy of Caringò was 

organized.  
C. Publication:  

Tetsugaku (Philosophy, annual Review), no. 58  
              The special feature in this issue: What is philosophy? 

D. Project for 2007:  
The Annual Conference of our Society will be held in Hiroshima May 17-18, 

2008, with a symposium and two colloquiums.  
 

Member Society II: THE JAPANESE SOCIETY FOR ETHICS  
A. Present Number of Members: 1,045 members 
B. Meeting: 

The Annual Conference of our Society was held in Tokyo, October 14-15, 2006, 

during which period a symposium on ñEthics and Religious Thought: Where and 

how can and should ethics collaborate with religious thoughts?ò was organized, 

and various issues concerning religious elements in ethical thinking were 

discussed.   
C. Publications:   

Rinrigaku Nenpo (Annals for Ethics), no. 56.     
D. Projects for 2007:  

The Annual General Conference of our Society will be held in Niigata October 

13-14, when a symposium on ñAging, from an ethical point of viewò will be 

organized. In addition, our society has decided to publish a special issue of 

Annals for Ethics in English and other European languages next year. 

 

Member Society III: THE SINOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF JAPAN  
A. Present Number of Members: 2,018 members 
B. Meeting: 

The Annual Conference of our Society was held in Tokyo October 8-9, 2006, 

with a symposium on ñProposal on Sinology: Japanese Sinology Viewed from 

Outsideò. 
C. Publications:  

Nihon Chugokugakkai Ho (Bulletin of the Sinological Society of Japan), no. 58. 
D. Projects for 2007:  

The Annual Conference of our Society will be held from 6-7 October, 2007, in 

Nagoya. 
 

Member Society IV:  JAPANESE ASSOCIATION  OF INDIAN AND BUDDHIST 

STUDIES  
A. Present Number of Members: 2,467 members (including 86 members abroad) 
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B. Meeting: 
The 57th Annual Academic Conference of our Society was held from 12-13 

September, 2006, in Tokyo. The special session of the Conference, "Thought and 

Culture related to the Vimalakirtinirdesasutra", was organized.  
The Vimalakirtinirdesasutra, a well-known major text of Mahayana 

Buddhism, has attained high popularity and has been regarded as extremely 

important in Japan since the very beginning of transmission of Buddhist 

canons to Japan. But it is the Classical Chinese version of the text that has 

been prevalent in East Asia. A Sanskrit manuscript was discovered at the 

Potala Palace, Tibet in 1999 during the research expedition conducted by the 

Institute for Comprehensive Studies of Buddhism, Taisho University, Japan. 

In this session several scholars discussed current issues from various 

viewpoints on the basis of the most recent studies of the Sanskrit manuscript.   
C. Publication: 

Indogaku-Bukkyogaku-Kenkyu (Journal of Indian and Buddhist Studies), vol. 55, 

nos. 1, 2 and 3, December, 2006 and March, 2007. 
D. Project for 2007:  

The 58th Annual Academic Conference of our Society will be held from 4-5 

September, 2007 in the city of Tokushima, with a symposium on Buddhist 

pilgrimage in Shikoku. 

 

Member Society V: THE JAPANESE ASSOCIATION FOR RELIGIOUS STUDIES  
A. Present Number of Members: 2,142 members 
B. Meeting: 

The 65th Annual Conference of our Society was held in Sendai September 16-18, 

2006, with a symposium on ñA Point of Contact between the Dead and the 

Livingò was organized. 
C. Publication: 

Shukyo-Kenkyu (Journal of Religious Studies), nos. 352, (planned) 353 (Special 

Issues), 354, 355. 
D. Project for 2007: 

The 66th Annual Conference of our Society will be held from 15-17 September, 

2007, in Tokyo. 

 

Member Society VI: THE JAPANESE SOCIETY FOR AESTHETICS   
A. Present Number of Members: 1,642 members 
B. Meeting: 

The Annual Conference of our Society will be held from 6-8 October, 2007, in 

Sapporo with a symposium on "Ainu [a minority group in Japan] Art".  
C. Publication: 

Bigaku (Aesthetics), nos. 229, 230, (planned) 231, 232. 
D. Projects for 2008: 

The Annual Conference of our Society will be held from 11-13 October, 2008, 

in Kyoto. 
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RUSSIE 

 
RUSSIAN PHILOSOPHICAL SOCIETY ï Bulletin No. 1 (41) 2007 (256 p.) 

We hereby announce publication and circulation of the Bulletin of the Russian 

Philosophical Society No. 1, 2007 (Editor-in-Chief, Professor A. N. Chumakov; 

Executive Secretary, Professor N. Z. Yaroschuk).  

The issue opens with the Editorôs Column by Pr. A. N. Chumakov writing about 

the journalôs ten yearsô experience, the editorsô policy and the principles of 

intercourse with authors and readers on the occasion of Entering the New Decade  

Information from the RPhS Regional Branches and Organisations includes materials 

about the activities of the RPhS Saratov regional branch in 2006; the past and 

present of St. Petersburg Philosophic Society; the session of the RPhS Magadan 

branch attended by RPhS Vice President A. N. Chumakov; the activities of the 

Geopolitics section; the RPhS Theological Scholars section; the RPhS Orenburg 

regional branch winning the competition for public financial support.  

Events and Comments inform about the Round Table on Credo New and 

Contemporary Public Philosophical Debates in St. Petersburg; the Theoretical 

Seminar on Ethics in Science in Ulyanovsk State Technological University; the 

Sixth Frolov Readings On the Meaning of Life, on Death and Immortality at the 

Institute of Philosophy, the Russian Academy of Sciences (Moscow); the 

activities commemorating the 150th anniversary of Sigmund Freud; the 

International Young Political Scientitstsô Forum Foros ï Siberia ï 2007 in 

Novosibirsk; the Round Table on  Freedom and Responsibility at the Moscow 

State Juridical Academy; the International Public Workshop on Children of New 

Consciousness at the Nicholas Roerich Museum Centre in Moscow; the Fourth 

International Conference on The Activist Notion of Culture As a Form of Human 

Existence in Nizhnevartovsk; the International Workshop on Ontology and 

Understanding: Problems of Interrelation in Ufa; The Eleventh International 

Conference on Problems of Informatics, Theory of Science, Education in 

St. Petersburg; the Biblio-Globe Philosophy Club in Moscow. 

Read Conference of Social Science Department Heads for information on the 

National Conference of Social Science Departments Chairs and Teachers of 

Humanities from the Education National Project Winner-Schools at the Moscow 

State Lomonosov University and the conferenceôs recommendations, as well as 

responses to it: Silent Destruction by Pr. V. N. Belov (Saratov) and Conference of 

Humanitarians and Humanitarian Mission by Pr. V. I. Przhilensky (Stavropol).  

See Towards the Twenty-second World Congress of Philosophy for information 

about the congress on Rethinking Philosophy to be held from July 30 to August 5, 

2008 in Seoul, its plenary sessions, symposiums and sections, and application 

procedures. We also publish information on the Cultural Event to follow the 

Congress: some 100 Russian and foreign scholars will travel from Seoul to 

Vladivistok and then by chartered train along the Transsiberian Railway to 



 

 

 40 

Moscow with stops in major cities for conferences, scholarly meetings and sight-

seeing (visit to Lake Baikal included).  

UNESCO and Philosophy informs of the International Philosophy Day in Yakutsk 

and Makhachkala.  

Problems of Reaching Philosophy presents Journal and Textbook Philosophy: Can 

Alienation Be Oversome? by Pr. V. N. Porus (Moscow) and Testization of the 

Entiry Landé by Pr. N. S. Rybakov (Pskov). 

Managing Education: Contemporary Approaches presents On Practicableness of 

Philosophical Education by Pr. V. S. Diev, Dean, Faculty of Philosophy, 

Novosibirsk State University, discussing philosophy and methodology of decision-

making as specialized degree field.  

Union of Philosophy and Natural Sciences presents Ignorance Is Not an Argument 

by Pr. T. P. Lolayev (Vladikavkaz). 

Experience of Philosophical Cooperation presents Russian Cultural Studies in 

China by Pr. Chan Baichun (Peking).  

We dedicate a special Chinese Philosophy Page to the Russia Year in China. Read 

Influence of B. M. Kedrovôs Ideas of the Chinese Philosophy of Science and 

Technology by Pr. Bao Ou (Peking) and What Causes Loss of the Spirit of 

Humanism? by Assoc. Prof. Lin Yanmei (Peking).  

Civil Society presents excerpts from the Russian Federation Public Chamber 

Experts Report analyzing realities created by the developing civil society (to be 

continued).  

The Standpoint presents Is Knowledge of Mind and Soul Scientific? by 

Pr. D. V. Pivovarov (Yekaterinburg).  

Raising an Issue presents With What Is Renaissance of Philosophy to Begin? by 

Pr. V. A. Kharitonov (Moscow) and Factors and Criteria of Quality in 

Philosophical Education by Pr. A. I. Yakovlev (Moscow). 

Published By Way of Discussion are Loss of the Meaning of Life as a Problem of 

Modern Society by I. F. Ponizovkina, Ph. D. (Moscow); Transformations of Soviet 

Culture by L. A. Bulavla, Ph. D. (Moscow); Aesthetic Space and Its Perception by 

N. N. Rodnova (Moscow); The Role of Text in Cognitive Interpretation by 

Pr. A. B. Belinskaya (Moscow); The Twinkling of Reason in the Darkness of 

Rationalities by Assoc. Prof. V. D. Zhirnova (Moscow).  

Philosophical Anthropology presents Anthropological Renaissance by 

Pr. P. s. Gurevich (Moscow).  

Philosophy and Culture presents Culture and Freedom by Pr. V. Zh. Kellé 

(Moscow). 

Oriental Philosophies present Traces of Archaic Thinking in the Chinese 

Language by postgraduate student M. V. Bereznyak (Moscow).  



 

 

 41 

History and Philosophy of Science present On the Systems Approach to Giving 

Classes on History and Philosophy of Science by Assoc. Pr. V. M. Kondratyev 

(Moscow) and On the Feasibility of a Course in History and Philosophy of Science 

by Pr. Yu. M. Shilkov (St. Petersburg).  

Global Studies inform of the recent meetings of the Global Studies Regular 

Seminar under the RPhS Presidium discussing Global Problems and Ways to 

Solve Them as presented by Pr. A. M. Kovalyov (Moscow) and Political 

Orthodoxy in the Global World as presented A. V. Mitrofanova, D. Polit. Sc. Read 

also Philosophical and Sociopolitical Problems of Globalised Society by doctoral 

student A. A. Gezalov (Baku).  

Responses to Our Publications present Turn to Culture to Protect Philosophy by 

Assoc. Prof. T. S. Lapina (Moscow).  

From Correspondence with Our Readers presents a letter by Pr. Ph. Kh. Kessidi 

(Athens) dealing with problems of university education.  

Feedback presents an analytical review of RPhS Bulletin 2006:4 by an 

independent observer Pr. V. F. Druzhinin (Moscow). Read also To Take a Fresh 

Look by S. S. Peruansky, Cand. Phys.-Math. Sc. (Moscow) and Post Scriptum by 

Pr. A. N. Chumakov (Moscow).  

The Young Philosopherôs Page presents Accessing Philosophyé by Moscow 

students O. Golovanova, V. Turetskaya, and S. Shchenikova.  

Philosophy in the Internet presents Is There Life in the Internet? by 

Dnepropetrovsk student M. Tarabakina.  

Contemporary Foreign Journal presents U.S. and Belgian journals: The World of 

Classics, The Teaching of Idealism, International Philosophical Quarterly.  

Transactions of the Russian Philosophical Society inform of the namesake 

publication providing all RPhS members with a unique chance of self-expression 

and self-assertion in presenting their writings on a wide range of subjects to the 

judgement of an exacting audience. The goals and purposes of the publication, as 

well as criteria of selection are explained Pr. Yu. M. Khrustalyov, Executive 

Editor.  

Philosophers Joke Too present Speckled Hen and The Gender Interpretation of 

Dasein by Pr. V. A. Konev who has dedicated these philosophical humoresques 

to the Womenôs Day (March 8).  

The Poetic Page presents poems by Alevtina Shiryaeva (Moscow), Aleksander 

Yankelevich (Moscow), T. Knyazeva (Moscow).  

Pro Memoria presents recollections of the distinguished Russian philosopher 

Pavel Vasilyevich Kopnin by Pr. F. A. Selivanov (Tyumen).  

Our Contemporaries present Tamara Vasilyevna Samsonova and Andumalik 

Nysanbayev.  

Read Useful Information about the results of the young scholars and studentsô 

competition in philosophy, social science, psychology and law studies in 2006; 
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Regulations for Application and Publication of Scholarly Papers in the Bulletin 

of the Tambov University; the launch of the UNESCO International Network of 

Women Philosophers; V. A. Stoff Centre for Contemporary Philosophy and 

Culture. 

Published as Noteworthy are information about Presidential Grant of 300,000 

roubles for the needs of RPhS regional branches; master vacancies in History 

and Philosophy of Science and Applied Ethics at the Faculty of Philosophy, 

Moscow State Lomonosov University; The Golden (Silver) Owl, Russiaôs first 

philosophical medal; the Eurasian Studies Branch of the Russian Academy of 

Natural Sciences; the multimedia publications of the RPhS Social Medicine and 

Psychology section; the Sixth Young Authors School in Pushkin (off 

St. Petersburg); the International Philosophy Olympiad in Turkey.  

See also book reviews, annotations, book announcements, information on books and 

journals available at the RPhS Presidium, doctoral (8) and candidate (90) 

dissertations in philosophy defended in the first quarter of 2007. 

Published also are letters of congratulations on jubilees and other notable events 

in philosophersô lives and obituaries. 

We also publish Supplement to the RPhS Conferences Plan for 2007 (101 events); 

supplement the RPhS Structure informing of the Philosophy of Geopolitcs 

section; Additions to the RPhS Membership List (amounting to 5,665 individual 

members). 

Read also requirements for the RPhS membership for 2007. Like in other issues 

of the Bulletin it is explained that the Russian Philosophical Society counts as its 

members only those who have paid the yearly membership fee and have been 

consequently included in the current year membership list. They henceforward 

enjoy all the privileges of the Society members, including subscription to the 

RPhS Bulletin. Full membership lists are published yearly in RPhS Bulletin No. 3 

for the year in question; additions to the membership lists, in RPhS Bulletin 

No. 4. 

On the occasion of the Bulletinôs 10th anniversary we publish photo portraits of 

Editorial Board members and column editors. 

The Bulletinôs subscription index in the Rospechat Catalogue is 79643. Please, send 

your e-mail messages addressed to the RPhS Presidium and the RPhS Bulletin 

Editorial Board  to rphs@iph.ras.ru. Our Internet website is www.logic.ru/~phil-soc. 

To contact the Editors, please, call (495) 637-92-98. 

 

 

 

ASSOCIATION DES SOCIETES DE PHILOSOPHIE DE LANGUE FRANÇAISE 

(ASPLF). 

Président :  Professeur Jean Ferrari,  
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Secrétaire :  Professeur Jean Leclercq  

 rue de Saint Ghislain 2 /104 ï B 1348 Louvain la neuve ï Belgique 

 tel : 0032477752458 ï leclercq@sofi.ucl.ac.be  

53 sociétés affiliées 

 

Activités du 15 septembre 2006 au 30 juin 2007. 

La préparation du 32è Congrès de l'ASPLF est entrée dans une phase 

active. Il aura lieu à Carthage du 28 août au 1
er
 septembre 2008 sur le thème : 

"L"universel et le devenir de l'humain". Organisé par l'Association tunisienne des 

études philosophiques sous la présidence du Professeur Ali Chenoufi, il 

comprendra quatre grandes sections : 

1
ère

 section : figures anciennes et figures modernes de l'universel et de l'humain. 

2
ème

 section : les défis biologiques et les métamorphoses de l'Universel. 

3
ème

 section : des défis politiques et les modifications récentes de notre perception du 

futur humain. 

4
ème

 section : multiculturalisme et universalité à venir. 

(adresse électronique du congrès : asplf2008@yahoo.fr 

Les propositions de communications devront parvenir aux organisateurs avant le 10 mars 

2008, accompagnées d'un résumé n'excédant pas 25 lignes. 

Toute information concernant les modalités d'inscription et de 

participation peut-être demandée à l'adresse électronique du congrès ci-dessus. 

Colloque intermédiaire : VIIIème Congrès international de la Société 

d'études kantiennes de langue française ï Université Laval ï Québec. 3-6 octobre 2007 

sur le thème : "Kant avant la Critique de la raison pure. Programme sur le site 

internet :www.fp.ulaval.ca  

Publications : L'homme et le réflexion, Actes du XXXème congrès de 

l'ASPLF, Paris, Librairie philosophique J. Vrin, 2006, 509 pages. 

 

 

 

GOTTFRIED -WILHELM -LEIBNIZ GESELLSCHAFT  

 

Activities:  

 

Prof. Dr. Hans Poser (Berlin): ñEthische Probleme der Nanotechnologieò ï Donnerstag,  

den 8. März, 2007 

 

Dr. Eva Johanna Schauer (Hannover): ñPrinzessin Antonia zu W¿rttemberg (1613-1679)  

und ihre kabbalistische Lehrtafelò ï Donnerstag, den 19. April 2007 

 

mailto:leclercq@sofi.ucl.ac.be
mailto:asplf2008@yahoo.fr
http://www.fp.ulaval.ca/
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Prof. Dr.-Ing. Dr. h. c. mult. Friedrich-Wilhelm Wellmer (Hannover): ñLeibnizô Wirken  

im Oberharzer Silberbergbauò ï Donnerstag, den 7. Juni 2007 

Exkursion in den Harz an: ñDas Oberharzer Wasserregal, das Energiesystem des  

historischen Silberbergaus und Leibnizô Versuche, das System zu optimierenò ï 

Samstag, den 30. Juni 2007 

 

Prof. Dr. Dr. Franz Schupp (Freiburg/Br.): ñAverroes Latinus/Averroes Arabus. Ein  

Missverstªndnis: Leibniz und andereò ï Freitag, den 16. November 2007 

 

 

Das Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung hat das Jahr 2007 zum Jahr der 

Geisteswissenschaften ausgerufen und unter das Motto ñSpracheò gestellt. Die Gottfried-

Wilhelm-Leibniz-Gesellschaft beteiligte sich daran mit einer Vortragsreihe zum Thema 

ñDie verborgene Sprache der Dingeò: 

 

Vortrag der Mitarbeiter der Leibniz-Editionsstelle Potsdam: ñWasserzeichen,  

Zettelwirtschaft, und falsche Fährten. Zur Datierung von Leibniz-Handschriftenò 

ï Samstag, den 2. Juni 2007 

 

Prof. Dr. Herbert Breger (Hannover) / Dr. Sabine Sellschopp (Berlin) / Dr. Siegmund  

Probst (Hannover): ñ óéconfusum ist chaos schedarumô: Irrweg, verwischte  

Spuren une verborgene Wegweiser im Labyrinth des Leibniz-Nachlassesò ï 

Donnerstag, den 28. Juni 2007 

 

Karljosef Kreter (Hannover): ñBedeuter Hannover wirklich óhohes Uferô? Zur  

Entwicklung der Namensdeutung von den ältesten Sagen bis zur 

wissenschaftlichen Erklªrungò ï Donnerstag, den 12. Juli 2007 

 

Claudia M. Boedecker (Hannover): ñSehen lernen am Beispiel von Fªlschungen und                                        

Originalen im Kestner-Museumò ï Donnerstag, den 18. Oktober 2007 

 

Theo Kºlzer (Berlin): ñ óDer Zweck heiligt die Mittelô? Mitteralterlichen              

Urkundenfªlschen auf der Spurò ï Donnerstag, den 22. November 2007 

 

Arbeitsgesprªch zum Thema ñLeibniz als Sammler und Herausgeber historischer 

Quellenò ï am 9. und 10. Oktober 2007 in der Herzog August Bibliothek Wolfenbüttel. 

Leitung: Frau Dr. Nora Gädeke (Leibniz-Archiv Hannover)  

 

 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN PHILOSOPHER S (IAPh) 

Call for Papers 2007-2008 

Multiculturalism and Feminism 
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Thirteenth Symposium of International Association of Women Philosophers (IAPh) 

 Seoul, Korea 

July 27  29, 2008 

The Thirteenth Symposium of International Association of Women Philosophers (IAPh) 

will be held in Seoul, Korea, just prior to the XXII. World Congress of Philosophy. The 

symposium seeks to bring philosophical analysis to bear on the complex  relationship 

between feminist and multicultural theories and practices. It also seeks to explore 

questions concerning commonalities and differences among women, who often come 

from radically different social, cultural, and political contexts and yet who live in a world 

that is increasingly globally connected.  

Feminism has developed globally in accordance with the diversity of the demands of 

women who are often faced with divergent forms of inequality and discrimination. Its 

diversity thus reflects the different sources of gender inequity that originate from 

particular socio-cultural and political situations. However, the diversity of womenôs 

concerns does not deter women philosophers from collaborating and engaging in shared 

philosophical discourse. The Seoul symposium will examine proposed solutions to the 

inequality and discrimination that undermine womenôs living conditions and that deny 

women decency, while also attending to issues posed by differences among women.  

The Seoul Symposium especially invites contributions from women scholars who are 

interested in the intersections of ñmulticulturalism and feminism,ò as well as with the 

philosophical interrogation of the concepts of ñwomen,ò ñfeminismò and 

ñmulticulturalismò as (for example) ontological, epistemological, or ethical questions.   

The symposium plans to focus its discussions around a number of substantive areas, or 

ñsites of inquiry.ò These include:   

[1] examination of the self-understandings of women in diverse culture and societies 

today. 

[2] critical reflection on the role forms of the family play within womenôs lives. 

[3] examination of how the perpetuation of tradition and processes of modernization ï 

and tensions between them -- affect womenôs lives within diverse social and historical 

contexts. 

[4] examination of processes of globalization,  their intersections with particularistic 

forms of inequality for women, and  the dilemmas thus faced by emergent global or trans-

national feminist movements. 

[5] discussion of biomedical practices, and other uses of science and technology, that 

may threaten womenôs rights to bodily integrity and social autonomy.  
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[6] analysis of the diversity of cultural norms that give rise to images of women in 

various forms of representation and self-expression, ranging from art, to religion, to the 

media. 

We welcome the participation of women philosophers and other scholars in addressing 

the intersections of feminism and multiculturalism through an exploration of any of the 

above ñsites of inquiry.ò  Proposals that address the relations of feminism and 

multiculturalism through other ñsites of inquiryò will also be considered.  

Abstracts:  

ü Language: English, German, French, Spanish, or Korean (language of the 

hosting country).  

ü Information: Abstracts should include 1) authorôs name, mail and e-mail 

address; 2) an indication (if appropriate) of  the ñsite of inquiryò for which 

the  contribution is intended; 3) Abstracts should preferably be submitted in 

two of the official languages of the conference, although this is not strictly 

required. 

ü Deadline: November 15, 2007. 

ü Length: 300-500 words. 

ü Abstracts for papers should be submitted using a form at the official 

homepage: http://www.iaph2008.org 

All further information will be posted on the official homepage 

Contact information:  

Heisook Kim, Ph.D.  

Dean of Scranton College  

Prof. of Philosophy, Ewha Womans University  

Mail: Scranton College  

 

 

 
INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR UNIVERSAL DIALOGUE (ISUD)  
 

Executive Committee: 
 

Edward Demenchonok, President  

Fort Valley State University 

1005 State University Drive 

Fort Valley, GA 31030 

U.S.A. 
E-mail: <demenche@usa.net> 
Homepage: www.isud.org  

 

http://www.iaph2008.com/
http://www.isud.org/
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Charles Brown, Vice President (Emporia State University, USA) 

Leonidas Bargeliotes, Secretary General (University of Athens, Greece) 

Douglas Shrader, Treasurer (State University of New York, Oneonta, USA) 

Topi Heikker , Review Panel Coordinator  (University of Helsinki, Finland) 

Keping Wang, Site Coordinator  (Beijing International Studies University, P.R. of 

China) 

Zhong-ze Li, Site Coordinator (Beijing International Studies University, P.R. of China) 

Mitsuo Okamoto, Global Participation Committee (Hiroshima Shudo University, 

Japan) 

Ignatius Bambang Sugiharto, Travel Stipend Committee Co-Chairman (Parahyangan 

Catholic University, Indonesia) 

 

The Board of Directors: 
 

Ronni Alexander (Kobe University, Japan) 

Alyssa Bernstein (Ohio University, USA) 

Kevin Brien (Washington College, USA) 

Catherine Firpo (The Art Institute of California at San Francisco, USA) 

Ellen Hansen (Emporia State University, USA) 

Edith Krause (Duquesne University, USA) 

Werner Krieglstein (College of Du Page, USA) 

John Lizza (Kutztown University of Pennsylvania, USA) 

Marc Lucht (Alvernia College, USA) 

Elizabeth Okeke (University of Port Harcourt, Nigeria) 

Chioma Opara (Rivers State University of Science and Technology, Nigeria) 

Jenny Tillmanns (University of Berne, Switzerland) 

 

Publications: 

 

The Challenges of Globalization: Rethinking Nature, Culture, and Freedom. Steven 

Hicks and Daniel Shannon (eds.). Maiden, MA, USA, Oxford, UK: Blackwell 

Publishing, 2007, 270 p. (The American journal of economics and sociology; v. 66, no. 1, 

Jan. 2007, invited issue.)  

 

Contents of the Volume: 

Steven V. Hicks, ñEditorial Introduction: Rethinking Nature, Culture, and Freedom.ò 

1. Edward Demenchonok, ñFrom a State of War to Perpetual Peace.ò 

2. Karl-Otto Apel, ñDiscourse Ethics, Democracy, and International Law: Toward a 

Globalization of Practical Reason.ò 

3. James P. Sterba, ñRethinking Global Justice from the Perspective of All Living Nature 

and What Difference it Makes.ò 

4. Alyssa R. Bernstein, ñHuman Rights, Global Justice, and Disaggregated Slates: John 

Rawls, Onora O'Neill, and Anne-Marie Slaughter.ò 

5. Charles S. Brown, ñBeyond Intrinsic Value: Undermining the Justification of 

Ecoterrorism.ò 

6. Marc Lucht, ñDoes Kant Have Anything to Teach Us about Environmental Ethics?ò 
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7. Xiaorong Li, ñA Cultural Critique of Cultural Relativism.ò 

8. Paul Santilli,  ñCulture, Evil, and Horror.ò 

9. John P. Lizza, ñPersons; Natural, Functional, or Ethical Kind?ò 

10. John Sanbonmatsu, ñThe Subject of Freedom at the End of History: Socialism 

Beyond Humanism.ò 

11. Keping Wang, ñA Rediscovery of Heaven-and-Human Oneness.ò 

Index. 

 

Activities:  
 

The ISUD held its Seventh World Congress on June 1-5, 2007, in Hiroshima, Japan. 

Theme: ñAfter Hiroshima -- Collective Memory, Philosophical Reflection and World 

Peace.ò  It was organized by ISUD and supported by The Jacobsen Foundation, 

Hiroshima University, Peace Institute of Hiroshima City University, Japan Association of 

Ethics, Peace Studies Association of Japan, and Hiroshima Peace Culture Foundation.   

 

The three keynote speakers presented their addresses: Albert Andersen ñPrinciples First: 

Metaphysics of World Communityò; Hisatake Kato ñIn a Quarrel Both Parties are to 

Blameò; and Hassan Hanafi ñIslam between the Ideal of Universal Peace and the Reality 

of Defensive War.ò  The first symposium was ñToward the Universalization of 

Hiroshima and Nagasaki Experience.ò  The second, public symposium was ñIslam in the 

Context of Universal Dialogue.ò  About 80 selected panelists presented papers in the 17 

sessions.  Philosophers from various countries (Australia, Canada, China, Finland, 

Greece, India, Indonesia, Japan, Nigeria, Russia, Switzerland, and U.S.) discussed the 

problems of war and peace, human rights, international law, cosmopolitan order, 

democracy, justice, responsibility, and intercultural dialogue. 

 

 

 
NORTH AMERICAN SARTR E SOCIETY 
 

Å A new website has been developed for NASS. Visit 

www.sartresociety.org  

Å The 16th Biennial Conference of NASS will be held 

April 4 - 6, 2008 at Mary Washington University, 

Fredericksburg, Virginia (paper submi ssions due BEFORE 

OCTOBER 15, 2007; send to: Prof. Adrian van den Hoven at 

vdhoven@uwindsor.ca)  

Å Members accepted a new written constitution for NASS .  

Å A Program Committee was created to screen conference 

proposals  

Å Editorial staff changes to our journa l, Sartre Studies 

International, include: (to come into effect after the Fall 

2007 issue) Stephen Hendley is stepping down as executive 

editor and being replaced by David Detmer; David Detmer is, 

www.sartresociety.org
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in turn, relinquishing his position as Reviews Editor and 

being replaced by Constance Mui.  

Å The Sartre Circle will be holding a paper session at 

the next Eastern Division meeting at the APA.  

 

NASS Executive Committee:  

President: Adrian van den Hoven vdhoven@uwindsor.ca  

Co- President: Christine Daigle, cdaigle@brock u.ca  

Treasurer: Jeffrey Paris, paris@usfca.edu  

Secretary: Yiwei Zheng, yzheng@stcloudstate.edu  

Members- at - Large:  

     Elizabeth Butterfield, bethbutterfiled@hotmail.com 

(Co - editor of Newsletter)  

     Michelle Darnell, mdarnell@uncfsu.edu  (Co - editor of 

Newsletter)  

     Jonathan Judaken, jjudaken@memphis.edu  

     Ron Santoni, santoni@denison.edu  

Webmaster: Farhang Erfani, persianphilosopher@gmail.com  

 

 

 

                                 

PHILOSOPHY WORLDWIDE:  

THE CURRENT SITUATION  
 

MATERIALS FOR THE COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL 

COOPERATION AND PHILOSOPHICAL ENCOUNTERS 
Second Edition 

2007 FISP 

 

 

On Contemporary Czech Philosophy                                      Jan Zouhar, 

                                                                         The Philosophical Institute of 

                                                                       the Czech Academy of Science  
 

The fundamental changes in Czech society after November 1989 have been, and are 

being, accompanied by a hitherto unseen interest in philosophical literature and in the 

study of philosophy. A central philosophical workplace ï The Philosophical Institute of 

the Czech Academy of Science ï has been gradually reconstructed and adapted, and is 

now the top philosophical institution of the Czech Republic (the director is P. Baran). 

Changes have also taken place at the Institute of Philosophy at the Faculty of Philosophy 

at Charles University in Prague (the current head is K. Thein) and at the Department of 

Philosophy of the Philosophy Faculty of Masaryk University in Brno (the head is J. 

Zouhar). The traditionally vigorous department of Philosophy at the Philosophical 

Faculty of Palacký University in Olomouc has been renewed (the head is I. Blecha) and 
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new departments of philosophy have been founded at the Faculty of the Natural Sciences 

of Charles University in Prague (the head is A. Marko ), at the Prague School of 

Economics (the head is J. Pavlík), at the Pedagogical Faculties of Charles University, 

Masaryk University and Palacký University and at the new regional universities in Plzen, 

Hradec Kr§lov®, Ostrava, Ļesk® BudŊjovice, Liberec. Philosophy is represented in an 

important way at the new Faculty of Humanities of Charles University in Prague (the 

dean is J. Sokol) and at the theological faculties in Prague, Olomouc and Ļesk® 

BudŊjovice. At all these workplaces the middle generations, and especially 

representatives of the youngest generation whose whole study was completed in the post-

November 1989 era, have started to express themselves in striking and diverse ways. An 

important contribution is also being made by authors of the older generation and by 

philosophers who worked in exile (E. Koh§k, V. BŊlohradskĨ). Specialist journals 

(FilosofickĨ ļasopis and Reflexe) have widened the opportunities for the formulation of 

clear viewpoints and the forming of philosophical groups and schools.  The basic 

periodical for the field is the peer-reviewed FilosofickĨ ļasopis (it has been issued since 

1953, the editor-in-chief is Petr Horák), which covers the very widest range of areas of 

philosophy and which aims to provide specialist information about the development and 

contemporary state of philosophy in the world and in the Czech context. The journal 

Reflexe was founded in 1985 by Ladislav Hejdánek and up until 1989 had come out in 

three samizdat numbers which, in 1990, were printed and published. Since that year the 

journal has been issued at first four times a year and later twice a year. The editor-in-

chief is Aleġ Havl²ļek and the chair of the editorial committee is Filip Karf²k. It 

concentrates on original studies in philosophy and theology. It provides translations of 

important texts of world philosophy, although its main emphasis is on original 

productions. It contains, as an integral part, reviews of Czech and world philosophical 

literature. An important role is played by the analytically orientated journal Organon F, 

which is published by the Prague Philosophical Institute in conjunction with the 

Philosophical Institute of the Slovak Academy of Science in Bratislava. Philosophical 

problems are also covered by certain Czech cultural-political reviews and dailies. A 

growing importance can been attributed to electronic journals such as E-LOGOS at the 

Prague School of Economics and Profil at the Philosophy Faculty of Masaryk University.   

Since 1990 the Philosophical Institute of the Czech Academy of Science has 

developed independent editorial work with its own publisher FILOSOFIA. Apart from 

original work it also issues collections from symposiums and scholarly conferences 

organised by the Philosophical Institute (generally with foreign participation and in 

collaboration with other scholarly institutions). Included in this editorial programme are 

also Czech translations of important texts of modern philosophy and other philosophical 

literature required for teaching in universities. Salient works from the history of Czech 

thought are published by the editorial board «Studies and Sources for the History of 

Thought in the Czech Lands». The series «Moral and Political Philosophy» is dedicated 

to a wide range of contemporary practical philosophy from moral, social and ecological 

philosophy to philosophy of the state, right and the political. The edition Parva 

Philosophica presents a series of smaller monographs by important contemporary 

thinkers. The series the Logica Yearbook includes the contributions from the annual 

international symposium Logica and the international colloquium on philosophical logic. 

These 71 publications bring to us, among other things, original and significant results in 
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the area of philosophical logic presented in the Czech Republic.  In the edition Basic 

Philosophical Texts we find publications of the work of significant classics, as well as of 

contemporary authors from other countries the translations of which are prepared by 

workers at the Philosophical Institute of the Academy of Science.   

The most important publisher for philosophical literature in the Czech Republic is 

Oikúmené, which, in a variety of series, brings us not only original Czech work, but also 

translations of source texts and of secondary literature, dictionaries, teaching texts and 

histories of philosophy.   

Despite the break-up of Czechoslovakia, the rich tradition of collaboration between 

Czech and Slovak philosophers continues and possibilities have been opened up for 

intensive cooperation not only in the Central European context (Austria, Germany, 

Poland, Hungary), but also with philosophical centres in France, England, Italy, the USA 

and other countries. 

The themes of Czech philosophy are very heterogenous. Interesting results have been 

presented by Czech philosophers in, above all, the areas of phenomenology, analytical 

philosophy, moral and political philosophy, and the history of Czech and world 

philosophy.   

The character and work of Patoļka has influenced a group of Czech 

phenomenologists who in many cases belong to Patoļkaôs immediate pupils. A Prague 

philosophical centre has been established by the Centre for Phenomenological Research 

which unites, on the international stage, philosophical research in phenomenology. 

Among Czech phenomenologists at the present time are I. Chvatík, Pavel Kouba, P. 

Rezek, I. DubskĨ, A. Mokrejġ, J. Pol²vka, J. Sokol, Z. Pinc, M. PetŚ²ļek, J. Michálek, R. 

Palouġ, M. Bedn§Ś, L. Benyovkszky, F. Karl²k, A. Hogenov§ and the Olomouc 

philosopher Ivan Blecha. 

The monograph by Petr Kouba The Phenomenon of Mental Illness (2007) explores 

the problematic of psychopathology from the point of view of the philosophy of being, on 

the basis of which Ludwig Binswanger and Medard Boss established the so-called 

psychiatry of daseinanalysis. The question of mental illness is most especially dealt with 

in connection with the finiteness of human existence in which are located the ontological 

conditions for madness as such. In the course of uncovering these ontological conditions, 

philosophy is at the same time confronted with conceptions developed by Michel 

Foucault, Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari that deal with the phenomenon of madness. 

In this way the work goes beyond the framework of Heideggerian philosophy and 

explores thematic possibilities that the psychiatry of daseinanalysis overlooks. 

Ivan Blecha in his last monograph Transformations of Phenomenology (2007) draws 

on his previous work and provides a consistent interpretation of phenomenology. He pays 

careful attention to the philosophy of Husserl itself, as well as to the currents which have 

grown out of it and which have had decisive influence on modern philosophical thought. 

The basic phenomenological approaches are also exploited in the discussion with some 

contemporary orientations, especially post-modern and analytical philosophy. 

In the broad area of analytical philosophy we should draw attention to several original 

Czech monographs. Petr KoŠ§tko in his work Interpretation and Subjectivity (2006) deals 

with the relation between external conditions of thinking and communicative acts and 

their subjectivity. He begins by posing the question of how the individual subject is the 

source of the contents of his attitudes and utterances if it is true that in defining these 
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contents his physical environment, the conceptual repertoire of his community and the 

conventions of language are all in a fundamental way involved. The author enters into 

discussions going on in contemporary analytical philosophy of the mind and the 

philosophy of language, especially into the dispute between the internalistic and 

externalistic construction of the content of propositional attitudes (such as beliefs, 

intentions or wishes) and between the individualistic and conventionalistic conceptions of 

the meanings of utterances. He concentrates on the subjective aspect of thinking and 

communication which he takes to be irreducible and also on ways of interpretation (in the 

sense of ascribing propositional attitudes and identifying the meanings of utterances), 

which they encapsulate. He also deals with the form which the controversy between 

intentionalists and conventionalists has taken in the sphere of literary interpretation; in 

this connection he defends a certain concept of the literary work and a certain conception 

of the relation between the work and the text. The book includes a lexicon explaining key 

concepts. 

Jaroslav Peregrin in the Chapters of Analytical Philosophy (2005) shows, by way of 

historical cross-section, the main problems of analytical philosophy in the twentieth 

century. He plays close attention to the causes of the rise of analytical philosophy and the 

development of their opinions on human knowledge, language and the world. The author 

has also prepared a selection of Czech translations of the texts of important logicians and 

philosophers of logic of the twentieth century, Logic in the Twentieth Century: Between 

Philosophy and Mathematics (2006).   

Analytical philosophy is the tradition to which a sizeable group of logicians belong ï 

P. Materna, J. ĠtŊp§n, P. Kol§Ś, P. Soused²k, V. Svoboda, and also some authors who are 

involved with the theory of interpretation, hermeneutics and the philosophy of mind such 

as Jaroslav Hroch and Marek Picha. 

Petr DvoŚ§kôs book Jan Caramuel of Lobkovic (2006) is a contribution to the history 

of formal and philosophical logic. It presents the remarkable results of late-Scholastic 

logic, especially in the area of the logic of relations.In treating of the thought of the 

Spanish Cistercian Jan Caramuel of Lobkovic, who lived and worked in Prague, the book 

may also act as an introduction to the intellectual world of Scholastic metaphysics and 

theology and its background of applied logic. The work not only brings us fresh insights 

into the history of philosophy and logic, but also a systematic view of the problematic of 

comparisons with modern logic, semantics and metaphysical theories. A historico-

philosophical dimension is also to be found in the monograph The Identity Theory of 

Predication (2007) by Stanislav Sousedik, which deals with the questions of the 

semantics of the singular predicative proposition. Working within an Aristotelean 

framework, the author conceives the realistic semantic theory of this elementary 

linguistic form and puts forward its metaphysical assumptions, which are not accessible 

to empirical knowledge.   

Moral and political philosophy is the subject of the activities of the Centre for Global 

Studies (director M. Hrubec), which arose in April 2006 as a common workplace of the 

Philosophical Institute of the Czech Academy of Science and of the Philosophy Faculty 

of Charles University.  It undertakes interdisciplinary research in the area of philosophy 

and the social sciences, and it endeavours to develop Czech research in a European and 

world context. It investigates contemporary political, social and cultural transformations, 

which result from the advancing processes of globalization, influencing the lives of 
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individuals and societies as a whole. It also endeavours to reflect contemporary issues in 

Czech, European and worldwide contexts. The project implements the collaboration of 

several hitherto rather disparate scholarly disciplines in an attempt to articulate new 

problems and issues and to develop the relevant theories. In the framework of political 

and social philosophy, politology, sociology and international relations the project 

focuses primarily on the theme of justice and democracy in the contemporary situation 

and it is concerned, above all, with the following thematic areas: 

Justice, legitimacy, participation and democracy. It inquires into these four themes 

primarily in connection with the main paradigmatic approaches to global questions, 

particularly the national, cosmopolitan and libertarian approaches. 

The recognition of cultural heterogeneity and social integration.  Inquiries into 

democracy and justice in connection with the relation between autonomy and 

heterogeneity and with the relation between freedom and equality ï in the framework of 

the cultural and intercultural.   

Human rights, state sovereignty and intervention. Inquiry into the principle of 

sovereignty as the hitherto recognised principle of the legal and political system of the 

international community of mutually independent states, particular attention being paid to 

its abuse and to human rights. 

The theory and methodology of science has been developed by Karel Pstruģina and L. 

Tondl, the last of whom recently published the work Problems of Semantics (2006) in 

which he provides an introduction to logical semantics, presenting the key concepts, main 

principles and personalities of this discipline. The theory of science is also the orientation 

of the Centre for Theoretical Studies (director Ivan M. Havel), which is a common 

workplace of Charles University in Prague and the Czech Academy of Science. The 

Centre attempts to arrive at the mutual understanding of scientists from the many varied 

areas, above all it aims to eliminate the traditional barriers between the natural sciences, 

on the one hand, and the human and social sciences, on the other. Important activities in 

this area regularly occur, with annual inter-disciplinary seminars as the locus for 

discussion between scientists and philosophers from academic and university workplaces. 

These are organized by J. Stachov§ and JiŚ² Nosek. In 2006 there was a seminar on the 

theme of Objectivity in Science and Philosophy, and the proceedings have been 

published of the seminar in 2004, Game, Science and Philosophy (2006), which were 

prepared for press by the organiser of the seminars, J. Nosek, who works on the theory of 

mind in the framework of analytical philosophy.  Much important work has been 

concerned with the histories of European and world philosophy. Milan Mráz works on 

Aristotle, Filip Karfík on neoplatonism, Lenka Karfíková on Augustine, Aurelius, 

patristics and scholasticism, Vilém Herold on medieval philosophy and John Wycliffe, 

Pavel Floss on renaissance philosphy, Martin Hemel²k on B. Spinoza, and ZdenŊk 

Novotný on D. Hume. Milan Sobotka is the most important Czech expert on German 

idealism (I. Kant, J.G. Fichte, F.W.J. Schelling, G.W.F. Hegel). Kant is also the subject 

of the work of J. Kuneġ and B.  Horyna, Ivo Tretera works on J.F. Herbart and 

contemporary French philosophy, Jaroslav StŚ²teckĨ works on W. Dilthey, JiŚ² Pechar 

works on contemporary French and German philosophy, Jaroslav Hroch on contemporary 

Anglo-American and Canadian philosophy, and BŚetislav Horyna on contemporary 

German philosophy. 

Let us look at certain monographs of recent times: 
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Lenka Karfíková, in her work Time and Speech: Studies on Augustine, Gregory of 

Nyssa and Bernard Silvestris (2006), is concerned with three authors from the fourth to 

the twelfth centuries and principally with how they treat time and language. Augustineôs 

celebrated analysis of time is expounded in connection with his conception of speech as 

the key to linguistically-organised memory, including the innate concepts of all things. A 

quite different conception of speech is to be found in Augustineôs older contemporary 

Gregory of Nyssa, for whom it constitutes no more than a human attempt to express how 

things act on us, and in this way involves the key to innate structures of the mind. (The 

study is accompanied by a translation of an extended execerpt from Gregoryôs writing 

Contra Eunomium, II.) The last of the authors, Bernard Silvestris, displays from a 

different angle than Augustine ï in a mythicizing reinterpretation of Platoôs Timaeus ï 

the person as a «being of time». Silvestris sees the person as a small cosmos which is 

finite and therefore finds its continuation in the other. 

JindŚich Kar§sek in his work Kantôs Analogy of Aesthetic Experience (2004) 

understands Kantôs theory of the beautiful in its historical context by displaying the 

differences in the conception of beauty in Kantôs predecessors (Baumgarten, Burke) and 

followers (Schiller, Hegel). Kantôs conception is thus presented as an important 

watershed in the development of aesthetics. The author points also to the internal 

coherence of Kantôs theory of beauty in relation to his conception of action and his theory 

of knowledge. The book may be understood as a systematic attempt to clarify the basic 

structures of our experience of beauty. 

BŚetislav Horyna in his monograph The History of Early Romanticism: Fichteð

SchlegelðNovalis (2005) concentrates on some of the main points which most stimulated 

ï philosophically, artistically and intellectually ï the ferment at the university in Jena 

around the year 1800. His approach centres on the romantic conceptions of religion, myth 

and mythology, all of which underwent a basic transformation in meaning and opened the 

way, for the Jenian romantics, to new forms of social communication, in which signs of 

the social, economic, and industrially-determined changes of the emerging modernity 

now started to be clearly visible. The philosophical source for the early romantics 

remained Kant and Fichteôs conception of transcendental criticism, but for the conception 

of the new mythology Schellingôs natural philosophy and philosophy of identity were 

also important.  From these roots there also arose the historically unique theory of 

romantic irony, whose author and great propagator was F. Schlegel.  Together with the 

Dionysian principle, developed by Hölderlin, this fed into early romantic poetology as 

part of a burgeoning uprising against the alienation and dehumanization of modern 

society. From the combination of these two elements there emerged the philosophico-

aesthetic idea of Symphilosophy or transcendental poetry. This was meant to present, for 

early romanticism, the pinnacle of attainable knowledge, in which science is transformed 

into philosophy and philosophy again into poetry as the most perfect expression of 

human rationality and feeling, which allows man to reach for acquaintance with the 

absolute. Novalis went the furthest in developing this romantic dream in his magical 

idealism, a highly poetical conception of the author of philosophy, aesthetics, poetry, 

philosophy of history and philosophy of man.   

Pavel Kouba, in his monograph Nietzsche: A Philosophical Interpretation (2006), 

attempts to provide a new approach to Nietzscheôs philosophy, which interprets 

Nietzscheôs seemingly disparate and often contradictory thoughts in their mutual 
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connectedness. He uncovers, behind all this, an unexpressed way of thinking which 

radically eschews the unity of an overall conception and goes beyond the metaphysical 

scheme of tradition, but does not desert or «level» the central problems. The essential aim 

of the work is not therefore historical, but rather to present the possibilities that 

Nietzscheôs philosophy opens to contemporary philosophy. 

Ladislav Benyovszky in his monograph The Unexpected: Thinking Being from Time 

(2006) thinks through the basic problems of Heideggerôs late philosophy. The aim of the 

study is the analysis of ecstatic temporality (unexpectedness), that is, time as non-

metaphysically understood, in contrast to the metaphysical understanding in which 

ecstatic temporality is accessible only as being and time. The first part of the study traces 

how, from the overall structure of ecstatic temporality, being, time, uncoveredness 

(alétheia) and the justifying basis are founded; the second part concerns the problematic 

of the meaningful layers of presence. 

Attention is given to ideological and political movements. For example V. Tomek in 

his monograph Anarchism: Freedom against Power (2006) is concerned with the 

development of anarchist ideas, from their suggestions in antiquity and in the Christian 

tradition up until today, and with the forerunners of anarchism, its first founders and with 

the classics of the nineteenth century, and the creation of modern anarchism at the end of 

the nineteenth century up to their forms in the twentieth century. The work deals with the 

development of anarchism not only in its concepts and important thinkers, but also in the 

forms of its movements, from the waves of terrorist assasinations and the anarchist 

influence in the trade-union movement through to its action in the revolutions in Russia, 

Mexico and Spain and its revival in the sixties of the twentieth century up until the 

modern forms of anarchism in the feminist movement, in ecological conceptions and in 

the anti-globalisation movement. The publication also includes a survey of contemporary 

Czech anarchism. 

Among historico-philosophical works are to be numbered many translations of the 

basic philosophical works from modern world philosophy, in which the foremost Czech 

philosophers have taken part. In the past five years we have seen published, for example, 

many of Platoôs dialogues, Aristotleôs Physics and Politics, Berkeleyôs Three Dialogues 

and On Motion, Kantôs Critique of Pure Reason, Bergsonôs Matter and Memory, 

Husserlôs Ideas towards a Pure Phenomenology and Phenomenological Philosophy, 

Sartreôs Being and Nothingness, Wittgensteinôs Blue and Brown Books, H. Arendtôs The 

Origins of Totalitarianism, and other works.  

An important part of the work in the history of Czech Philosophy is the publication of 

writings of the foremost figures in Czech philosophical thinking ï Jan Hus, J.A. 

Comenius, T.G. Masaryk and J. Patoļka. New publications of the works of important 

representatives of the Czech and European reformation of Jan Hus have been launched by 

a collective of Medievalists under the leadership of J. Nechutová. At the Prague 

Philosophical Institute there is a department for the study and editing of the work of J.A. 

Comenius which is led by M. Steiner and important researchers such as V. Schifferová 

and J. Bene  The key task is the preparation of a collected critical edition of J.A. 

Comeniusô Opera Omnia (in the original languages). The Institute publishes an 

international periodical collection Acta Comeniana (the editor-in-chief is V. Beļkov§ and 

2006 represented the 46
th
 year, or the 19

th
 year of the renewed series), which brings to us 

the latest results in Comeniological research. The Institute of TGM began in 1995, in 
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collaboration with the Masaryk Institute of the Academy of Czech Science, to publish the 

writings of T.G. Masaryk. An important task for editorial work has become the 

publication of the collected writings of the most eminent Czech philosopher of the 

twentieth century, Jan Patoļka, as many of Patoļkaôs texts have not yet been published. 

Sharing in this project is the Prague-based Archive of Jan Patoļka, whose activities 

involve the study and interpretation of the philosophical heritage of the work of Jan 

Patoļka, the publication of his collected works and the gathering of manuscripts and 

documents touching on his life and work. The publishing house Oikúmené has, so far, 

published of these writings the collections Care for the Soul I (volume 1, 1996), on the 

status of man in the world and in history, from the moral and religious questions of the 

individual, to standpoints concerning current socio-political events and reflections on the 

philosophy of history; Care for the Soul II (volume 2, 1999), a collection of papers and 

lectures and notes on the problems of the status of man in the world and in history 

(Heretical Essays, Plato and Europe, Europe and the Post-European Times etc); Care for 

the Soul III (volume 3, 2002), a collection of papers on the problems of the status of man 

in the world and in history (Heretical Essays etc); Art and Time I (volume 4, 2004), a 

volume which comprises texts published by the author which include Patoļkaôs studies 

treating of the threefold character of philosophical meditation concentrating on artistic 

work ï in relation to the wider totality of education, in relation to myth, and in relation to 

the problem of opening up sense, that is, of the movement of human existence (breaking 

through to freedom as an openness); Art and Time II , (volume 5, 2004), a volume which 

includes finished unpublished texts, notes and miscellaneous published texts, which 

comprise Patoļkaôs studies again treating of the threefold character of philosophical 

meditation we have just mentioned; and Comeniological Studies I (volume 9, 1997), a 

collection which includes chronologically ordered papers, reviews and occasional texts 

about J.A. Comenius, which the author published in the years 1941-1958. An important 

part of the Comeniological studies, in addition to the analysis of the work of Comenius, 

are Patoļkaôs comparative studies of Comenius with his eminent contemporaries, above 

all with Nicholas of Cusa, Descartes, Bacon and others, but also with thinkers who come 

after such as Leibniz and Herder. Patoļka thus, in many ways, went beyond the field of 

Comeniology itself and his studies are an important contribution to the history of 

European philosophy in general. Comeniological Studies II (volume 10, 1998), comprise 

chronologically ordered papers, reviews and occasional texts on J.A. Comenius which the 

author published in the years 1959-1970. Comeniological Studies III  (volume III, 2003) 

comprises Patoļkaôs unpublished monograph on Comenius and sketches of unpublished 

comeniological studies. The Czechs I (volume 12, 2006) is a collection of texts on Czech 

history and Czech philosophy. Along with the book On the Sense of Today, which shortly 

after its publication in 1971 was sent to be pulped, this volume of the Collected Writings 

also brings us important studies of Masaryk, as well as a whole series of shorter articles, 

reflections and commentaries on Czech figures of the past and the recent past, including 

the texts of Charta 77. The Czechs II (volume 13, 2007), is a collection of texts on Czech 

history and Czech philosophy. This volume of the Collected Writings includes the 

unfinished paper Who are the Czechs? in which the author considers the sense of Czech 

history, as well as lectures on the contribution of the Czech lands to the modern scientific 

ideal, which were delivered in the sixties in Louvain, and also a text on Masarykôs role in 

the «Hilsner case». The volume Letters to Václav Richter (volume 20, 2001) includes 
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correspondence with that eminent Czech historian of art and is evidence of Patoļkaôs 

deep interest in the questions of art and art scholarship. 

Apart from the writings of the foremost figures of Czech philosphical thinking, 

research work has also developed in the area of the history of Czech philosophy itself. 

Collectives and individuals in all the main workplaces concern themselves with this. In 

Prague at the Philosophical Institute of the Czech Academy of Science we have Josef 

Zumr, V§clav Tomek, Miloslav Bedn§Ś, and Miroslav Pauza, in the Olomouc department 

of philosophy we have Pavel Floss (J.A. Comenius), Karel Floss (the Czech philosopher 

J.L. Fischer), and Ivan Blecha (J. Patoļka in particular). The history of Czech philosophy 

is the subject of important work done by a collective of philosophers in Brno at the 

Department of Philosophy of the Philosophy Faculty ï JiŚ² Gabriel, Helena Pavlincov§ 

and Jan Zouhar, who in the last few years have published the overview A Dictionary of 

Czech Philosophers (1998) and several monographs on the history of Czech philosophy 

in the twentieth century, for example Democracy is Discussion: Czech Philosophy 1918-

1938 (2005). Attention has been given to periods and figures who have not been seriously 

dealt with in recent times. Fo example, S. Sousedík has published the monograph 

Philosophy in the Czech Lands between the Middle Ages and the Enlightenment. The 

Department of Philosophy and the History of Natural Sciences at the Faculty of Natural 

Science in Prague has worked on their founder, in 1919, the important Czech philosopher 

and biologist Emanuel Rádl (conference and collection Emanuel Rádl: Scientist and 

Philosopher, 2005).   

Metaphysical and ontological conceptions have been developed in several areas. 

Much discussion has been raised by Ladislav Hejdánek who has attempted to create so-

called objectless thinking on a Christian foundation (the work Objectlessness in Thinking 

and in Reality). Jolana Poláková has been directing her efforts in the area of the 

philosophy of transcendence. 

In systematic philosophy, discussion has been provoked by the project of 

evolutionary ontology which, in a monograph of the same name, has been advanced by 

Josef Ġmajs (Evolutionary Ontology). The coauthor of this work is J. Krob, who in 

addition to ontological questions also concerns himself with epistemology (with a group 

of other authors he published the work Epistemology, 2006). Krob also is concerned with 

philosophical questions of natural science and cosmology.  In recent times attention has 

been paid to the philosophy of history and, more precisely, to the sense of Czech history. 

Miloġ Havelka (The Controversy on the Sense of Czech History 1, 2), Ivana Holzbachová, 

Petr Hor§k, Miloġ Dokulil and others have been working on this subject, in relation to the 

texts of Masaryk and Patoļka. Connected with this is the question of Europe and 

Europeanism which O.A. Funda and B. Horyna (The Idea of Europe) have been 

concerned with. An important area of philosophical work is ethics, which Vlastimil Hála, 

JiŚ² VanŊk and Radim Br§zda work on. From the other activities of Czech philosophers 

one should mention the research work of the Faculty of the Humanities, which focuses on 

the area of the humanities and social sciences, especially with a view to their 

anthropological and generally humanistic dimension. In the framework of the research 

dimension Anthropology, Communication and Human Adaptation, attention is centred on 

the themes of upbringing, education and knowledge in a historico-anthropological, 

philosophical and communicative perspective and groups, values, norms and identity. 

The main aim is ï in collaboration with the Faculty of Natural Science of Charles 
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University as well as other faculties ï to create an anthropological «centre of excellence» 

at Charles University. It is the collective of philosophers at the Faculty of Natural 

Sciences in Prague which is introducing new themes into philosophical life ï ZdenŊk 

Neubauer who is concerned with philosophical problems of biology and physics, 

especially with the space of possibilities and realisation, the epistemological significance 

of form and the role of mythical motifs in knowledge; Stanislav Komárek, author of the 

book Head Down: Essays on Nature and Society (2000); and Anton Markoġ who is 

concerned with the theoretical elaboration of two problems in contemporary biology: 

morphogenesis and evolution (in his books The Emergence of the Living Form and The 

Secret of the Surface ï A Hermeneutics of the Living).   

An important role is played by philosophical workplaces at other universities and 

institutions of tertiary education, such as the Department of Philosophy at The Prague 

School of Economics. In this context it is clear that the main task of a department of 

philosophy is to communicate to students the most important parts of the philosophical 

and the spiritual-cultural heritage that forms the basis of Western civilisation. A no less 

important task is to provide students with a thorough orientation in the methodology of 

social, and especially economic, sciences, with emphasis on the application of the 

approaches of modern critical rationalism. It is in this ï the preparation for critical 

thinking ï that the main role of philosophy in the Czech Republic lies. 

(Translation: J.W.H. Hill) 
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During the second part of the Twentieth Century, Italian philosophical culture has 

been largely dominated by the neo-hegelian historicism of Benedetto Croce (1866-1952), 

of Giovanni Gentile (1875-1844) and, from the Marxist perspective, of Antonio Gramsci 

(1891-1952) ïaccording to whom philosophy coincides with history of philosophy.  This 

influence produced a large flourishing of studies in philosophical historiography that has 

no equivalent in any other country, and has become the peculiar characteristic of Italian 

philosophy. The most influential exponent of these historical studies certainly has been 

Eugenio Garin, a well-known specialist in the philosophy of the Italian Renaissance, that 

is of the period in which Italy has given the largest contribution to the culture in the 

world. A large number of scholars have been influenced by Garin: Cesare Vasoli, 

historian of medieval and renaissance philosophy, Paolo Rossi Monti, pupil of Antonio 

Banfi (1886-1957), a specialist in modern philosophy, both masters of large numbers of 

students, and other recent scholars, among whom we should especially note two 

historians of modern philosophy: Michele Ciliberto, President of the Italian Institute for 

the Renaissance, and Stefano Poggi, national coordinator of the PhD in Philosophy. 

Another flourishing area of studies has been constituted by the history of ancient 

philosophy: Gabriele Giannantoni, a pupil of Guido Calogero (1904-1986); Giovanni 

Reale, educated at the Catholic University in Milano; and Mario Vegetti, who has been 
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influenced by the French studies in cultural anthropology. In addition, studies in medieval 

philosophy have been largely developed through the work of: Tullio Gregory, pupil of 

Bruno Nardi (1884-1968); Alfonso Maierù, an expert in medieval logic; Gianfranco 

Fioravanti, Francesco Del Punta, and Alessandro Ghisalberti, pupil of Sofia Vanni 

Rovighi (1908-1990). 

In the field of modern philosophy we should recall the important works of Mario 

Dal Pra (1914-1992), Carlo Augusto Viano, Pietro Rossi, Valerio Verra ï a specialist in 

Ninetieth century philosophy; Giovanni Santinello ï a specialist of Cusano and student of 

general history of philosophy; and, more recently, Franco Volpi, an expert in German 

philosophy, in particular the philosophy of Heidegger. 

Historicism has however survived as a specific philosophical movement in Fulvio 

Tessitore, pupil of Pietro Piovani (1922-1980) and founder of an important philosophical 

school based at the University of Naples, in Raffaello Franchini, Girolamo Cotroneo and 

others.   

Another peculiarity of Italian philosophy is the flourishing of philosophical 

streams influenced by the Catholic religion. These are basically divided into two 

branches, neo-Thomism and Christian spiritualism, both cultivated in the Center for 

Philosophical Studies of Gallarate. This Center has promoted the editing of a 

Philosophical Encyclopedia, which in the last edition (2006) achieved the number of 12 

volumes. Neo-Thomism has been developed mainly in the Catholic University of Milan, 

and here it has assumed the precise characteristic of a return to «classic metaphysics». 

The most original representative of classic metaphysics in Milan has been Gustavo 

Bontadini (1903-1990), whose teaching has been continued at the Catholic University by 

Virgilio Melchiorre, who has basically developed the moral aspects of it, and by Evandro 

Agazzi, at the University of Genova, who has developed an original philosophical theory 

of science. 

A peculiar and, in a certain respect, more radical development of classic 

metaphysics has been opened up by Emanuele Severino: inspired by the thesis of his 

master Bontadini, for whom becoming is a contradiction, and the contradiction of 

becoming can be eliminated only if we admit Creation. Severino concluded that 

becoming, because of its contradictory character, cannot exist and is just an appearance. 

Severino decided to choose as a leitmotiv of his philosophy «Back to Parmenides!» and, 

as a consequence of this, he judged the whole history of philosophy to be a form of 

nihilism: because of the admission of the reality of becoming, traditional philosophy 

identified being with the nihil, i. e. with the nothing. The pupils of Severino developed 

the critical aspect of his thought, especially the criticism of the nihilism of technology; 

specifically Umberto Galimberti, Salvatore Natoli, and Mario Ruggenini, the last-

mentioned being close also to hermeneutics. 

Another orientation in «classic metaphysics» has been developed, also at the 

University of Padua, by Marino Gentile (1906-1991) and his school, with particular 

attention to Aristotle, not only as a contribution to historical studies, but by way of 

showing the presence of Aristotle in contemporary philosophy as well. To this school 

belong Pietro Faggiotto, Giuseppe Poppi, Franco Chiereghin, who later developed a 

personal position, and myself, Enrico Berti. The University of Padua has been, as it is 

well known, for many centuries the center of the diffusion of the Aristotelianism and at 

the same time, with G. Galilei and W. Harvey, the birthplace of the scientific revolution 
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of the 16
th
 century. Christian spiritualism ï already developed in the second half of the 

twentieth century by Armando Carlini (1878-1959), Augusto Guzzo (1894-1986) and 

Michele Federico Sciacca (1908-1982) ï is today represented by thinkers like Pietro 

Prini, close to French existentialism and to personalism, Vittorio Mathieu, author of a 

neo-platonist metaphysics, Carlo Arata, author of a personalistic metaphysics, and 

Armando Rigobello, a pupil of Luigi Stefanini (1891-1956), close to hermeneutics. 

In Italian contemporary philosophy we can find not only the peculiar 

characteristics I mentioned above, but also the presence of the main philosophical 

streams which dominate the world scene: Hermeneutics and analytic philosophy. 

Hermeneutics was first introduced by Luigi Pareyson (1918-1991), who founded a school 

at the University of Turin and who educated a lot of pupils: Sergio Givone, Claudio 

Ciancio, Ugo Perone and Gianni Vattimo, the most original representative of this school. 

Vattimo, starting from the hermeneutics of Pareyson, Heidegger and Gadamer, 

eliminated from Heideggerôs philosophy any reference to being and reduced all reality to 

the event (Ereignis). As a consequence of this «reduction» he proposed ï together with 

Aldo Rovatti, a pupil of the phenomenologist Enzo Paci (1911-1976) ï the so-called 

«weak thought», that is a thought which refrains from strong categories such as true and 

false, good and evil, because these categories are too violent, and admits, as a unique 

possible ethics, an attitude towards other people resembling a pietas. «Weak thought» has 

been considered the Italian expression of post-modernism, in part because of the very 

close collaboration between Vattimo and Derrida. Additionally, Vattimo proposed an 

interpretation of Christianity as a form of total secularization of religion and as an 

emptying out of the concept of God as the absolute, opposing it to any form of 

metaphysics. 

An unexpected development of Vattimoôs school has been the moving of some of 

his pupils from Hermeneutics to analytical positions.  This is the case of Diego Marconi, 

who works in the philosophy of language and who is strongly oriented in the direction of 

Analytic philosophy, and of Maurizio Ferraris, who defends a realistic philosophy of 

knowledge and is currently engaged in the elaboration of an ontology of social objects. 

Analytic philosophy is in fact the other great stream in world philosophy that has 

found a number of followers in Italy. Introduced into our country by Ferruccio Rossi-

Landi (1921-1985), a pupil of Morris and the translator of Ryle, analytic philosophy is 

today represented ï in addition to Marconi and Ferraris, already mentioned ï by 

philosophers such as Paolo Parrini, pupil of Giulio Preti (1911-1972), who is also close to 

the Kantôs philosophy, Andrea Bonomi, Paolo Leonardi, Paolo Casalegno, Eva Picardi, 

Michele Di Francesco, and Andrea Bottani. There exists today in Italy the Italian Society 

for Analytic Philosophy (SIFA), which organizes a conference every year and includes 

among its members a large number of academics.   

Hermeneutics and analytic philosophy obviously influence specific branches of 

philosophy: Hermeneutics influences mainly ethics, philosophy of religion and aesthetics; 

analytic philosophy influences logic, philosophy of science, philosophy of language and 

also ethics.  An ethicist close to analytic philosophy is Eugenio Lecaldano, who went 

from utilitarianism to the ethics of moral sense, while Giuseppe Cantillo developed Pietro 

Piovaniôs ethics. Carmelo Vigna has anchored his moral philosophy in the classic 

metaphysics of Bontadini, while Francesca Brezzi and Domenico Jervolino have been 

inspired by Paul Ricoeurôs hermeneutics. 
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In the field of the philosophy of religion we find the hermeneutics of Adriano 

Fabris, while Marco Olivetti, recently deceased, was influenced by the work of Enrico 

Castelli (1900-1977). In Italy, like in many other countries, bioethics has strongly 

influenced the philosophical debate, but in this country bioethics has provoked two 

opposite positions, the Catholic and the «laic» (in the sense of non-Catholic). Close to the 

laic positions are Carlo Augusto Viano, and also Demetrio Neri, Maurizio Mori and 

many others; Catholic bioethics is represented by Father Elio Sgreccia, by Francesco 

DôAgostino and, in a weaker way, by Paolo Cattorini and Corrado Viafora. 

Between ethics and political philosophy stand the studies of «public ethics», 

which are today represented especially by Salvatore Veca and Sebastiano Maffettone, 

both close to the neo-contractualism of John Rawls. On the side of political philosophy 

there are Norberto Bobbioôs (1909-2004) pupils, i.e., Michelangelo Bovero and Paolo 

Portinaro. Close to Bobbioôs positions was Nicola Matteucci (1926-2006), also recently 

deceased, who inspired a flourishing school, and who was the editor of the journal 

Filosofia politica. A name distinguished among the others for his original position in the 

studies on the concept of power is Giacomo Marramao, who is working today in more 

general topics in philosophy. In the field of political philosophy we have to mention the 

case represented by Antonio (Tony) Negri, who has been accused of having inspired 

extreme left violent political movements, but who is a well-known author of studies on 

the hegemony of American capitalism and on the necessity of a global proletarian 

revolution.   

In Italy, logic and philosophy of science have been represented by some great 

schools, directed by Ettore Casari in Florence, Ludovico Geymonat (1908-1991) in 

Milan, and Vittorio Somenzi (1918-2003) in Rome. Casariôs school is exclusively 

dedicated to logical studies; Marisa Dalla Chiara and Massimo Mugnai represent it today. 

Geymonatôs school is indeed dedicated to the philosophy of science and is represented by 

Giulio Giorello, the deceased Marco Mondadori, Silvano Tagliagambe and Enrico 

Bellone. Itôs peculiar to notice that all these philosophers initially adhered to Dialectic 

Materialism, which was the kind of philosophy professed by their master Geymonat, but 

later they abandoned it to embrace Popperôs positions.  To these last orientations belong 

the Catholic philosopher Dario Antiseri and also Marcello Pera, pupil of Francesco 

Barone (1923-2001), also known as former President of Senate, the second highest rank 

in the Italian State, during the last conservative government. In the field of philosophy of 

science a relevant position is that of Evandro Agazzi, who developed an original theory 

of scientific objectivity. Carlo Cellucci (Rome), Corrado Mangione (Milan) and Sergio 

Galvan (Catholic University) devote themselves to studies of logic. 

In philosophy of language there are also flourishing studies in Italy, and the 

school directed by the linguist Tullio De Mauro and composed of Franco Lo Piparo, 

Daniele Gambarara, and others challenges the primacy of the school of analytic 

philosophy. In this field is also to be found Giorgio Derossi, who comes from more 

traditional positions. Close to philosophy of language is semiotics, a discipline also 

cultivated by some philosophers, especially by Umberto Eco, who is known worldwide 

for his novels, translated into dozens of languages. Aesthetics also has many followers in 

Italy, among whom the most famous are Mario Perniola, Luigi Russo and Stefano Zecchi. 

Another Professor of Aesthetics is Massimo Cacciari, pupil of Dino Formaggio and 

author of some philosophical works on theological themes, currently engaged in politics 
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as mayor of Venice. Giorgio Agamben also started in Aesthetics and, later, moved to 

political philosophy. Finally, close to aesthetics is Remo Bodei, professor at the 

University of California, also engaged in more general works, primarily in 

anthropological studies. A philosophical orientation that continues to have a lot of 

followers in Italy is phenomenology, which has been represented by the the late Enzo 

Paci, already mentioned, and, today, by his pupil Carlo Sini and by Roberta de 

Monticelli. There is also a stream of «feminist thought» (or gender studies), which has its 

center in the «Diotima» group at the University of Verona.Its main exponents are Luisa 

Muraro and Adriana Cavarero. 

As can be seen in this brief overview, there is no such thing as a specifically 

Italian philosophy, but philosophy in Italy is closely connected to the philosophy 

developed during the last fifty years in other countries, in Europe and in the Western 

world. It has so happened that, in the first half of the twentieth century, the fascist regime 

produced a cultural isolation of Italy from the rest of the world, and this is the reason why 

some forms of philosophy very close to the local tradition have been cultivated, such as 

the neo-hegelianism which was traditionally developed in Naples, the historicism 

inspired by Giambattista Vico, and the neo-Thomism of the Catholic University of Milan 

and of the Pontifical universities in Rome.   

Immediately after the Second World War existentialism also developed in Italy, 

inspired by French existentialism (Sartre, Merleau-Ponty, Marcel), and promoted by 

some philosophers like Nicola Abbagnano (1901-1990), who later moved to a form of 

neo-Enlightenment, Luigi Stefanini (1891-1956), who interpreted existentialism from a 

personalistic point of view, Cesare Luporini (1909-1993), who later moved to Marxism, and the 

already mentioned Luigi Pareyson, who later moved to hermeneutics. 

Structuralism, on the other hand, has never enjoyed a lot of success in Italy, at 

least among philosophers, but it has been pursued by anthropologists and linguists. In the 

Seventies, Italy went through the young revolution experience similar to Berlin in 1967 

and to Paris in 1968, and Marxism became very fashionable and developed in various 

directions. First of all, we had a renaissance of the historicist Marxism of Gramsci with 

philosophers such as Nicola Badaloni and Valentino Gerratana, then a recovery of 

scientific and Enlightenment Marxism with Galvano Della Volpe (1895-1968) and with 

philosophers such as Mario Rossi and Lucio Colletti (who later moved to liberal political 

positions), and then we had a recovery of revolutionary Marxism with the «working 

class» philosophers Mario Tronti and the already-mentioned Tony Negri. 

During the Eighties we had a kind of «reflux» with the rediscovery of Nietzsche 

and of the later Heidegger, and a great influence from French post-modern thinkers like 

Lyotard, Deleuze and Derrida. More recently, during the Nineties, the most influential 

philosophy has been constituted by the Gadamerôs hermeneutics, which has given rise 

also in Italy to the renaissance of «practical philosophy» and which is expressed 

primarily in studies of public ethics and in bioethics. 

It is quite hard today to talk about masters and philosophical schools: there are 

some great individuals, like people already mentioned, but none of these has however had 

the same influence as Croce and Gentile during the first half of the twentieth century. 

Nowadays, we have a great number of philosophers, but most of the time they are just 

professors of philosophy, usually involved in the study of the history of philosophy or of 

some particular disciplines. Some Italian philosophers are engaged, sometimes 

successfully, in political life, such as the ex-Marxist Massimo Cacciari, deputy for 
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several times, the integralist Catholic Rocco Buttiglione, minister in the Berlusconiôs 

government, Marcello Pera, President of the Senate, and Gianni Vattimo, deputy of the 

European Parliament.  Some of them write for magazines and newspapers and often 

appear on television, like Severino and, again, Vattimo, where they enjoy a high 

appreciation by the public. 

We cannot forget that Italy ï with France ï is among the only countries of the 

world where students can learn philosophy during high school: philosophy is in fact an 

obligatory discipline in the last three years of the Lyceum. Italy is probably the country 

that has the highest number of professors of philosophy in the universities (actually some 

hundreds); it is the country where every year there are more then one hundred PhD 

students in philosophy; and it is a country which ï along with the United States ï has a 

very large number of philosophy associations (from the Italian Philosophical Society to 

the Italian Association of the Teachers of Philosophy, the Italian Society of the 

Philosophy of Language, the Italian Society of Aesthetics, the Italian Society of History 

of Philosophy and many others). 

We certainly canôt say that to this massive quantitative presence of philosophy in 

the life of the country there corresponds a particularly high quality level in Italian 

philosophical production or any influence of Italian philosophy in the world. The lack of 

influence of Italian philosophy outside Italy is due to the scarce knowledge of our 

language in other countries and to the lack of translations of Italian works. There are in 

fact very few Italian authors who are translated into other languages: Umberto Eco, 

Emanuele Severino, and Gianni Vattimo are the most famous ones, but there are also 

authors of works in the history of philosophy that have, however, a limited distribution 

among specialists. On the other hand, Italians translate the highest number of books from 

foreign languages, not only from German and English but also from French. 
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When speaking of «Croatian philosophy», referring to its history, one should 

mention that the term «Croatian philosophy» comprises not only philosophical thought 

written in the Croatian language and in the area of todayôs Republic of Croatia (or the 

historical Croatian regions: Central Croatia, Slavonia, Dalmatia), but also the philosophy 

developed by the philosophers who were ethnic Croats studying, living and working in 

foreign countries (mostly in Italy and Germany, but also in the area of todayôs South-East 

European countries, such as Bosnia and Herzegovina and Serbia) or writing in foreign 

languages (mostly in Latin). Therefore, the geographical, historical, ethnic, linguistic, 

political and cultural facts, diversities and changes affect the very definition of «Croatian 

philosophy» and raise the question: Is there «authentic Croatian philosophy» in the sense 

in which we can say that there is «German philosophy» or «French philosophy», with 

their histories and traditions? If there is, what is it? There were different answers to this 

question, depending on the different philosophical and non-philosophical parameters, but 
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today there is almost consensual acceptance of the term «Croatian philosophy», following 

intensive research into its history and achievements.
1 

The surveys of the history of Croatian philosophy usually start with the name of 

Hermann of Dalmatia (Hermannus Dalmata, Hermannus Sclavus, Hermannus Secundus, 

Hermannus de Carinthia, 12
th
 Century), Aristotelian philosopher, scientist and respected 

translator of Arabian and Greek Texts into Latin. During the following centuries the 

history of European philosophy was also significantly enriched by the work of many 

other philosophers of Croatian origin, such as Juraj Dragiġiĺ (Georgius Benignus, 1445-

1520), Matija Vlaļiĺ Ilirik (Matthias Flacius Illyricus, 1520-1575), Frane Petriĺ 

(Franciscus Patricius, 1529-1597), Marko Antun de Dominis (Marcus Antonius de 

Dominis, 1560-1624), Rudjer Josip Boġkoviĺ (Rogerius Josephus Boscovich, 1711-

1787), etc.   

From Herman Dalmata to the «Croatian National Rennaissance» and the birth of 

the modern Croatian nation in the 19
th
 century, Croatian philosophy has been developed 

both in the European and domestic contexts, both by philosophers of Croatian origin 

working in European countries and philosophers working in the Croatian provinces 

(writing mostly in foreign languages). Looking at the history of philosophy in the area of 

todayôs Croatia, we can say that in this period philosophical thought and education were 

mostly developed within the framework of the (Catholic) Church, i.e. its academies. 

Nevertheless, this doesnôt mean that there were no important contributions to the 

philosophical discussions of the time.  

This development, as well as the self-awareness of Croatian philosophers and 

philosophy itself, was strongly emphasized with the establishment of a modern university 

(the University of Zagreb, 1874), its Faculty of Philosophy and Department of 

Philosophy, which provided the possibility of continuity in philosophical education and 

philosophical discussions in general. It is connected, in the first place, with the names of 

Franjo Markoviĺ (1845-1914), Gjuro Arnold (1853-1941) and Albert Bazala (1877-

1947). Although during this period in Croatia other philosophical movements also 

developed (such as neo-scholasticism with its main exponent Stjepan Zimmermann, 

1884-1963), the mainstream of Croatian philosophy was connected with the tradition 

initiated by Markoviĺ and the Faculty of Philosophy at the University of Zagreb. In that 

sense, here should be mentioned the names of Vladimir Dvornikoviĺ (1888-1956), Pavao 

Vuk-Pavloviĺ (1894-1976), Vladimir Filipoviĺ (1906-1984), Marija Brida (1912-1993), 

etc. 

Although most of the philosophers mentioned above continued their work after 

the World War II and the establishment of the socialist regime in Yugoslavia (including 

Croatia), they were confronted with new circumstances. 

* * *  

The early post-war development of Croatian as well as the whole Yugoslav 

philosophy was marked by totalitarian state-party ideology; a single Marxist «party» 

philosophy was prescribed as mere ancilla politicae so as to follow the already 

established Stalinist model. A young generation of philosophers, centered in the 

Department of Philosophy at the Faculty of Philosophy, University of Zagreb, started 

their intellectual development in such surroundings of the early post-war years, and they 
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were the ones to formulate the Croatian «philosophy of praxis» in the decades to come. 

The big names of this generation are Branko Boġnjak, Danko Grliĺ, Milan Kangrga, Gajo 

Petroviĺ, Predrag Vranicki, in part Danilo Pejoviĺ and Vanja Sutliĺ, and sociologists 

Rudi Supek and Ivan Kuvaļiĺ.   

What was important in the formation and development of this generation was the 

fact that there were no serious rivals nor was there any competition regarding either 

politics or theory in their immediate surrounding. Because of the prevailing climate of 

ideological exclusivism present in dogmatic communist orthodoxy, pre-war philosophy 

professors could not deal with enthusiastic young Marxists. Besides, most of them had in 

various ways already been removed from the Department or had been forced to adapt to 

the new trends. On the other hand, Zagreb differed from Belgrade or Ljubljana, two other 

philosophy centres of the former Yugoslavia, in that there were no acknowledged 

representatives of the orthodox dialectical materialistic philosophy who had enough 

political or theoretical authority to direct the development of philosophy in that way. That 

is how the young generation of Marxist philosophers got the exclusive right to direct the 

development of the whole post-war philosophy in Croatia. 

The differentiated development of the Croatian Marxist philosophy in the 

direction of the so-called open, critical, humanistic neo-Marxism of West European 

provenance, later formulated as an autonomous «philosophy of praxis», started in the 

1950s in sharp opposition to the dominant orthodox and doctrinaire Stalinist dialectical 

and historical materialism. The preconditions, causes and reasons for this twist are 

numerous and multi-layered, being socio-political, cultural, and theoretical in nature. 

What were the basic socio-political grounds for this twist? Political conflict and the break 

with Stalin and the Soviet bloc in 1948 were surely its conditio sine qua non, but they do 

not explain the fact that the turn toward philosophy of praxis took place only in Croatia, 

while Marxist philosophy in other Yugoslav centres continued to develop in the same 

ancillary Stalinist spirit. Thus, reasons of a cultural and theoretical nature proved crucial. 

It was already in the 1930s in Zagreb, a centre of Croatian culture and philosophy, 

that a productive intellectual climate was created on the Left, which provided fertile 

ground for Marxist heterodoxy. That is to say that the specificity of the Croatian cultural 

scene was determined by processes much older than the Communist system 

establishment. The issue in question here refers to the leftist literary and scientific-

philosophical conflicts, which came to peak just before World War II. The opposing sides 

were the Stalinist orthodox gathered around the Croatian and Yugoslav Communist Party, 

on the one hand, and surrealists, lôart pour lôart artists, and neopositivists gathered 

around the leftist heterodox magazine Peļat (Seal) and led by the great Croatian literary 

and intellectual authority of the time, Miroslav Krleģa, on the other. The philosophy-

related part of the resistance was led by «Zagreb revisionists» Zvonimir Richtmann and 

Rikard Podhorsky, who opposed Stalinist Marxist orthodoxy by their own neo-

positivistic Marxism supported by new scientific findings, especially those of quantum 

physics.   

Even though the Croatian philosophy of praxis as a whole was of abstract 

humanistic provenance and anti-positivistic/anti-scientistic in orientation, it cannot be 

said that the heterodoxy of the Zagreb neo-positivistic revisionism was without response. 

Its presence in and influence on the leftist Croatian public contributed greatly to the 

creation of a productive intellectual climate that neither left Stalinist nor right fascist 
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dogmatism could destroy. It was precisely then that the pluralistic spiritual atmosphere 

enabled Zagreb to become the centre of a new Marxist heterodoxy ï the philosophy of 

praxis. 

Croatian philosophy of praxis started to develop a new orientation in the early 

1950s, in opposition to ontologized dialectical materialism, from which it initially 

originated. The new orientation was seen as «creative, anti-dogmatic, open Marxism» by 

inside observers or as a «revisionist» position of «abstract humanism» by opponents from 

the country and abroad.  Though representatives of orthodox Marxism were not very 

popular in other Yugoslav centres either, it was still the fact that they held influential 

positions in politics and science, which grew even stronger after the political fall of 

liberal communist statesman and theoretician Milovan ņilas, who later became the most 

famous Yugoslav dissident. This is how there were many Serbian and Slovene, but not 

Croatian, influential orthodox philosophers not only at universities but also among 

politicians willing to play the role of unquestionable arbiters in matters of ideology. It 

was precisely the orthodox philosophers from the previously-mentioned centres who 

opposed «the Zagreb school of abstract humanism» by claiming it was revising Marxism 

under the influence of «faddish trends of Western bourgeois philosophy» such as the 

existentialism of Jean-Paul Sartre or the philosophy of Martin Heidegger. Enthusiastic 

Zagreb heterodox philosophers, believing in the superiority of their own position in 

relation to ancillary and anachronistic dialectical materialism, did not defend themselves 

but launched an attack that was to efficiently destroy the rivalôs position by vehement, 

versatile and superior critique of the epistemological «reflection theory». What made it 

easier for Croatian philosophers to defend their own humanistic version of Marxism was 

the critique of their «revisionist deviation» coming from the Soviet base, especially when 

the latter also criticized official Yugoslav state and party politics. 

Croatian philosophers of praxis were developing their critical, open Marxism of 

Western provenance in opposition to the orthodox Marxist tradition. Revealing the 

forgotten humanistic dimension of Marxôs thought in his early philosophical writings, 

beyond the then prevailing ontological dialectical and historical materialism, Croatian 

philosophers put into focus the issues of man, praxis, history, self-activity, objectification, 

alienation critique, reification, and ideology. The concept of praxis became one of the 

key promoters of this orientation in Marxist philosophy.  It became recognizable owing to 

the journal carrying the same name and slowly gained an enviable international 

affirmation and reputation as the philosophy of praxis (praxis philosophy). Though the 

«philosophy of praxis» is most frequently associated with the journal Praxis, this very 

term ï praxis ï has a deeper theoretical explanation that was pregnantly outlined already 

in the introduction to the inaugural issue of the journal: «The name Praxis has been 

chosen because ópraxisô as the central concept of Marxôs thought expresses the 

conception of philosophy here indicated in the most adequate way.» And the conception 

of Croatian philosophy of praxis was sketched as follows: «If it aims to be revolutionary, 

philosophy must deal with relevant worries of the contemporary world and man, and if it 

aims to reach the essence of everyday life, it must not restrain itself from venturing into 

even the seemingly distant depths of ómetaphysicsô (é) We want a philosophical journal 

in the sense in which philosophy is the thought of revolution: unrelenting criticism of 

everything existent, the new vision of a truly human world and the inspiring strength of 

revolutionary action.»
2
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 The speculative-humanistic orientation of the Croatian philosophy of praxis was 

in its early developments disputed by not only orthodox Marxism but also scientistic 

Serbian neo-Marxist philosophy. The Serbian neo-Marxist philosopher Mihajlo 

Markoviĺ, aware of theoretical disagreements, announced in one Italian magazine sharp 

conflicts between Serbian and Croatian neo-Marxist philosophy as early as the middle of 

the twentieth century.
3
 However, conflicts failed to arise mostly because of the 

international affirmation of the «speculative philosophy of the Zagreb school of abstract 

humanism». This affirmation was due to the journal Praxis and to the Korļula Summer 

School, which brought together the most famous world names of Marxist philosophy of 

Western provenance, due to whom the Croatian philosophy of praxis gained an enviable 

international esteem. Neo-Marxists of the «Belgrade school» must have soon become 

aware of the fact that their scientistic Marxism was not going to be accepted in the 

contemporary Anglo-Saxon philosophy of science and also that, with their «meta-ethics» 

and «symbolic logic», they had nothing to look for among speculative-humanistic neo-

Marxists of Western (Continental) provenance. Thus, setting aside the anticipated 

conflicts with Croatian philosophers, they soon got rid of their scientism and took hold of 

«abstract humanism», in the guise of which they now, as full-fledged proponents of the 

«Yugoslav philosophy of praxis», skilfully grabbed a part of world fame. The conflict 

between the çZagrebè and çBelgradeè philosophical circles announced by Markoviĺ 

burst forth much later, not as a consequence of the previously-mentioned philosophical 

disagreements, but due to much more ordinary socio-political reasons. The conflict was 

stirred by Markoviĺ himself when he started publishing Praxis International in London in 

1981 without getting the consent of the Praxis founder. It is interesting to point out that, 

thereafter, the unjust claims to having established the praxis philosophy tradition on the 

part of Serbian followers who had joined later on, Croatian philosophers, its founders, 

stopped identifying their position as «Yugoslav praxis philosophy» and started 

increasingly to call it the «Zagreb philosophical school» and «Zagreb praxis philosophy», 

thereby accentuating their independence and separateness from the «Belgrade 

philosophical circle». 

That is to say that the penetration of Croatian Marxist philosophy into the world 

started with the appearance of Praxis, journal of the Croatian Philosophical Society, in 

1964, or better to say with its international quarterly edition issued since 1965 in English, 

German and French. The editorial board managed to bring together a great number of 

associates during eleven years of publication (1964-1974), i.e., nine years in the case of 

the international edition (1965-1973). Among these associates one can find many famous 

names of Marxist philosophy in the world, such as Ernst Bloch, Herbert Marcuse, Erich 

Fromm, Jürgen Habermas, Henri Lefebvre, etc.  The same circle of Marxist philosophers 

started the international conference/ summer school in Korļula ï Korļulanska ljetna 

ġkola, which brought together in its last ten sessions (1964-1973) equally acknowledged 

names of Marxist philosophy and sociology. Intensive and fertile contacts with the most 

famous names of Marxist philosophy in the world, made possible by Praxis and the 

Korļula Summer School, created the grounds for the affirmation of Croatian Marxist 

philosophy in the world. 

The reputation of Praxis, which was in Ernst Blochôs words çthe best Marxist 

journal in the world» at the time, was crucially due to the fact that the philosophical 

orientation it defended in its domestic and international issues ï so-called open, creative, 
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authentic, humanistic etc. Marxism ï was at the time of its publishing very popular and 

vital worldwide, especially in the highly developed West, where intellectual circles were 

dominated by the New Leftist trend of criticizing reified production and the senselessness 

of consumerist society. The critique of Stalinism and the revisionist attempt to affirm the 

alternative project of human socialism, or «socialism with a human face», as well as the 

socio-political project of self-management socialism as opposed to repressive «real 

socialism», attracted the attention and sympathies of the Western world. All this enabled 

a significant international affirmation of Croatian Marxist philosophy, which grew into a 

respectable Marxist orientation under the name «Praxis group», the most famous 

members of which published their works in many world languages, first in international 

collected papers,
4
 and later even their books were published by international publishers. 

Predrag Vranicki achieved the biggest international success with his book History of 

Marxism, which was the only history of Marxist philosophy in the world for a long period 

of time. It has had many editions and translations so far ï Italian (Rome, 1972, 1973, 

1979), German (Frankfurt, 1972-74 and 1983), Greek (Athens, 1976 and 1985), Spanish 

and Chinese. Two other books by Vranicki were translated: Man and History into Italian, 

Slovak and German, and Marxism and Socialism into Chinese and German. Apart from 

Vranicki, the other praxis philosopher whose works have been most translated is Gajo 

Petroviĺ. His book Philosophy and Marxism was translated into English (Marx in the 

Mid-Twentieth Century: A Yugoslav Philosopher Considers Marxôs Writings), German, 

Spanish, Czech and Japanese, and another book of his, Philosophy and Revolution, 

originally published in German (Philosophie und Revolution) was later translated into 

Spanish and English. Rudi Supekôs book Sociology and Socialism was also published 

abroad in German, and Milan Kangrgaôs Ethics and Freedom in Czech. The reputation of 

Croatian praxis philosophy proves itself also in numerous monographs and studies that 

have been written about it worldwide.
5 

The narrow theoretical orientation of Marxist praxis philosophy suited, with its 

recognizable procedure of «open, critical, creative Marxism» of a humanistic provenance, 

the spirit of the time and the dominating trends of mid 20
th
 century modernism, because it 

offered fresh and seductive ideas of democratic and humanistic utopia in the context of 

the conflict between the two competing global socio-political and ideological projects. 

This can explain its international success. However, the unilinear approach and 

exclusivism of this orientation had an adverse effect on the development of Croatian 

philosophy. The dominant position in the country and the indisputable international 

reputation of Praxis and of the Korļula Summer School, as well as of the praxis-

orientation in general, were not productively used to internationally promote the entire 

Croatian philosophy with its rich historical heritage, or to present other strands of 

philosophical thought. 

Quite to the contrary, praxis-philosophers mostly used their dominant position in 

Croatia not to promote the pluralism of ideas and theories, but to enforce a monopoly of 

ideas and an exclusivism and intolerance toward other philosophical orientations, and 

presented their «revolutionary thought» as the only one that is progressive and correct. In 

addition to this, the development of any non-Marxist philosophical orientation was 

brutally prevented by the Party regime, especially in its early years, and there were even 

legal provisions stating that the Marxist worldview was obligatory in the educational 
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process, which caused non-Marxist philosophers to be excluded even from universities if 

they failed to adapt to the officially proclaimed Marxist «scientific ideology». 

The regimeôs banishment of Praxis and the Korļula Summer School in 1974 thus 

left the Croatian philosophical scene empty, especially because Marxist philosophy in the 

late 1970s and 1980s completely lost its previous world-wide vitality and attractiveness, 

only to definitively end up as a mere anachronism in the dust bin of history after the 

global historical collapse of communism. Praxis philosophy lost its vitality together with 

the collapse of communism and the weakening of Marxist philosophy, so the main 

proponents did not even try to theoretically face the epochal challenges of the time. 

Almost everything they wrote or said later on was only a perpetuation of phrases 

stressing the superiority of the Marxist theoretical and practical project. 

* * *  

In this («post-Praxis») period we may speak about the growing pluralisation of 

philosophical life in Croatia, which was enabled by some developments in the previous 

period (the unbroken, but hushed up, tradition of «bourgeois philosophy», as well as the 

thematic diversity and different approaches inside of the «Praxis school» itself). 

Nevertheless, it should be mentioned that «Praxis philosophers» were active (and some of 

them still are) even after the «golden years» of the philosophy of praxis (1964-1974), as 

well as the fact that they have irretrievably influenced Croatian (Yugoslav and post-

Yugoslav) philosophy. It should be mentioned also that the second generation of «Praxis 

philosophers» has further developed the basic orientation and features of their professors. 

But from the growing interest in non-Marxist philosophies or their connecting with 

Marxist-oriented philosophy we may conclude that the process of philosophical 

pluralisation was unstoppable. The Marxist-oriented critique of Marxism itself has been 

followed by the beginning of the explicit critique of Marxism, as well as by the opening 

up of new questions and philosophical areas such as poststructuralism and 

postmodernism, philosophy of science and analytic philosophy, feminist philosophy 

(parallel to the strenghtening of the womenôs/feminist movement), psychoanalytic 

philosophy (especially under the influence of Slovenian philosophers), research into the 

national philosophical tradition, research into Eastern philosophical traditions (especially 

Indian philosophy), etc. 

Crucial for the formation of Croatian spiritual self-awareness regarding 

philosophy in this context was the appearance of the journal Filozofska istraģivanja 

(Philosophical Investigations). It started being published by younger theoreticians, as the 

only philosophical journal at the time, in 1980 ï in the vacuum left by the forcible 

extinction of Praxis. The enviable world reputation of Praxis, its predecessor, presented a 

danger and a challenge at the same time; danger ï that the new journal might turn into a 

mere copy of the previous one; challenge ï to escape from the shadow of senior 

colleagues, famous names of Croatian philosophy, and affirm a new talented generation 

of philosophers. In this sense Filozofska istraģivanja has, unlike the world-famous Praxis 

ï a philosophical journal of critical, but still unilinearly Marxist provenance ï over the 

years become a distinctive fertile arena of critical, creative and open spirit directed 

toward the pluralism of ideas and theories, various thought orientations and topics, as 

well as toward border and contiguous spiritual spheres.  The new journal has been 
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growing into a fertile meeting-place of young creative forces that have exchanged various 

theoretical orientations and worldviews through permanent communication and 

integrative dialogue.  This is the way contemporary Croatian philosophical thought has 

entered the world and come to be internationally acknowledged. 

The instrument most responsible for this new penetration of Croatian philosophy 

into the world and its international affirmation is the journal Synthesis philosophica (first 

issued in 1986) ï the international edition of Filozofska istraģivanja, in which texts by 

home theoreticians but also by great world names are published in German, English and 

French. It is important to point out that not only adherents of a single philosophical 

orientation get to have their texts accepted, as was the case with Praxis, to which world-

famous names contributed their texts, but all were of a Marxist orientation. Filozofska 

istraģivanja and Synthesis philosophica, on the contrary, publish papers by recognized 

scientists and philosophers from various countries and belonging to various philosophical 

orientations, such as for example Kostas Axelos, Walter Biemel, Noam Chomsky, John J. 

Cleary, Hans-Georg Gadamer, Jürgen Habermas, Paul Lorenzen, Thomas Luckmann, 

Jürgen Mitelstraß, Manfred Riedel, Adolfo Sanchez Vazquez, Kurt Salamun, Wolfgang 

Wieland, Richard Wisser, etc. Moreover, these journals have never been limited solely to 

philosophical issues, but have attempted to establish a dialogue between philosophy and 

other spheres of human intellectual and creative activity (sciences, humanities, religion, 

arts, etc.). Therefore, the whole project of Filozofska istraģivanja/Synthesis philosophica, 

including both journals and the Filozofska istraģivanja Book Series with more than 100 

books by Croatian authors, was (and still is) marked by the programmatic principles of 

openness, pluralism and integration.
6
  

In any case, all the new tendencies in Croatian philosophy have been documented 

on the pages of Filozofska istraģivanja and Synthesis philosophica, because they have 

offered a space for the development and intermediation of all the different issues and 

approaches, both old and new.. 

If Filozofska istraģivanja and Synthesis philosophica could be compared to the 

role that the journal Praxis and its international edition played in the previous period, 

then it could be said that the importance of the departed Korļula Summer School has 

been compensated by the establishment of the Interuniversity Centre in Dubrovnik (in 

1970), which has functioned (and still functions) internationally as a major bridge-maker 

between East and West and a crucial relay-point among different philosophical and 

scientific communities of the World. 

The crucial factor on the contemporary Croatian philosophical scene is the 

Croatian Philosophical Society (established in 1957), because it has been provided the 

necessary institutional support for the most of the activities of Croatian philosophers 

(journals, conferences, round tables, philosophical education, etc.) in the post-war period. 

The Croatian Philosophical Society gave birth not only to such projects as the journal 

Praxis, the Korļula Summer School, and Filozofska istraģivanja/Synthesis philosophica, 

but also to contemporary philosophical life in general, being the inititator and facilitator 

of it. 

Recently, since the 1990s, the activities of the Croatian Philosophical Society 

have been intensified, so that today the Society permanently publishes three journals 

(Filozofska istraģivanja, Synthesis philosophica and Metodiļki ogledi (Methodological 

Reviews), a journal in the philosophy of education), books in the Filozofska istraģivanja 
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Book Series, special editions with papers from the philosophical and interdisciplinary 

conferences organized by the Croatian Philosophical Society, and booklets of these 

conferences. Also, the Croatian Philosophical Society, by itself or with its partners, 

organizes permanently the following annual international conferences: Mediterranean 

Origins of Philosophy (Split, in March), The Loġinj Days of Bioethics (Mali Loġinj, in 

June), South-East European Bioethical Forum (Mali Loġinj, in September), The Days of 

Frane Petriĺ (Cres, in September), Philosophy and Democracy (Dubrovnik, in 

September), and the Annual Symposium of the Croatian Philosophical Society (Zagreb, 

in November/December). Besides all that, the Society organizes many round tables and 

book presentations, cooperates with other Croatian and international philosophical and 

scientific associations, and is concerned with philosophical education in secondary 

schools and universitiesé 

During the early years of this new century, some other philosophical associations 

and journals have been established, but the Croatian Philosophical Society with its 

activities and publications still remains the central institution of Croatian philosophy. It 

should be also added that, besides the Institute of Philosophy in Zagreb (which was 

established in 1967 and is especially devoted to the research of the Croatian philosophical 

tradition), some other institutions work permanently in the field of philosophy (for 

example, Matrix Croatica or the Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts). Of course, 

philosophical education at the Croatian universities represents an important factor in the 

development of philosophy in Croatia. Until the 1990s departments of philosophy existed 

only in Zagreb (at the Faculty of Philosophy, University of Zagreb) and Zadar (at the 

Faculty of Philosophy, which was, at that time, a part of the University of Split). Today 

there are seven departments of philosophy in the Croatian universities: three at the 

University of Zagreb (Faculty of Philosophy, Croatian StudiesïStudia Croatica; Faculty 

of Philosophy of the Society of Jesus) and at the Universities of Rijeka, Zadar, Split, and 

Osijek. 

* * *  

Looking at todayôs philosophical scene in Croatia, we could say that it includes all 

the philosophical issues and orientations that are present in todayôs world philosophy. 

Even though many Croatian philosophers work in the field of research of the national 

philosophical tradition (as well as the history of philosophy in general), we could say that 

the recent philosophical trends in Croatia are absolutely in accordance with the 

philosophical trends in the World. 

On the one hand, there is still a strong (as was the case even in the time of 

socialism and Marxist-oriented philosophy) Continental philosophical tradition, first of 

all philosophical hermeneutics and phenomenology. On the other hand, the analytic 

orientation is also very strong, not only in the fields of epistemology, philosophy of 

language and philosophy of science, as it was the case in the 1980s, but also in the fields 

of ethics and political philosophy. 

The issues raised by post-structuralism, postmodernism, feminist theory, 

psychoanalytic philosophy or biopolitics are also present in the contemporary 

philosophical discussion in Croatia, as well as re-thinking the Marxist tradition in the new 

circumstances.  Besides this, we should mention the rebirth of Christian philosophy and 
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of philosophy of religion in general, which is noticeable since the 1990s, thanks to the 

new political situation and the development or establishment of the educational, research 

and publishing institutions of Catholic Church. Also, we should mention the stronger 

interest in ethics and political philosophy, not only as mere repetition of theses from the 

world discussions in ethics and political philosophy, but also as a reflection of the 

epochal social and political changes caused by the decline of socialism and the influence 

of the European and global trends on the local context, including the topics of human 

rights, civil society, democracy, etc.  Finally, noticeable attention among Croatian 

philosophers in the last ten years has been devoted to bioethics, in such an extent and 

with such a success that Croatia has become the central place for bioethical discussions in 

South-East Europe, maintaining strong contacts with bioethicists from all over the world. 

 

 
1 It is impossible even to note all of the important articles and books related to older and contemporary 

Croatian philosophy. Therefore, here we will mention only a few sources: F. Zenko (ed.), Starija hrvatska 

filozofija (Older Croatian Philosophy), Zagreb, 1997; F. Zenko (ed.), Novija hrvatska filozofija 

(Contemporary Croatian Philosophy), Zagreb, 1995; P. Bariġiĺ (ed.), Otvorena pitanja povijesti hrvatske 

filozofije (Open Questions of the History of Croatian Philosophy), Zagreb, 2000; Z. Posavac (ed.) Hrvatska 

filozofija u proġlosti i sadaġnjosti (Croatian Philosophy in the Past and Today), Zagreb, 1992; L. Veljak 

(ed.), Ļlovek ï Demokracia ï Poznanie. Zo s¼ļasnej chorvátskej filozofie (Man ï Democracy ï Knowledge. 

On Contemporary Croatian Philosophy), Bratislava, 2000; and the issues of the journal Prilozi za 

istraģivanje hrvatske filozofske baġtine (Contributions to the Research of the Croatian Philosophical 

Tradition), since 1975. 

2  Gajo Petroviĺ, çĻemu Praxis?è, Praxis, I/1964, 1, pp. 3-6. 
3  Mihajlo Markoviĺ, çLa filosofia jugoslava contemporaneaè, Il Protagora, II/1960, 7, pp. 2-43. 

4 Socialist Humanism, ed. by E. Fromm, New York, 1965; Ļlovek a odcudzanie, Bratislava, 1967; 

Spytovanie sa na ļloveka, Bratislava, 1967; Spory o teorii odrazu, Bratislava, 1969; La Rivolta di «Praxis», 

Milano, 1969; Revolutionäre Praxis, Freiburg, 1970; Jugoslawien denkt anders, hrsg. von R. Supek und B. 

Boġnjak, Wien, 1971; El socialismo yugoslavo actual, ed. S. A. Grijalbo, Mexico, D. F. 1975; Die 

gegenwärtige Bedeutung des Marxschen Denkens, hrsg. von G. Petroviĺ und W. Schmied-Kowarzik, 

Bochum, 1985. 

5 L. Vrtaļiĺ, Einführung in den jugoslawischen Marxismus-Leninismus, Dordrecht, 1963; H. L. Parsons, 

The Humanistic Philosophy in Contemporary Poland and Yugoslavia, New York, 1966; R. A. Johnson, The 

Dynamics of Communist Ideological Change in Yugoslavia, 1945-1953, Ph.D. diss., Columbia University, 

1967; K. Marko, «Marxismus aus Jugoslawien: Ein Literaturbericht», Österreichische Öst-Hefte, 3, 1971; 

O. Gruenwald, Humanism and Marxism: The Yugoslav Perspective, Ph.D diss., Claremont Graduate 
School and University, 1972; M. Markoviĺ & R. S. Cohen, The Rise and Fall of Socialist Humanism. A 

History of the Praxis Group, Nottingham, 1975; L. Vrtaļiĺ, Der jugoslawische Marxismus. Die 

jugoslawische Philosophie und die eigene Weg zum Sozialismus, Olten u. Freiburg im Breisgau, 1975; U. 

Rütten, Marxismus als Gesellschaftskritik. Die Praxis Gruppe in Jugoslawien ï ihre Grenzen und 

Möglichkeiten, Ph.D diss, Rheinisch-Westfalische Technische Hochschule, Aachen, 1976; O. Gruenwald, 

«The Concept of Alienation in Avant-garde Yugoslav Marxism», International Philosophical Quarterly, 

Vol. 17 (1977); G. S. Sher, Praxis: Marxist Criticism and Dissent in Socialist Yugoslavia, Bloomington & 

London, 1977; L. Kolakowski, Glowne nutry marksizmy, Powstanie-Rozwoj-Rozklad, Paryz, 1978; H. 

Plotzker, Contemporary Yugoslav Marxism: A Study in the Meaning of Critical Humanism, Ann Arbor, 

1981; J. Oswald, Revolutionäre Praxis. Darstellung und Kritik der philosophischen Position der Gründer 

der Zeitschrift «Praxis» unter besonderer Berücksichtigung ihrer Religionskritik, Düsseldorf, 1982; S. 
Sirovec, Ethik und Metaethik im jugoslawischen Marxismus. Analyse und Vergleich mit katholischen 

Positionen, Paderborn-München-Wien-Z¿rich, 1982; L. Markoviĺ, «Entfremdung» und «Aufhebung der 

Entfremdung» bei Karl Marx und der «Praxis»-Gruppe, Münster, 1987; J.H. Satterwhite, Varieties of 

Marxist Humanism: Philosophical Revision in Postwar Eastern Europe, Pittsburgh/London, 1992 («The 

Yugoslav Praxis Group in the East European Context», pp. 174-192). 
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6 Cf. Ante Ļoviĺ, çSynthesis philosophica ï a Journal of Integrative Thought», Synthesis philosophica, 

I/2006, 41, pp. 3-6. 
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The peoples of the countries on the Balkan Peninsula have very strong traditions 

in the progress of philosophical thought in the remote historical past as well as in present 

times. Suffice it to mention here the flowering of philosophizing and the incredible 

richness of philosophical ideas in ancient Greece, and the perception of humane 

European values among the philosophical communities in countries like Bulgaria, 

Romania, Turkey, Croatia etc. at the time of the Renaissance and even after it.   

Today in all countries of the Balkan region various university and academic 

institutions for the development of philosophical studies, thought and education are 

functioning well, even after some concussions caused by the epochal changes after 1989. 

Also national philosophical societies exist, which with their activity encourage the work 

and efforts of many professional philosophers. 

Among the most brilliant successes in its progress lately in the Balkans we can 

mention the excellent work of the Turkish Philosophical Society in the organization and 

implementation of the last World Congress of Philosophy held in August 2003 in 

Istanbul. Impressive also is the activity of the Turkish Philosophical Society, which has 

been managed for a long time both at the national and international level by Prof. Ioanna 

Kuçuradi, an honorary president of  FISP. 

A profound analytic text about philosophy in Greece has been published [in this 

series] by a Vice-President of FISP, Prof. Myrto Dragona-Monacho. I will only underline 

that in todayôs Greece the Greek Society for Philosophy, with President Prof. Constantine 

Boudouris, as well as the International Association for Greek Philosophy, the Greek 

Society for Hellenistic Studies, with President Academician Evangelos Moutsopoulos, 

and the International Association «Cosmos and Philosophy», directed by the same 

person, are held in high esteem. This last-mentioned association has conducted, for over 

ten years now, regular international conferences. The last of them was in the capital of 

Vojvodina, Novi Sad, in September, 2006 on the subject «Energy as a Genesis Cause: 

Cosmical-Natural and Anthropo Energy». 

The progress of philosophy is strong also in modern Bulgaria. The Bulgarian 

Philosophical Association, restored and transformed in 1995, gave a new impetus and 

aspect to the Philosophical School of Varna, in existence since totalitarian times and very 

popular in international philosophical circles. Every even-numbered year, philosophers 

from all over the world gather together on the coast of Black Sea and discuss current 

issues of philosophy, which are always related to real life. Thus, for example, at the last 
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two sessions of the School of Varna (June 2004 and June 2006), the accent was on 

«Culture and Cultural Policy in the Process of European Integration» and «The Future of 

Philosophy» (in the context of the main subject of 22
nd

 World Philosophical Congress ï 

«Rethinking Philosophy Today»). 

Another great success of the Bulgarian Philosophical Society is the involvement 

in its activities of two notable political leaders in the new democratic spectrum: the 

Doctors of Philosophy Zhelyu Zhelev, the first non-communist president of Bulgaria 

(1990 ï 1997), and Ahmed Dogan, chairman of the party called «Movement for Rights 

and Freedoms», who has rendered great services in keeping ethnic and interreligious 

peace in Bulgaria and in the development of a European ethnic model in my country, the 

quintessence of which is the establishment and stabilization of interethnic and 

interreligious tolerance. (In todayôs Bulgaria about 1 million of the population of 8 

million are ethnic Turks, Islamic by religion.) 

Bulgarian philosophers also took the initiative for the regular implementation of 

the International Philosophical Olympiads, an extremely important aspect of the activity 

of FISP. In 2004 in Sofia, after the holding of the 16
th
 International Symposium of the 

Institute of Unifying Thought, a branch of this world institute was founded there. (The 

other branches are in Seoul, Tokyo, Bridgeport (USA), Quezon City (Philippines), Taipei 

(Taiwan), Prague, Delhi and Moscow.) 

The philosophical society in Romania, under the direction of todayôs most notable 

philosopher there, Academician Alexandra Surdu, is distinguished by its active work in 

national planning and by conducting periodic meetings devoted to the creative work of 

eminent Romanian philosophers who are no longer living, as well as nation-wide 

conferences of aesthetics, ethics and logics, devoted to the possibilities for the application 

of new ideas and views in these three important fields of philosophical studies in solving 

current problems in the life of modern Romanian society. On the international level the 

Romanian philosophers recently conducted two major conferences: in 2004 on the theme 

«Value, Culture and Communication in the present South-Eastern European Region» and 

in 2005 on the theme «The Dialogue between Philosophy, Theology and Science». On 

June 8
th
 and 9

th
 2007 a third significant initiative was held concerning the solid subject-

matter chosen: the International Symposium «Language, Mind and Communication». 

Extremely active is also the work of the Croatian Philosophical Society, which 

under the direction of the famous contemporary Croatian philosopher Prof. Ante Ļoviĺ 

and in collaboration with the Croatian Society of Bioethics, with its universally 

recognized leader of many years, Prof. Ivan Shegota, has in the last approximately ten 

years conducted traditional «Days of Bioethics» in the lovely city of Mali Loġinj on the 

Adriatic coast, in which scientists from all over the world participate. They discuss every 

year the newly appeared sharp challenges in the field of bioethics, also involving 

penetrating philosophical analysis. As a result of these open discussions an International 

Society for Clinical Bioethics was established with its head office in the Croatian city of 

Rijeka ï a university centre. There in 2004 the first symposium of this society was also 

held ï «Current Issues in Clinical Bioethics with Special Reference to the Issues of Death 

and Dying». In the symposium, together with notable specialists from very close and 

remote countries in the fields of medicine and thanatology, a number of philosophers, 

moralists and theologians from the Balkan region participated. The discussions continued 
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also during the next two symposiums in Taiwan in 2005, as well as in Japan in 2006. A 

symposium is planned for 2007 in Spain or Canada. 

If there is something with which the activity of philosophical society in 

Macedonia stands out, it is the quickened interest in the problems of philosophical 

education ï secondary education and university education. A discussion with 

international participation, which has been continuing since 2003, has until now been 

devoted to it, as the symposiums always end with well-grounded recommendations for 

optimizing the place of philosophical sciences in the system of education to the state 

institutions responsible for its management. Strong resonance in the dynamically 

progressing Macedonian community (unfortunately sometimes the traditional tolerance 

between the two main nations in it ï the Macedonian and the Albanian ï is being 

threatened by the culture of hatred and violence) there has been the big International 

conference in Skopje, «The Balkans in the New Millennium: Science and Culture in a 

Joint Action for Peace and Development» and the International colloquium for the 

development of traditional and new cultural riches in the Balkans for the so called «Home 

Balkanicum» with the participation of the presidents of all the countries in the region 

(Ohrid, 2003). Together with notable professional philosophers such as Academician  

Georgi Stardelov, Prof. Cyril Temkov, Prof. Alexander Tsutsulovski, the longtime dean 

of the Faculty of Philosophy in Skopje Prof. Trayan Gotsevski etc., in the work of the 

Macedonian Philosophical Society there is also regular participation by many popular 

writers and artists, as well as influential popular persons. I am tempted here to mention 

the name of Prof. Liubisha Georgievski, a famous Macedonian theatre and cinema 

producer, essayist and theorist in the field of theatre phenomenology and ontology, a 

lecturer not only in Skopje but also in a number of foreign universities such as those in 

South Carolina and the University of Texas in Dallas.   

Interesting accents but still with more modest contributions, due to difficulties of 

a financial character, are also to be found in the activities of the philosophical societies in 

the other countries of the Balkan region: Albania (where Prof. Zia Dhjoli has been a 

leader of philosophers for a long time now), Serbia (tireless in his initiatives there is Prof. 

Dragoljub Zivkovich), Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Cyprus.   

The mutual acquaintance and collaboration among the philosophers from the 

Balkan countries was activated especially after the foundation of the Association of 

Philosophers from South-East Europe, on the initiative of the person writing these lines, 

in my capacity of Chairman of the Bulgarian Philosophical Association and with the 

moral and financial support of the Embassy of the Kingdom of Holland in Sofia city and 

of the American University in Blagoevgrad with its president of that time, Mrs. Julia 

Watkins. This regional association, a regular member of FISP, was founded in May, 2001 

during an International symposium of philosophers from the Balkan countries, on the 

subject «The Contribution of Philosophers to the New Spiritual Climate of Tolerance and 

Dialogue in the Region», held in the American University in Blagoevgrad (Bulgaria). 

Since then the Association of philosophers from South-East Europe has been organizing 

several very successful projects in the form mainly of international conferences: June, 

2002: Varna (Bulgaria), Symposium ï «Ethnic and Interreligious Tolerance in the 

Balkans»; October, 2002: Novi Sad (Serbia, Vojvodina), Conference ï «Philosophical 

Analysis of the Political Conflicts in the Balkans»; June, 2003: Skopje, Seminar ï 

«Philosophy and Education in the Balkan Countries»; July, 2004: Pitesti (Romania), 
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Symposium ï «Value, Culture and Communication in the Present South-East European 

Region»; September, 2006: Novi Sad, Conference ï «Energy as a Genesis Cause». The 

reports of these conferences are published as collections. It was decided that the next 

conference would be held in September, 2007 in Banja Luka, Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

Over the last decades of the 20
th
 century, the historical process for uniting Europe 

has developed. The isolation of certain states on the European continent, especially from 

its south-eastern part, is impeding the integrating processes which are under way at all 

levels in the spheres of politics, economics, science and culture. These are, inevitably, 

sprouting in the entire Balkan community of peoples, too, in the shaping of a new, 

modern and European Balkans, which is undergoing the process of regional, 

Mediterranean and European integration and co-operation.  The great scientific potential 

that the Balkan academies and philosophers have at their disposal will be engaged to 

frame the substance of a new Balkan integration and linkage, revealing all the varieties of 

their mutual stipulation of the following priorities, in particular ï regional cooperation, 

that is, the enhancement and intensification of regional cooperation in economics, 

science, technology, development of the infrastructure, protection of the environment, 

arts, sports, health, tourism, for the creation of a new European Balkans. It is in our hands 

today to set the preconditions of living under the principles of humanity and, based on 

these, to kindle the spirit of the Balkansô creative potential.   

Scientific and technical integration. Environmental, energy, transport, 

biotechnological and information technology integration in the Balkans as a prerequisite 

for a sustainable development of the region, based on intensifying joint research, 

establishing a network of regional research centers, sharing of scientific and technical 

information, and establishing regional scientific journals. 

Support to science. The Balkan countries governments should enhance their 

support for scientific developments, in defining the fundamental directions of economic, 

social and cultural priorities of their countries and for the reforms needed to meet the 

conditions and standards for integration into the European Union. A stronger EU 

financial support is needed for the scientific development of, and for bringing together 

the scientific resources in, countries of the Balkans, and for integrating them into 

collaborative and European and international scientific and research activities. 

Joint legislation. All the Balkan countries have entered the new Millennium with 

an acceptance of the principles of the rule of law. However, the constitutional standards 

and norms and the social realty and application differ considerably. Starting out from the 

thesis that only by the rule of law can the clash of interests among people, social groups, 

nations and states be solved, we believe that the precondition for a peaceful and advanced 

Balkan lies in the strict application of the principles of the rule of law as a starting-point 

within and, further, between the Balkan countries within the framework of the European 

Union and beyond. Consistency with the European legal system will also create equal 

minority rights in the Balkan countries. 

A new cultural idea. The promotion of cultural integration in the Balkans and a 

new cultural dialogue, by leaving behind the nationalisms which have contributed to the 

partition and aggressive and exclusive contamination of the Balkans; and by cherishing 

maximum tolerance, understanding and respect for the other, the neighbor, and humanity 

in general. This is not only a moral obligation, but also a lasting prerequisite for the 

development of a cultural, scientific and political cooperation among peoples which at 
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the moment is an indispensable need of the peoples of the Balkans, still highly 

overburdened with mutual mistrust.   

Overcoming the historical ballast. One of the crucial factors for stabilization in 

the Balkans is the need to create a climate for the affirmation of political collaboration, 

the entrance into the modern world of the 21
st
 century, and the rational surmounting of 

the ballast from the past, based on critical historical analyses and the building of political 

responsibility on the principles of a liberalized democracy, free political discourse and 

through an educational system which will be multicultural and beyond narrow ideological 

imperatives. Let us say «farewell» to the current «balkanization», and look at the Balkan 

peoples as an inseparable part of Europe. 

The participants at the International Scientific Conference «The Balkans in the 

New Millennium» are convinced that the joint Balkan future should be built upon the 

principles of peace instead of war, tolerance in living together with others, recognition of 

polymorphous views on the world and life, recognition of the other and appreciation of 

differences in scientific and scholarly knowledge, values and culture, the power of 

reasoning, and the necessity of negotiation and dialogue. 

 

 

 

The Philosophical Situation in Ukraine 

                                                                  -- Olga Gomilko, Sergiy Proleyev 

 
A Brief Overview of Contemporary History 

In the Soviet times, Ukraine was one of the leading centers of philosophy studies and 

education in the USSR. One of the three philosophy departments in the former USSR was 

that of the State Kyiv T. Shevchenko University (the other two major Departments of 

philosophy were at the Universities of Tbilisi ï Georgia ï and Rostov ï Russia). The 

Institute of Philosophy of the Academy of Sciences of Ukraine in terms of its staff and 

research potential was the second after the Institute of Philosophy of the Academy of 

Sciences of the USSR in Moscow. At the same time, due to the well-known peculiar 

characteristics of the Soviet regime, philosophy had to perform a predominantly 

ideological and not intellectual function.   

Creative achievements of Soviet philosophy were possible only as a result of a 

concealed fight against ideological requirements and dogmas.  A rather successful means 

of such fight was a kind of «doublethink» in a philosophy discourse. The double-thinking 

method was based on several methodological techniques. First, headings and topics of 

Marxist-Leninist philosophy were used to legalize the problems of contemporary 

philosophical thought. Second, so-called «Aesopian language» became widespread, 

which conveyed the idea not directly but though implications ï symbols and allegories. 

Third, interpretation of quotations from Marxist classics (namely, using the texts by the 

«young Marx») made it possible to introduce new ideas of Western philosophy and think 

within the vector field thereof. Fourth, development of a range of special research 

problems (in the spheres of logic, semiotics, philosophy of science, history of philosophy, 

etc.) required going beyond the framework of ideological declarations. 

Furthermore, among the intellectuals there developed a counter-culture that rejected 

ideological engagement of thinking. A non-formal system of evaluation of professional 
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achievements was in a hidden opposition to official criteria based on performance of 

ideological functions. Nevertheless, within the structure of philosophy education, this 

function preserved its considerable impact nearly until the end of the Soviet period. 

The most tangible results in Ukraine during the Soviet period were achieved in two 

spheres of philosophical research. First, there are studies of philosophy and methodology 

of science that were commenced in the 60s by Academician P. Kopnin. Second, there are 

studies of the history of the Ukrainian philosophy tradition. Within the latter sphere, 

many texts of Ukrainian thought starting from the Kyiv Rus (XI century) period were for 

the first time analyzed and published. 

     After Ukraine gained independence (December 1991), philosophy got rid of an 

obligation to perform ideological tasks. However, the momentum of the previous 

experience still lingered. The majority of the old academics continued to work in 

accordance with the established patterns. Philosophical education became free only from 

pro-Communist rhetoric, but its essence did not change. In the conditions of a severe 

social and economic crisis of the first half of the 1990s, not only philosophy but also 

university education in general lost its prestige and found themselves at the roadside of 

social life. There remained philosophy departments at universities and the faculty size did 

not change very much. The principal research centre ï the Institute of Philosophy of 

Academy of Sciences of Ukraine ï remained as well. At the same time, extremely low 

salaries, which at that time were paid with a several months delay, made many specialists 

leave philosophy for other occupations.  The majority of those who stayed had to earn 

their living doing other jobs. Being engaged only in philosophy became an unaffordable 

luxury for professional Ukrainian philosophers. The results of this can be still observed 

today: 

1) the absence of an effective academic community united through 

communication, organization and social network ï i.e. through the role it performs in 

society; 

2) momentum of old approaches and ideas with an immense prevalence of 

simulations over real research projects; 

3) the totally sporadic nature of philosophic studies; absence of a strategy for 

development of philosophy, national scholarly programs and new research centers that 

would successfully cooperate with Western research centers; 

4) low social prestige of scholars and absence of an efficient system of training 

for researchers; 

5) extremely primitive and archaic infrastructure of humanities.   

     At the same time, in many respects such a catastrophic situation of philosophy as 

institution does not exclude ï however surprising this may seem ï an availability of a 

large number of successful researchers and research papers. One can observe a paradox 

here similar to the paradox of the Ukrainian cinema. Individual artists receive prestigious 

world awards for their works (Berlinae at Cannes), whereas Ukrainian cinema is virtually 

non-existent. 

     Such a situation becomes possible first of all due to the personal activities and 

spontaneous self-organization of researchers. Many Ukrainian intellectuals have 

developed not bad and rather successful individual scenarios for their personal research 

activities. They have independently sought opportunities for scholarships in the West, 

working in universities and research centers. However, science is not done by 
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individuals.  Yet, everything that we have in Ukraine today is a result of individual 

achievements of people who have talent and willingness (which is very often equal to 

self-sacrifice) to work in philosophy.   

     At the same time, there is an interesting trend observed in Ukraine toward attempts 

made by the intellectuals to independently, virtually without any support from the state, 

solve the problems related to the organization of scientific life and research practice. 

Over the last decade, in the sphere of philosophy there have been created no fewer than 

half a dozen of research communities that work on a rather regular basis organizing 

conferences, publishing philosophy journals, etc. Of course, one would like to see them 

much more powerful, yet the mere fact of their existence during 7-8 years is already a 

quite significant achievement.  Moreover, these communities serve as a basis for the 

circles of international scholarly cooperation as one can see from the example of 

Ukrainian phenomenologists. 

     This is part of the process of establishing a national philosophy community, 

developing regional centers and real cooperation between philosophers from different 

regions of Ukraine. At the same time, one of the most acute problems still remains the 

sparseness of intellectuals that is an obstacle for professional communication, productive 

feedback to research results, and acquisition of recognition in society.   

     Now we would like to look in more detail at the situation that characterizes Ukraine. 

 

Academic Degrees and Philosophy Studies 

     The current intellectual situation in Ukraine is very much characterized by a fight 

between the Soviet-past inertia and contemporary philosophy discourse and education. At 

present, philosophy is taught in all Ukrainian universities. However, the amount of 

academic hours allocated to teach philosophy courses is constantly decreasing. Today, 

the number of hours typically does not exceed 24. Moreover, all academic degree seekers 

(PhD students) are to take a qualifying examination in philosophy. A candidate is to take 

the following three exams: philosophy, foreign language and major subject. These exams 

are to be taken regardless of the courses studied at university. 

     Academic degrees (there two of them in Ukraine ï Candidate and Doctor of Sciences) 

are conferred by special academic defence councils approved by the High Attestation 

Commission (HAC) of Ukraine. There are 21 such councils in Ukraine. The councils are 

attached to universities and should consist of a minimum of 6 Doctors of relevant 

disciplines.  The whole domain of philosophy studies is divided into 11 philosophy 

specialities: ontology and gnoseology, dialectics and methodology of cognition, social 

philosophy and philosophy of history, philosophical anthropology and philosophy of 

culture, philosophy of science, logic, ethics, esthetics, philosophy of education and 

philosophy of religion. The requirements for dissertation and defence procedures are 

determined by the HAC. It also oversees activities of the councils, approves the defense 

results and confers an academic degree certificate.   

     Thus, the system of conferring academic degrees in Ukraine repeats the Soviet model. 

This has a negative impact on Ukrainian science. A seeker of an academic degree has to 

meet a great number of formal and in fact bureaucratic requirements. At the same time, 

the quality of research per se remains in the shadow. A lot of papers of low academic 

quality whose authors have met all necessary formal requirements are successfully 

defended. The existing governmental system of conferring academic degrees in Ukraine 
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by no means facilitates the development and increase of quality of academic research. 

This system turns a scientist into a hostage of governmental officers and bureaucratic 

regulations.   

     As a result, we have a paradoxical picture ï there are hundreds of dissertations 

defended in Ukraine by candidates and doctors of science, but the academic effect of 

these papers is minimal. The main center of philosophy studies in Ukraine is the Institute 

of Philosophy of the National Academy of Sciences in Kyiv. It has over one hundred of 

researchers. The Instituteôs structure includes nine departments: history of foreign 

philosophy; history of philosophy of Ukraine; logic and methodology of science; 

philosophy of culture, ethics and esthetics; social philosophy; philosophic anthropology; 

philosophical problems of natural science and environment; philosophy of religion; 

religious processes in Ukraine.   

     Departments and research groups in departments of the Institute every three years 

offer a research topic that is to be approved by the Instituteôs academic council, after 

which national financing is allocated to carry out the specified research for three years. 

Usually, the result of such study is a publication of a collective monograph and a number 

of articles. 

 

Philosophical Education and Philosophical Literature 

     A paradoxical situation is also observed in the sphere of philosophical education. 

There are about 10 philosophy departments and chairs in the state (compared to one 

department existing in the USSR). However, the majority of graduates are not employed 

in the field of philosophy and never planned to do it. Besides, the level of professional 

training is very often too low. A higher standard of philosophy education is used by the 

National University «Kyiv-Mohyla Academy» and Kyiv National T. Shevchenko 

University. The absence of desire of philosophy students to work in this profession can 

be explained inter alia by low salaries.  The status of a philosophy professor at a 

university is rather complicated.  He/she has a big workload and has to look for additional 

earnings to compensate for low salaries. As a rule, such additional earnings have very 

little relation to his/her profession. As a result, a university professor is virtually deprived 

of an opportunity to carry out any research.  Thus, philosophy research in universities is 

practically absent. 

     At the same time, Ukrainian universities publish several dozens of philosophy 

journals. These are typically collections of articles of university professors from the 

region. Such collections are published in a small number of copies (usually, 200-300 

copies) and are not circulated nationwide. The existence of such publications can be 

explained first of all not by an aspiration to carry out philosophical research but by the 

HAC bureaucratic requirements. In order to defend a dissertation as well as to be elected 

to a position (associate professor, professor, research assistant, etc) a nominator has to 

have a certain number of publications in journals accredited by the HAC of Ukraine. 

     In contrast to such sort of publications, there is another category of philosophy 

periodicals in Ukraine. These are journals meeting high quality research standards. 

Among these magazines, one has to name the oldest Ukrainian journal «Philosophical 

Thought» (founded in 1927 and issued six times a year); the leading historical and 

philosophical magazine «Sententiae» published by the Society of Modern Philosophy 

Researchers (since 2000); the «Doksa» jornal (published in Odessa); the yearbooks ï 
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«Phenomenology» (since 1998) published by the Ukrainian Phenomenology Society; 

«Philosophy and Anthropology Studies» (since 1995); «Research Proceedings of Kyiv-

Mohyla Academy. Philosophy» and some others. The majority of the aforementioned 

publications receive no governmental support and exist due to grants and charity 

donations.  They exist thanks mainly to the selfless effects of editorial teams.   

     There is no national system for book circulation in Ukraine. This poses a great 

obstacle for the circulation of philosophy books and periodicals. A similar situation may 

be observed with regard to philosophy monographs.  The bulk of individual monographs 

is published by candidates for the Doctor of Sciences degree (which is a precondition for 

a successful dissertation defense). The number of copies of such monographs is small (as 

a rule, 300 copies), and they remain actually unnoticed by the philosophy community and 

not available for other philosophers. The only requirement is that these monographs are 

to be forwarded to six leading Ukrainian libraries (Kyiv, Kharkiv, Lôviv, Odessa, etc). 

There are no publishing houses engaged in publication of philosophy literature in 

Ukraine. Only the «Parapan» publishing house (Kyiv) regularly publishes books by 

contemporary Ukrainian philosophers (10-15 publications per year). 

 

Scholarly Life and Philosophic Community 

     For a long time, cooperation between Ukrainian philosophers as well as 

communication with foreign colleagues was at an extremely low level. The situation 

began to change during the last 10 years. Initiative was demonstrated by the scholars 

themselves who were not satisfied with the existing state of scholarly life and very often 

ï the absence thereof.  Due to a number of reasons, governmental institutions were not 

able to adequately react to the existing problems. As a result, in the mid-1990s the 

philosophy community began a self-organization process apart from the existing 

governmental structures. Public organizations were created that united professional 

philosophers whose aim was to ensure development of philosophy studies and education. 

Another form of self-organization was the emergence of journals that allocated 

considerable space for publication of philosophical articles.   

     A considerable role in the process of integration of Ukrainian philosophers into the 

global intellectual life is played by international academic exchange programs, e.g. the 

Fulbright Program of Academic Exchanges. Thus, in the Institute of Philosophy seven 

staff members are alumni of this program. (The program has been implemented in 

Ukraine since 1992).  Participation in research projects and lecturing at American 

universities offered an opportunity for many program participants to establish scientific 

contacts with leading philosophers, understand the context of contemporary problems and 

research approaches, and discover ways of academic communication through 

participation in world philosophy activities. European academic programs that function 

first of all in Germany, France and Poland, also have a significant meaning for the 

involvement of Ukrainian philosophers into international scientific life. Representatives 

of Ukrainian philosophy can be more and more often seen at many international 

conferences and workshops. For instance, the Interim World Philosophy Congress 

(December 2006, New Delhi, India) was attended by a representative of Ukrainian 

philosophers. Unfortunately, very often research experience acquired as a result of 

participation in international academic programs remains unused. The existing forms of 

work organization of Ukrainian philosophers are not favorable for encouraging them to 
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take more active part in such programs. As a result, we are again witnessing the process 

of self-organization by academic exchange program alumni. 

           Of course, not all of these initiatives have been successful and long-lived. The leading 

role for self-organization of Ukrainian philosophers has been played by the Ukrainian 

Philosophy Foundation. This is a non-governmental organization created through the 

initiative of a group of employees of the Institute of Philosophy in 1994. This is the only 

national association of professional philosophers in Ukraine. At present, its members are 

over 500 Ukrainian philosophers who are mainly professors of Ukrainian universities. 

Ukrainian Philosophy Foundation has its branches in 20 regions out of 25 Ukrainian 

oblasts. It is also a basis for all-Ukrainian research societies in individual areas of 

philosophy studies: the Philosophy and Anthropology Department (created in 1995), the 

Ukrainian Phenomenology Society and the Kant Society in Ukraine (created in 1998), 

and the Association of Modern Philosophy Researchers and Russian Philosophy Society 

(created in 1999). At present, a Society of Analytic Philosophy and an Association of 

Researchers of Oriental Philosophies are being created.  The aforementioned research 

societies are important centers of organization of philosophical life in Ukraine. They 

organize annual conferences in their respective fields, keep in touch with their foreign 

colleagues, and implement publication and educational projects. Every society has its 

own yearbook - a collection of research papers. In addition to societies active in various 

branches of philosophy, there are also public organizations of philosophers in some 

regions of Ukraine. The most active among them is the Odessa Humanitarian Tradition 

(created in 1996). It has organized annual conferences since 2000 on the phenomenon of 

laughter and publishes the «Doksa» yearbook. 

     A special and significant role in the consolidation of Ukrainian philosophy was played 

by the International Summer Schools held in 1998-2001 under the auspices of the Open 

Society Institute (Budapest). They helped to establish sustainable relations between the 

philosophers from various regions of Ukraine and became a starting-point for creative 

cooperation between them. There were established new contacts between Ukrainian 

philosophers and their colleagues from other states. A contemporary standard of 

educational process was established. A new stage of development of a single information 

field was the launching of the national portal www.philosophy.ua  in 2006.  It began 

to work only recently but it aims to become an electronic resource that represents the 

overall philosophy life in Ukraine ï from information about individual scientists to 

philosophy publications, conferences, educational programs, and so on. There are also 

plans to develop an English version of the portal that will make information about 

philosophical life in Ukraine accessible for the whole world philosophy community.   

     One of the main problems to be solved by Ukrainian philosophers is the formation and 

development of the Ukrainian philosophy language. A special role in this process is to be 

played by translations of philosophy classics and contemporary authors into the 

Ukrainian language. Before the independence of Ukraine, such translations were virtually 

absent. Active work on such translations developed only during the past 10 years. It 

became possible only due to financial support provided by the Soros Foundation in 

Ukraine. Some philosophical translations are published by various publishing houses but 

regular publications appear in «Spirit and Letter» and in the series «Contemporary 

Humanitarian Library» of the Ukrainian Philosophy Foundation. Apart from translations, 

special terminology research is carried out. It is organized, namely, by the public 

http://www.philosophy.ua/
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Laboratory of Scientific Translation (since 2002). Among the most interesting 

terminological projects (implemented by the Association of Modern Philosophy 

Researchers), there is a critical commentary to the «Meditations on First Philosophy» by 

Descartes in three languages ï in Latin, French and Ukrainian. 

     Over the last years, contacts of Ukrainian philosophers with foreign research centers 

and universities, first of all in Europe, have become regular and stable; and new research 

projects are being developed. Many well-known Western scientists have delivered their 

lectures and made presentations at conferences, including K.-O. Apel, P. Ricoeur, O. 

Hoeffe, V. Hoesle, B. Waldenfels and other. These contacts have a positive impact on the 

Ukrainian situation and facilitate transformations in accordance with the standards of 

contemporary intellectual life. Transformations are taking place in the structure of 

philosophical knowledge as well. There are being developed new disciplines not 

represented in Ukraine before ï philosophy of law, political philosophy, philosophy of 

education, history of modern philosophy, gender studies, history of Oriental philosophy, 

etc. One also has to add to this the mastering of new themes such as corporeality 

discourse.   

     To summarize this overview, one has to say that Ukrainian philosophy today is 

solving a triple substantial problem. 

First, there is a development of an active, dynamic and productive philosophical 

community. There are three main components of this process: efficient philosophy 

education, developed forms of academic life, and the positioning of an independent 

competent intellectual as a recognized social agent. 

The second task is a consolidation of individual research efforts within the 

framework of target research programs. Only work within the framework of such 

programs will it be possible to secure clarity of methodological basis (which always has 

an inter-subjective character), productivity of received results, and, finally, an 

independent but purely secondary ï derivative from intellectual discoveries made by 

others ï character of philosophy existence in Ukraine. 

     The third and the main area of transformation of Ukrainian philosophy is the 

creation of a contemporary infrastructure of humanities, which can not be separated from 

a recognition of the social role and status of the humanities in society. 

The strengthening of this trend opens up an opportunity for strengthening the position 

of philosophy in modern Ukrainian society and its openness to the world philosophic 

community. 
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1.General Introducti on 

The Turkish Republic proclaimed on the 29
th
 of October 1923 gave, in many respects, 

a new start to the nation. The founders of the Republic were profoundly eager to reform 

the education in general in Turkey and especially focusing on the construction of schools. 
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Thus, the new attitude in the educational configuration had its result in the diversity of 

new schools and institutions. Efforts were also made toward the transposition of ancestral 

non-written culture into a written world. They were accompanied by a well-planned 

teaching program, which would make the plain «reading» subject into a «reading and 

writing» one.   

After these most general characteristics, we may now put clearly the situation of 

philosophy in Turkey. This is a reformation of philosophy which began to be taught in 

high schools in 1910, under the Ottoman Empire. Sociology joined it from 1926 onwards. 

We also know that philosophy was taught for a long time only in the literary final class of 

high schools while in the scientific final class only Sociology and Logic were taught. Due 

to the changes in curriculum, philosophy became an optional subject in high schools after 

1980; but during the 1998-1999 school year, under intensive pressure from intellectuals, 

it has returned as a compulsory one in the final class. The purpose of this change was to 

make the students acquire some critical as well as creative ways of thinking.   

In secondary education, the centre of all important decisions is in the Ministry of 

Education. For example, philosophers and their texts were largely examined and analysed 

in classes alongside curriculums officially prepared by the Ministry of Education. It must 

be remarked that we never had any written curriculum either under Ottoman rule or 

during the first years of the Republic. From that time on, curriculums have been issued on 

and off, the current one having come into force in 1992. 

As for the story of our higher education, philosophy had to be taught as a main 

subject since the second half of 19
th
 century in the Faculty of Letters of Darülfünun. ï 

«Darülfünun», this Persian-Arabic word that means óhouse of sciencesô was replaced by 

«university» in 1933. The Faculty of Letters had four departments: «literature», 

«history», «geography» and «philosophy». In the philosophy department lectures on 

Psychology, Sociology and Pedagogy also took place. The «Institute of Education and 

Culture» was established in Istanbul by German scholars during the First World War for 

developing the Turkish educational system, being a means to get some foreign professors 

to come and give lectures. Among those guest lecturers, the name of Dr. Jacobi is still 

remembered. However, the very academic renovation of «Darülfünun» was realized in 

1933. 

In order to understand and evaluate better all these reforms, we have to consider the 

events preceding it. In fact, 1932 was, as regards the renovation of ancestral institutions, a 

very important year in our history.  Considerable reforms had followed the proclamation 

of the Republic, especially in the legal, social, political and economic fields. The time 

had now come to change «Darülfünun» into a university on a worldwide scale as well as 

establish new institutions, where the language, history and geography of the country 

would be studied with due care and application.  For example, two societies were 

established in 1932: the «Turkish Language Studies Society» and the «Turkish History 

Society» both aiming to evaluate the relationship between our past and future through 

scientific methods.  In the same year, Prof. Malche was invited from Switzerland to 

prepare a preliminary draft concerning the Darülfünun reform plan.   

Submitted in 1933, his report was so critical that the old Darülfünun closed on the 31
st
 

of July only to be opened again on the 1
st
 of August of the same year as an institution 

based on contemporary criteria under the name of «Istanbul University». It is not our 

intention to go into details, but we can not go on without underlining the impact this 
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change has had on our philosophical spheres. One of its spectacular effects was that 

philosophy was no more taught by eclectic methods by some professors (or «müderris», 

the term employed at that time) who were considered perfect teaching masters although 

they had no proper philosophical formation. 

Since the Middle Ages, it is well known that any university is a totality of the 

professors and the students. Starting from this determinate point, fundamental resolutions 

needed to be taken to choose teaching or research staff in the new establishment. There 

were three sources for the department of philosophy of Istanbul University, as well as 

other departments: the first group was composed of some members of the «Darülfünun» 

teaching staff; the second contained several professors who came to escape the political 

pressure in Germany just before the Second World War. Finally, a third group, not less 

important, was constituted from young academics newly back home from European 

countries, where they had been sent with some government scholarship for Masters or 

Doctoral theses. Among those foreign teachers who came from abroad the most 

prominent were: Hans Reichenbach (arrived in 1933), Ernst von Aster (in 1936) and 

Walter Kranz (in 1942). Through these invitations initiated by Atatürk and his close 

colleagues there was created an intellectual bridge between Germany and Turkey, which 

has been serving until now. So this new action officially established the old, ongoing 

German philosophical tradition within the department of philosophy in Istanbul 

University. 

From 1933 to 2007, ninety-one universities were established in Turkey. Sixty-six of 

them are state universities, while twenty-five are foundation-based or private ones, and 

there are twenty-three departments of philosophy in these universities. These departments 

have been established by the year 2007: Adnan Menderes University (Aydēn), Ankara 

University (Ankara), Atatürk University (Erzurum), Bilkent University (Ankara ï this is 

a foundation/private university and the medium of instruction is English), Bosphorus 

University (Istanbul ï the medium of instruction is English), Cumhuriyet University 

(Sivas), Dicle University (Diyarbakēr), Ege University (Izmir), Fatih University (Ķstanbul, 

a foundation/private univesity in which the medium of instruction is English), 

Galatasaray University (Istanbul ï the medium of instruction is French), Gazi University 

(Ankara), Hacettepe University (Ankara), Istanbul University (Istanbul), Kocaeli 

University (Izmit), Maltepe University (Istanbul, a foundation/private university), Mersin 

University (Mersin), Middle East Technical University (Ankara ï the medium of 

instruction is English), Uludaĵ University (Bursa), Muĵla University (Muĵla), 

Pamukkale University (Denizli), Sakarya University (Adapazarē), S¿leyman Demirel 

University (Isparta), and Yeditepe University (Istanbul, a foundation/private university in 

which the medium of instruction is also English).  

The structure of philosophy departments that began to be organized in the thirties 

according to a modem conception suffered serious modifications under the impact of 

«Higher Education Committee», created in 1981. Before the adoption of the law 

foreseeing its establishment, our faculties were based on a «chair and certificate» system 

whereas since that date, we have «main science branches» instead of chairs. General 

interest in philosophy is not limited to educational or research programs in academic 

institutions such as universities; in addition to this well-known field, there are also some 

associations or societies, even independent thinkers who work on a voluntary basis.  The 

first endeavours to establish a professional society began in 1926, and the Turkish 
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Society of Philosophy was established in 1928, the year when the Latin alphabet was 

adopted, followed by the Society of Philosophy in 1931, and the Philosophical 

Association in 1949. None of them exists today. However, the continuous activities of the 

Philosophical Society of Turkey, established in Ankara in 1974, allow us to think that 

things in this regard are well set up. This Society, which joined the International 

Federation of Philosophical Societies (F.I.S.P.) as an active member in 1979, is one of 

our important NGOs; and as such, it takes philosophy outside of academic institutions. 

Finally, we have to mention the name of the Turkish Association of Philosophy that was 

established in Ankara in 1987. 

2. Current Situation in Philosophy 

2.1. Philosophy in Primary and High Schools 

As underlined previously, since the school year of 1998-1999, philosophy has taken 

place in the final class of high schools as a compulsory course two hours per week. 

Courses on «Education of Thinking» just started for the first time in primary schools 

during the school year of 2006-07. The basis of this teaching is the official curriculum 

prepared by the Ministry of National Education. The latest curriculum, which has been in 

force since 1992, is a systematic one, and all studentsô books are based on it; moreover, 

all activities concerning this matter are inspected by the same Ministry. 

There are approximately 1 000 000 students īonly in the last classī in high schools 

which have been founded for various reasons. It is observed that there is an increased 

interest in philosophy, especially in Anatolian (the adjective óAnatolianô does not mean 

that the school is in Anatolia, but is used for State high schools where a great part of 

education is given in English or French or German) high schools and in private ones. In 

the intense activity concerning philosophy, there is a great deal of the new approach 

according to which the knowledge should not remain in the schools, on the contrary, it 

has to go beyond schools. Meanwhile, we can not underestimate the role of the 

«Philosophical Olympiads for Juniors» periodically organized on the national scale by 

the Division of Philosophy for Children of the Philosophical Society of Turkey. The 

students who win the first and second degree, participate in the international olympiad 

and these students are educated, generally, in the area of philosophy at university. In 

addition to this, in high schools, the teachers and students establish clubs of philosophy 

where they deal with the philosophical matters ī for example discussions, congresses, 

and reading courses take place. To give a concrete example, «The Istanbul High Schools 

Platform» which was founded in that city, has organized until now a lot of seminars on 

different concepts such as «freedom», «justice», «discrimination», etc.  This year, the 

«International Philosophical Olympiads for Juniors» was hosted in Turkey (Antalya) by 

the Philosophical Society of Turkey. As for the high school teachers: there are, 

approximately, 5400 teachers working under the titles of «philosophy teacher» and 

«guidance counselor» in Turkey, about twenty-seven percent of whom are graduates of 

departments of philosophy of the universities; eight percent of whom are from a faculty 

of education (i.e. Teachersô Training School For Social Sciences); but forty-seven percent 

were graduates of departments of sociology. As is well seen, a great many of the 

philosophy teachers had studied sociology. 

If a student of Philosophy, Sociology or Psychology Departments of a Faculty of 

Letters takes, in addition to his/her own courses, eight hours of logic plus sixteen hours of 
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the main subject of one of these departments other than his/her own, he/she can have a 

teacher of philosophy diploma. Moreover, there are three departments of teachersô 

training for philosophy attached to the Faculty of Education in Turkey (in Adana, Ankara and 

Erzurum). 

Since 1994, the Higher Education Committee and the Ministry of National Education 

have reorganized the departments of teachersô training in the light of a new project 

supported by the WorId Bank. According to a recent decision taken by the Ministry, 

candidates to a philosophy teacherôs post should have a Masterôs degree, but without 

being bound to submit a written thesis. So, from now on, the graduates of the faculty of 

science and letters will realize postgraduate studies for one and a half years, but the 

graduates of the faculty of education will make these studies for a year just to become a 

philosophy teacher in any high school. 

2.2. Philosophy in Higher Education 

We have to consider this issue on the axes of  teaching and research as well, at 

universities. 

2.2.1.  Philosophy as a Field of Teaching in Higher Education  

      Nowadays approximately 4000 students are educated in the twenty-three departments 

of philosophy in the Turkish universities. In addition to these departments, teaching 

philosophy is done in the teachersô training departments as well as in Faculties of Law 

(i.e. in the main science branch of the philosophy and sociology of law) and Faculties of 

Theology (i.e. in the main science branch of the philosophy and theological sciences).  

Postgraduate studies are offered only at the universities having qualified teaching staff in 

sufficient number. In our country, there are nineteen departments giving a Masterôs 

degree and twelve departments having a program for a Doctorate degree. 

      The Higher Education Committee prepared a framework to apply from the 1983-1984 

academic year on; but as time passed, several modifications were made in this 

programme. In recent years, every department has prepared its own curriculum to apply. 

With general lines, the curriculums are prepared on a systematic and historic axis. In 

some departments things are taught that were realized in the Republic period. On the 

other hand, in recent years subject matters concerning human rights find a place in 

various departments of philosophy. Dealt with from a philosophical point of view; this 

subject is frequently taken as a Masters course item or made the topic of a written thesis 

in some universities such as Hacettepe, in Ankara. Postgraduate studies are given also in 

two ways (systematic and historic) and are organized within seminars. 

      Turkey has made considerable efforts in order to become a knowledgeable society 

since the proclamation of the Republic. Especially nowadays, the demands have 

increased to establish an open society based on knowledge. In a philosophical context, 

some scholars explain the results of their research studies or discuss the social subjects 

with their colleagues; consequently, the philosophical approach takes place on a 

widespread scale. The number of this kind of works has much increased during the last 

five years. Those who have devoted themselves to the elaboration of philosophical 

subjects have employed their training in the foreground of activities such as lectures, 

symposia, mass media discussions and round tables, etc. 

      Some of the professors and assistant professors teaching in philosophy departments 

have earned their Masterôs degree in foreign countries. As we said above, in the first 
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years of the Republic, some young academics had been sent to European countries, like 

Germany and France, with some government scholarship for a Doctoral thesis. But in 

recent years, young scholars have gone generally to the United States of America or 

United Kingdom by their own means. Some departments have a bilateral agreement with 

European universities on philosophy, for example, Maltepe University (in Istanbul) has 

eight Bilateral Agreements in the context of Erasmus Exchange Programme-related 

students and teaching staff. Erasmus Exchange programmes are very significant for 

implementing the culture of philosophy in the domain of universal values.  Some 

universities regularly organize symposia or congresses concerning philosophy. For 

example, Kocaeli University organizes every year «Kocaeli University International 

Philosophy Daysè, Muĵla University also holds some seminars or symposia on either the 

national or international level. Maltepe University organizes every year a symposium 

entitled «Human Sciences and Philosophy» for academic circles and «Philosophical 

Dialogues» for the general public. Philosophical teaching and education have taken an 

important place among non-governmental organizations alongside science and art 

associations, for the last ten years. These associations, from time to time, organize 

philosophy courses, some of which are destined for their own members, while some 

others are for the general public. 

      It is obvious that the training of the academic staff at universities will be reflected to 

their teaching form and content. The academics trained in foreign countries adopt some 

similar attitudes according to their scientific acquisitions. Some philosophical writings 

dictated by the tension between the local character of the society and its universal one, 

and oriented to the comprehension of this tension show that the discussions about 

modernity, postmodernity or globalisation are reflected to the teaching of philosophy in 

Turkey. 

      In the past, teaching philosophy was realized through foreign texts or translated ones; 

but now some philosophical texts are written by Turkish philosophers or authors. The 

results of the postgraduate studies since 1942 have also been reflected in the teaching of 

philosophy in our universities. Besides, nowadays, the approach concerning the history of 

philosophy is changed, some historical cross-sections are separately studied and taught 

thoroughly. To give a concrete example, for the last twenty years approximately, the 

philosophy of the European Middle Ages and Renaissance are taught as independent 

subject matters in the departments of philosophy. 

      Some professors quest for different methods of teaching, so in this way they try to 

activate their students for world problems. We can give an example: human rights 

problems are studied in the departments of philosophy as a world problem. In addition to 

those concerning ethics, philosophy of man or philosophical anthropology, philosophy of 

culture, of history, and of the social sciences are treated meticulously in this education. 

Besides these activities, classical languages like Greek and Latin are taught in some 

departments. 

      Right alongside all of these departments, in some universities philosophy teaching is 

compulsory and elective. While  philosophy teaching was connected only with the social 

sciences and literature in the first years of the Republic, in recent years in addition to 

them, it is attached also to engineering, medicine or natural sciences. Nowadays, there are 

many faculties which have organized philosophical courses in their programmes such as 

«Introduction to Philosophy» or «What is Philosophy?».  The main goal is to create a 
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new generation that could elaborate on all problems from a philosophical point of view. 

To give a concrete example for what has just been said, in Bosphorus University, since 

the days of Robert College (its former name), philosophy has been taught in different 

departments. This application is becoming more widespread than in other universities: in 

Middle East Technical University, Hacettepe University, Istanbul Technical University, 

Maltepe University etc.   

      The increase of the studentsô activities is another fact observed in the universities in 

recent years. In this context, not only students of departments of philosophy, but also 

those of different departments are interested in philosophy. Generally, they found various 

associations such as «Philosophy Club», «Thinking Club», «Philosophical Association» 

or «Discussing Community». But almost all of the clubs organizing philosophical 

activities are in big cities such as Istanbul, Ankara etc. To give a concrete example, ten 

studentsô congresses have been realized by different universities up to this year. 

     Usually, university staff members have creatively taken part in these studentsô 

activities. In this way, working collaboratively, university, city and society have been 

able to construct a common world thanks to philosophy.  These recent developments 

show that Turkey is well on the way to becoming an emancipated knowledge society. 

2.2.2. Philosophy as a Field of Research in Higher Education  

      In addition to supervising Masterôs and Ph.D. theses, university staff members work 

as researchers in these institutions. They present their studies in some seminars or 

congresses and publish them in scientific journals or reviews. The research funds of the 

universities, gallocated by the Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey 

(founded in 1963) support philosophical research studies; and the Turkish Academy of 

Sciences also supports the academic staff in the social and philosophical sciences. There 

are many different kinds of research among them; for example, some of which are 

traditional; while some others deal with contemporary subjects. It can be said that the 

papers that are prepared and the studies which are realized in the universities, are from an 

historical point of view, an important measure.   

       Even if we can not say that there are great philosophical movements in the 

universities, it is well known that problems concerning human beings are becoming the 

focus of attention. Especially, the studies realized in Istanbul University have proved this, 

since its reformation year, as we remarked before. From these years on positive studies 

began to guide the intellectual life of Turkish society, which made great progress in the 

fields of language, culture and history. So the everyday life of the Republic was imbued 

with a considerable new diversity of intellectual subjects.   

      It was a necessity to realize some detailed studies on the subjects mentioned above; 

the main goal being the reformation of our present language into a philosophical one. For 

this purpose, newly founded institutions of the Republic cooperated. So, some joint 

studies realized by the department of Philosophy of Istanbul University and the Turkish 

Language Association have given us a good example of this kind of cooperation. The 

Turkish philosophers knew very well that, in order to produce something reliable in the 

domain of philosophical research, the relationship between language and ways of 

thinking had to be made obvious. This interpretation is a result of the effects of the milieu 

in which they were educated. 

      As we said above, in the first years, the majority of the founders were professors who 

had come from Germany; and the others had come back also from Germany and France 
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after having completed their Doctoral theses. Obviously, the common cultural 

background on which they depended naturally provided some general ways of thinking 

and working to our two oldest universities, i.e. those of Istanbul and Ankara, the first 

newly reorganized, the second just founded.   

      In Istanbul, Professor Hans Reichenbach lectured from 1933 to 1938 mainly on 

positivistic themes. Ernst von Asterôs subjects were about the history of philosophy 

without abandoning the positivist ground. As for, Nicolai Hartmann, Heinz Heimsoeth 

and Joachim Ritter, their work was mainly oriented to form young assistant professors.   

      In order to identify people known for their research it is very important to give a 

concrete illustration of what has just been said. Generally speaking, those who represent 

philosophy in Turkey are still alumni of Istanbul University. The first generation of 

philosophers, educated in Istanbul by German refugee professors, taught the middle 

generation; and almost all of the current teaching staff consists of pupils of this latter. 

      Among the first generation, Nusret Hizir (1889-1980) influenced by Hans 

Reichenbach, considered philosophical discourse to be scientific. Hilmi Ziya Ülken 

(1901-1974), interested in a variety of philosophical disciplines, worked at first in the 

Istanbul University, then went to Ankara University. Macit Gökberk (1908-1993) is 

renowned for his studies concerning the history of philosophy and his modern and 

enlightened attitude. He connected his philosophical discourse with linguistic, historic 

and cultural subjects. Takiyettin Meng¿ĸoĵlu (1908-1984) who based his philosophical 

discourse on the natural sciences, became the pioneer of the movement with his studies 

concerning philosophical anthropology in Turkey. Those who represent philosophy in 

Turkey nowadays are generally pupils of these scholars. Bedia Akarsu (1921) studied 

language, culture, history and ethics. Hüseyin Batuhan (1921-2004) is well known for his 

studies concerning logic and the philosophy of science. Ismail Tunalē (1922) is famous 

through his studies on aesthetics. Nermi Uygur (1925-2005), dealing with many 

disciplines covering human problems, never stopped recreating a new philosophical 

language, so he brought wealth to the Turkish language through his writings. Cemal 

Yēldērēm (1925) is well known for his studies concerning history and philosophy of 

science and Teo Grünberg (1927) through his logical researches. Uluĵ Nutku (1935), 

disciple of Takiyettin Meng¿ĸoĵlu, has worked with a particular interest in the 

philosophy of man. Another disciple of Takiyettin Meng¿ĸoĵluôs, Ioanna Kuçuradi 

(1936), who prepared her Doctoral thesis with him, has studied intensively the 

philosophy of man and, especially, human rights on the national and international levels 

as well; at the same time she has worked hard to spread philosophy beyond the walls of 

the universities in Turkey. Ioanna Kuçuradi, the president of the Philosophical Society of 

Turkey and former president of the International Federation of Philosophical Societies, 

has constructed her philosophical discourse on literary works as well as daily life. Önay 

Sözer (1936) is well renowned for his studies in the history of philosophy, especially 

Hegel, Heidegger and contemporary philosophy. Afĸar Timu­in (1939) has worked hard 

on the history of ideas and aesthetics. Doĵan ¥zlem (1944) has realized important studies 

about hermeneutics. Ömer Naci Soykan (1945) has worked on the philosophy of art, 

language and contemporary philosophy. Arda Denkel (1949-2000) has written many 

books about ontology and epistemology from an analytical point of view. Betül 

Çotuksöken (1950, F.I.S.P. Steering Committee member) completed her Doctoral thesis 

with Nermi Uygur; on one hand, she has done considerable work in medieval philosophy; 
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on the other hand, she is interested in the essence or quiddity of philosophical discourse 

and problems of the human being. G¿rol Irzēk (1955, F.I.S.P. Steering Committee 

member) is well known for his studies concerning the philosophy of science and 

methodological problems of the social sciences in recent years. Sevgi Iyi (1956) has 

worked on the metaphysics in our time and Harun Tepe (1956) is interested in ethics 

problems. The last two were pupils of Ioanna Kuçuradi at Hacettepe University.   

      Nowadays, one hundred eighty scholars are working in the philosophy departments of 

the Turkish universities. Their activity is not limited by an ex cathedra teaching, but a 

considerable amount of publications including papers, books, philosophical dictionaries 

and translations have been produced by these scholars. They have also been presenting 

their studies to an international audience for the last fifty years, the Turkish language is 

recreated by these works and because of that, this language is becoming a philosophical 

one. 

2.3. Philosophical Associations, Philosophical Circles 

       The endeavours to establish philosophical associations continued intermittently from 

1926 until 1974. The Philosophical Society of Turkey was founded in 1974 in Ankara 

and it became a member of F.I.S.P. in 1979. Ioanna Kuçuradi, the president of this 

Society, took on the post of the secretary general of FISP during the 1988-1998 period; 

and she was the President of this Federation between 1998-2003. The Philosophical 

Society of Turkey has organized a number of activities on the national and international 

level; at the same time, it has been publishing Turkish and English books. This Society 

hosted the 21
st
 WorId Congress of Philosophy in 2003 in Istanbul. As is well known, the 

main theme of this Congress was «Philosophy Facing World Problems». The 

Philosopical Society of Turkey also hosted the UNESCO «World Philosophy Day» in 

2007, in Istanbul. 

 

2.4. Researchers outside of Academic Circles  

      Some of these authors who write books, essays, or articles or translate various 

publications have had a philosophical formation in a proper academic institution, while 

some of the others are self-taught as regards to philosophy since they have been trained in 

another educational field. The best known among these are Vehbi Hacēkadiroĵlu (1919-

2007) and Arslan Kaynardaĵ (1923). The former was renowned for his books about 

epistemological, anthropological and ethics problems, and at the same time for the review 

entitled Felsefe Tartēĸmalarē (Philosophical Discussions, published by Bosphorus 

University) which has been published since 1987.  He has translated many books. The 

latter is well known with his books entitled Felsefecilerle Sºyleĸiler (Conversations with 

Contemporary Turkish Philosophers, 1986) and Kadēn Felsefecilerimiz (Our Women 

Philosophers, 1999), which are very important for their information about the current 

situation of philosophical discourse in Turkey. 

3. Philosophy in Mass Media 

      It is evident that philosophy has an ever-enlarging place in the cultural life in Turkey. 

Many publishers, as well as some newspapers and journals, are interested in publishing 

philosophical books or articles, respectively in Istanbul and Ankara. Some philosophers 

carry out programs about philosophy for radio and/or television. 
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4. Conclusion 

      Turkey is a young country with 31 % of her sixty-five million inhabitants being under 

15. There are seventeen million students undergoing primary, secondary and higher 

education in Turkey. Since the 1997-1998 school year, basic compulsory education has 

lasted eight years. The main goal for the next time is to raise it to twelve years. 

According to recent research, thirty-four percent (with free teaching) of the younger 

generation has the possibility of education in the universities; without doubt this number 

has to increase, and most of them have to study in higher education institutions. 

      As is the case in many fields in Turkey, in the area of philosophy also, activities 

increased in the first quarter of twentieth century; with the reorganization of Istanbul 

University, done regularly and represented by the philosophers who were educated in 

foreign countries or in this University. As it is clear to see, the greatest interest of these 

persons is turned to the intellectual life of Europe. So the Turkish Republic as the heir of 

an old civilization is mature enough now to be a partner of the European Union. In this 

context, activating subjecr-matters of philosophy in the world became a concern of 

Turkey, as the case of human rights education well illustrates: question of particularity 

and universality, interculturality, identity problems, cultural relativism etc. have been 

raised on the ground of Turkish philosophy.   

      But there are still a lot of unsolved problems on the secondary and higher education 

levels in Turkey. It is a necessity that the curriculum be revised and consequently, a new 

one destined to high schools has to be prepared reflecting the qualities of philosophy as a 

way of thinking. The systematic approach has to be realized within the dimensions of the 

history of philosophy. In addition to this, teachers of philosophy periodically have to 

attend refresher courses in order to enlarge their philosophical culture concerning new 

problems and the latest publications.  

      On the higher education level, teaching philosophy has frequently been considered in 

many respects; for instance, curriculum and application. It is important to discuss the 

main subjects regarding this topic. The most important problem is the number of staff in 

the universities; in fact, this number is already far from being sufficient. Another problem 

is that religious trends are still attempting to penetrate various educational institutions in 

a philosophical context. Especially in recent years, discussions concerning cultural 

relativism and identity are encouraging these kinds of tendencies. 

 

(This essay is a new version of « Philosophy in Turkey» which was published in Jahrbuch 

für  Bildungs- und Erziehungsphilosophie, 4 (2002), Schneider Verlag Hohengehren GmbH,  

pp. 177-192.) 
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      As an introduction, we should first refer to the history of Islamic philosophy and its 

remarkable growth in Iran. Immediately after its rise, Islam basically supported 

knowledge and philosophical thought. Therefore, some thinkers became involved in 

philosophical and theological discussions. After two centuries, the books on Greek and 

Alexandrian philosophy were translated into Arabic, but they did not attract much 

attention in Saudi Arabia. However, Iranian philosophers translated them into Persian, 

and some of them, such as Farabi and, then, Ibn Sina, tried to expand their contents so 

that the resulting works were even more complete and vaster than those in Greek 

philosophy (for example, the existing 200 issues and problems in Aristotelian philosophy 

increased to 700 in Iraniansô works). In Ghazzaliôs time and during the reign of caliphs, 

Islamic philosophy was harshly attacked and discarded in Arabic lands. Moreover, after 

Ibn Rushd, it was replaced by Ashôarite theology in Spain. Nevertheless, Iranians kept 

Islamic philosophy alive among themselves and developed it to a great extent until, 

finally, Mulla Sadra placed it at the peak of magnificence and glory. 

 

Topical Themes 

 

      Presently, two philosophical schools coexist in Iran. The first is Mulla Sadraôs 

philosophy. The most important issues discussed in this school of thought consist of those 

in relation to ontology, eschatology, epistemology, manôs natural development in his 

journey from this world to the Hereafter, manôs creative role in the world, manôs spiritual 

development, man as Godôs vicegerent on Earth, the essential relation between religion 

and politics/government, the effect of manôs perception in ontological development, 

mental existence and the world of imagination in man and, particularly, the theories of 

the principiality of existence, the gradation of existence, motion in the substance of 

things, the corporeal origin of the soul, etc. 

      The second school deals with Western trends of philosophy and the themes that are 

discussed in todayôs world. Such themes are discussed simultaneously and alongside with 

issues in Islamic philosophy in philosophy faculties and centers and studied 

comparatively. In this regard, we can mainly refer to the philosophies of Kant, Descartes, 

Heidegger, Husserl (phenomenology), and the topics related to globalization and 

philosophy of ethics. The various issues in traditional and modern logic are also the focus 

of attention here. Therefore, we can say that the philosophy studied in Iran is a dynamic, 

active, and all-inclusive science. 

 

Philosophical Achievements and Advancements in Iran 

 

      As mentioned above, Iranian philosophy is, on the one hand, the heir to and the 

guardian and developer of thousands of years of philosophical thought in ancient Iran, the 

Orient, ancient Greece, and the schools of Plotinus and Alexandria. We can indeed say 

that Islamic philosophy in the real sense of the word exists only in Iran. On the other 

hand, we can also learn about the most recent developments and advancements in 

Western philosophy in our country. In fact, we can safely claim and prove that, presently, 

Iran has developed and expanded the science of philosophy more than any country in the 

world. 
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Philosophical Trends 

 

      Books on Islamic philosophy and Western philosophy are taught, studied, translated, 

and written in separation from each other at universities. However, philosophy professors 

have tried to bring these two trends together, and most of their philosophical studies are 

done comparatively. Hence, we can claim that what exists in Iran is true philosophy; i.e. a 

philosophy that is far from prejudice and unidimensionality.  In fact, biased and partial 

philosophical trends are quite rare and weak in our country. 

 

Perspective of Philosophy in Iran 

 
      As mentioned previously, Iran is the house of todayôs Islamic philosophy and closely 

tied with it. In fact, the future of this school of thought is determined in Iran. Our 

researchers believe that Iranian philosophy has a brilliant future and will influence the 

world to a great extent in the years to come. They also maintain that it is capable of 

developing the old and new schools of Western philosophy and, at the same time, 

continue its own growth in order to reach the highest level of perfection. 
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1.  Introduction 

 Starting from the beginning of the 20
th
 century, Chinese philosophy has mainly 

been the development of comparative studies with Western philosophy.  The Chinese did 

not even have the corresponding word for ñphilosophyò until a Japanese scholar 

translated it for the first time as ñZhe Xueò, which means ña learning full of wisdomò.  

Not long after this translation, Chinese scholars started to formulate the history of 

Chinese philosophy.  However, up until this time, Chinese did not classify knowledge in 

the same manner as Western thinkers did, in which there is a system of knowledge with 

philosophy as the universal one and the rest as particular branches.  For example, 

philosophy in China was not even distinguished as a separate discipline.  Therefore, the 

task of formulating the history of Chinese philosophy faced the difficulty of determining 

which books and doctrines could deserve the name of philosophy.  As it turned out, for 

this reason, there was no way for the Chinese to formulate the history of their philosophy 

but to follow the notion and framework of Western philosophy.
i
 

However, when attempting to make Chinese philosophy correspond to the Western 

notion of philosophy, one problem that obviously arose for the Chinese scholars was 

attaining, especially at first, a real grasp of Western philosophy from such a truly 

different background.  It should be noted that it took at least about five hundred years for 

Chinese scholars to have a real grasp of Indian Buddhism, and, moreover, that Western 

philosophy as a heterogeneous culture for Chinese people is no easier than Buddhism.  In 




