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La liste des participants a ’Assemblée générale se trouve a I'annexe I de ce rapport.

1. Welcome address by the President of FISP.

The meeting was opened at 9:45 by the President of FISP, Prof. McBride, who called it
to order and made some announcements related to the issues to be discussed.

He welcomed the representatives of the FISP member societies and CD members
present at the meeting and congratulated the Greek hosts on the organization of the WCP,
2013.

Then he submitted the agenda of the meeting to the Assembly for approval.

The agenda was approved with some modifications: two other proposals coming
from FISP member societies were included for discussion.

The President gave the floor to the Secretary-General, who brought to the attention of
the Assembly that, according to art.1 of GA Bye-Laws, two members of the Steering
Committee, Professor Aavani and Professor Fung-Riverén, were appointed as delegates of
their societies, as there was no other delegate from their countries. He asked the Assembly to
authorize it, as required by the Bye-Laws.

In compliance with art. 1 of the Bye-Laws, the Assembly authorized Prof. Aavani and
Prof. Fung-River6n to serve as delegates of the Iranian Philosophical Society and the
International Society for Islamic Philosophy and, respectively, of the Sociedad Cubana de
Investigaciones Filosoéficas.

2. Report of the President.
The meeting continued with the report of the President.

Prof. McBride presented the summary of his term report to the GA.



Report of the President of Fisp to the General Assembly.

How to summarize the past five years, since my election as President by the last
General Assembly? I shall be relatively brief, because I do not think that this is a good
occasion for entering into details — which in any case can be found in the records of my
remarks and those of Luca Scarantino at the annual meetings of the FISP Steering Committee
in our Newsletters on the website — and today there is other business to attend to, most
notably the business of the elections. If, however, there are questions concerning any matter
of detail that one of you delegates might wish to ask, this meeting is the best occasion for
doing so, an occasion that is highly unlikely to recur until five years from now.

Could the past five years be called, in imitation of a familiar French expression
concerning the three decades following World War II, “les cinq glorieuses”? Hardly. The
economic crisis that gripped first my country and then many of the countries of Europe
beginning very soon after the Seoul World Congress in summer 2008 had negative effects on
activities with which we are concerned that are still being felt. The most obvious of these was
the severe damage that befell our host country, Greece, itself, which led some to question the
wisdom of proceeding with our plans to meet here. For a number of reasons — among them
the sheer impracticality of seeking another venue in such a short time, but also out of a
certain sense of fidelity and a certain sense of strategy — I resisted this line of questioning,
and to the extent to which one can ever rigorously compare actual with merely hypothetical
historical outcomes I think I was right. One significant point in the sequence of events
leading up to the present was the proposal that those members of the Steering Committee
who could do so should go to Athens in January of last year by way of encouraging our
Greek colleagues and as a show of solidarity. In the end, our Greek colleagues hosted us
generously, beyond our expectations, and I believe that our visit was appreciated.

We are grateful for their hospitality on that occasion as well as on the prior occasion
when the Programme Committee of the World Congress met there, and I personally am
grateful for the warmth with which I was greeted when I went to Athens for the first time
after the World Congress in Seoul in order to sign our Memorandum of Agreement. That
now seems like a long time ago. This hospitality has of course extended on through the
present World Congress itself, and so it goes without saying, and I have already said it on
other occasions here, that I am especially grateful to Hellenic Organizing Committee
President Konstantinos Boudouris, to former FISP Steering Committee member Myrto
Dragona-Monachou, to the Athens Secretariat beginning with Stella, and to many, many
others here in Greece who contributed to the planning and organization of the World
Congress.

Others who showed great hospitality to our Steering Committee over the past five
years were our hosts, the Istituto Italiano per gli Studi Filosofici, at our meeting and
conference on the island of Ischia in April 2009; the Institute of Philosophy of the Russian
Academy of Sciences and the Russian Philosophical Society, which gave us the opportunity
both to meet and to celebrate the UNESCO World Philosophy Day in Moscow and Saint
Petersburg in November of that same year; the Sociedad Filos6fica Mexicana, which hosted
us in Mexico City in fall 2010; the Croatian Philosophical Society, our hosts in Cres in fall
2011; and finally the authorities in Bénin who, under the leadership of our colleague Paulin
Hountondji, welcomed us to Cotonou last fall. As has been the custom for many years, each
of these Steering Committee meetings was connected with a philosophical conference in
which, typically, both Steering Committee members and some others took part. This allows
us both to conduct the ongoing business of FISP and at the same time to meet and have
professional exchanges with other philosophers from different countries, thus contributing,
as it is hoped, to a stronger sense of what I like to call the global philosophical community.

I shall not attempt to enumerate all the other national and international meetings over
the past five-year period at which FISP was represented by one or more of us from the
Steering Committee or which we co-sponsored even when unable to be represented; as I
have said, the documentation is to be found in our reports, Luca Scarantino’s and mine, from
Steering Committee meetings — except, of course, for the most recent one, six days ago,
which will be published later. But it is safe to say that the meetings of which I am aware took
place on every inhabited continent except Australia and in a number of different countries.
Among the international conferences that stand out in my own memory were the



conferences reviving the Afro - Asian Philosophy Association, which met in Mumbai, and
which several of us attended, and the Inter-American Congress in Mexico. Among the
national conferences that I remember most fondly was the launching of the Senegalese
Philosophy Association in Dakar. At all such events the name of FISP was and is
prominently mentioned.

One ongoing commitment of ours that deserves special mention is the International
Philosophy Olympiad, the contest among leading high school students from an ever-
increasing number of countries, the last five meetings of which have taken place, always in
May, in Helsinki, here in Athens, in Vienna, in Oslo, and most recently in Odense, Denmark.
FISP is a sponsor of the Olympiads, and three FISP Steering Committee members have
served on each occasion as members of the committee that makes the final decisions on the
highest awards.

There was a time, beginning early in the previous five-year period during Peter
Kemp’s Presidency, when FISP had a strong presence in the World Philosophy Day
sponsored by UNESCO. As I trust most if not all of you know, UNESCO encourages the
observance of that day, officially designated as the third Thursday of November, by
philosophical organizations all over the world, and I know that some of the member societies
represented in this General Assembly typically organize excellent commemorations of this
day. At the same time, it became customary for UNESCO itself to hold its own special World
Philosophy Day celebration, first at its headquarters in Paris and then later in various host
countries, beginning with Chile in 2005. The first World Philosophy Day since our last World
Congress five years ago was held in Palermo, Italy, and this was followed by the celebration
in Moscow to which I have already alluded. The next one, November 2010, was scheduled
for Tehran, with our colleague Gholamreza Aavani, a member of the FISP Steering
Committee, as the principal coordinator of the programme. However, the choice of Tehran
generated a great deal of controversy, and, although it did take place and several other
Steering Committee members attended, UNESCO withdrew its endorsement just a short
time prior to the date. There were small celebrations back in Paris that year and the next two,
and there will be one again this year, although it will take place several days after the
designated date because of scheduling problems. FISP’s involvement in the recent UNESCO
celebrations in Paris has been marginal.

But this is only part of a larger picture of our relationship with UNESCO. The whole
issue is somewhat complex, and I do not think it appropriate to enter into it in depth here.
Essentially, the vote by a large majority of UNESCO ambassadors to accept Palestine as a
member resulted in the application of a law passed some years ago by the United States
Congress whereby funding had to be stopped for any UN organization that admitted
Palestine to membership. So United States funding, which was nearly 25% of UNESCO's
annual budget, has been suspended and is, to be realistic about it, highly unlikely to be
renewed in the near future. The result is an atmosphere of extreme austerity at UNESCO. We
used to obtain some small funding for special activities of some of our member organizations
through CIPSH, the International Council for Philosophy and the Human Sciences, a semi-
autonomous umbrella organization of which FISP is a member. Not only has such funding,
and indeed most of the funds that CIPSH once had, been eliminated, but it will soon be
asked either to pay rent for its offices at UNESCO, in an amount considerably beyond what it
can afford on the basis of its meager income from relatively small annual dues paid by its
member societies, or to leave. It is important for me to add that CIPSH is not the only
UNESCO-based non-governmental organization of which this will be demanded: I was told,
when I visited there in late June, that all eleven such NGOs are being similarly affected
(although no doubt some, or for all I know all, of the others are better endowed than CIPSH).
A comparatively small additional effect of this forthcoming change is that FISP will be
unable any longer to keep its address at UNESCO, which we have been using through the
good offices of CIPSH. When I became President I thought that it was more suitable for FISP
to have a central address and office rather than the address of its president, as had been
customary until then. This will no longer be possible, at least not at the current address, once
the new rental arrangement goes into effect in a few months or a year.



At the same time, I continue to think that it is good for us to retain ties with
UNESCO, and my visit there in June was in part an attempt to renew and reinforce them. I
can only express the fervent wish that UNESCO will one day enjoy happier times.

A combination of virtually worldwide austerity and in some quarters a prejudice
against philosophy and even against the humanities in general has had the effect of
producing threats, some unfortunately successful and others happily not, against philosophy
departments and other institutions in various countries. We officers of FISP have protested
vehemently against such threats whenever we have been apprised of them. Without entering
here into details, which again can be found in the minutes of past Steering Committee
meetings, I can mention the struggle against the effort to eliminate traditional secondary
school philosophy education in Mexico, in which Professor Vargas-Lozano has played a
leading role; the threat to appropriate the building of the Institute of Philosophy in Moscow;
threats of judicial proceedings against some distinguished philosophers in Hungary;
attempts to dissolve certain philosophy departments in the United Kingdom and the United
States; and on and on. To be able to present a strong institutional response, in the name of
our member societies and their members worldwide, is one of the many raisons d’étre for
our federation. It is a continuing struggle, but one in which we have at least experienced
some successes.

Meanwhile, the state of the Federation itself, its internal condition, seems relatively
stable, or perhaps even on an upward trajectory. While there are some member societies that
have failed to maintain their interest in FISP, a larger number of new societies have joined
over the past five years, and I heartily welcome them. In addition to the work specifically
connected with the World Congress, in which the Programme Committee, chaired by
Dermot Moran and including Ernest Lepore, Ilkka Niiniluoto, Ken-ichi Sasaki, Paulin
Hountondji, and Stelios Virvidakis, was so active, I owe a great deal, of course, to our
Secretary General Luca Maria Scarantino, as well as to our Administrative Secretary Emiliya
Ivanova, to immediate Past President Peter Kemp, and to our three Vice-Presidents over this
past five-year period: Marietta Stepanyants, Herta Nagl-Docekal, and Betiil Cotuksotken.
Special tribute must also be paid to our Treasurer, Guido Kiing, whose physical condition
has not allowed him to come here himself, but who has worked tirelessly for FISP over a
thirty-year period and continues to do so. It is because of him that the legal headquarters of
FISP is in Fribourg, Switzerland, his city.

No doubt all of our member societies, at least all of the larger ones, have suffered
losses by death of some of their members. One about which I feel especially said, it having
occurred so recently, is the death of the President of the All-India Philosophy Congress, S. P.
Dubey, who suffered a fatal heart attack just a few days after he and I had exchanged
messages in which he had expressed so much enthusiasm about coming here to Athens. The
Steering Committee itself suffered two losses, the first being that of Sémou Pathé Gueye of
Senegal, just prior to our meeting on Ischia, and the second that of David Evans, a long-time
Steering Committee member from Belfast, whom we had continued to rely on as our
specialist on policy issues, statutes and bye-laws, after his tenure had ended. Both are
irreplaceable.

But the work of FISP will continue, under whomever of the two Presidential
candidates the majority of you elect, and I look forward to working with that person to
ensure a smooth transition and a productive five years to come. I hope to see many of you, in
various sites of our ever-smaller globe, between now and the next World Congress, and then
to participate five years hence in another outstanding “celebration,” as I put it in my
welcoming message in your Congress Programme, of the world philosophy community.

The report of the President was accepted by the GA.

3. Report of the Secretary-General.

Following the approval of the agenda, the chair, Prof. McBride, gave the floor to the
Secretary-General, Prof. Luca Maria Scarantino, to submit his term report. He presented it in
English and French.

Dear Colleagues,
Cheres et chers collegues,



The yearly reports I presented to the Steering Committee of Fisp since the Seoul
Congress have been regularly posted online, and are available on the website of Fisp. They
provide a detailed outlook about Fisp’s activities in the past five years. Today, I will
therefore simply recall some essential development that Fisp has undergone since our last
General Assembly in 2008.

Geographic opening. During the last five years, the constituency of Fisp has evolved.
When I presented my first report as Secretary-general, in 2009, I stressed the “geographic
imbalance” that characterized Fisp membership. More than 50% of Fisp national societies
were based in Europe. Coordinators of international societies were equally largely European.
This situation seemed to me a drawback for the Federation’s credibility as a global network
of scholarly bodies. A policy of progressive inclusion of societies from the different areas of
the world had indeed been initiated years before, particularly thanks to former Presidents of
Fisp, Prof. Evandro Agazzi and Prof. lIoanna Kuguradi. This policy was continued later on.
Nonetheless, among the effects of holding a World Congress in Asia was a new challenge for
FISP’s capacity to operate on an increasingly global scale. We could simply say that, as
cultural and social dynamics are more and more produced on a global scale, philosophy (and
the humanities at large) can no longer have an actual impact on them if they are confined to a
single tradition of thought or to a single system of theoretical and cultural co-ordinates.

In the last five years, Fisp membership has evolved in this direction. Altogether, the
number of Fisp societies grew from 104 to 126, despite some discontinuations. More
fundamentally perhaps, the geographical representation of our societies has been
considerably broadened. New societies based in Asia, in Latin America, in Africa have joined
Fisp. Members in sub-Saharan Africa have doubled. National societies from Thailand,
Mongolia, Senegal, Azerbaijan, the Philippines, Guatemala, Austria, Pakistan, Iran, Portugal
and Denmark have also become members. Major regional and international societies, such as
the Australasian Philosophical Association or the International Association for Aesthetics,
have joined Fisp, along with several other international associations. This widening has
brought up new issues not only in philosophical thought, but also in the modalities of
international cooperation in philosophy. One of these societies, the Australasian
Philosophical Association, has raised the problem of how a World Congress could be
organized in a country that follows the academic calendar of the southern hemisphere;
another new member, the Philosophical Association of Guatemala, developed a series of
remarks about the scale of a philosophical community in Central America — whether
philosophical cooperation and Congresses should take place on a national basis, or on a
regional scale, with all the difficulties that it implies. Other societies raised issues related to
the possible ways of conceiving comparative studies, on the possible ways of fostering the
presence of philosophy in the public sphere, et sim. The following figure summarizes the
evolution of Fisp membership in the last five years.

MEMBERS OF FISP

National Societies

2008 2013

Europe 41 41
Asia’ 13 20
North America 9 10
Latin America 9 11
Arab and Islamic World? 2 3
Sub-Saharan Africa 2 4
Oceania - 1

76 90

1 Including Turkey.
2 Including Iran.



International Societies

2008 2013
Presidents Secretary-general or Pres SG. or
coordinator coordinator
Europe 12 13 13 10
North America 9 8 12 8
Asia® 4 2 6 3
Sub-Saharan Africa 1 - - 1
Latin America - 1 1 2
Arab and Islamic World* - - 2 -
Oceania - - - 1

In practice, such an enlargement is not without problem. Creating and maintaining a
society is often difficult, especially in certain countries. Learned societies are frequently faced
with practical dilemmas, when their independence comes at the expense of an extreme
penury of their own resources. In such conditions, Fisp has played a role in creating or
helping scholarly communities create their own association or society. May I recall the case
of the Senegalese philosophical society, whose establishment has been envisaged at a
memorial meeting that took place in Dakar in honor of our late colleague Sémou Pathé
Gueye, then processed by our colleagues in the country, and achieved with the substantial
help of the Fisp Steering Committee and the tangible support of the International Council for
Philosophy and Human Sciences. In a different area of the world, our colleagues from
Guatemala applied for membership in the perspective of federating other scholarly
communities in the region through a multinational philosophical association that they are
planning to initiate. The wise policy implemented by our Treasurer, Prof. Guido Kueng, who
has been very generous in according substantial reductions of fees to societies in difficulty,
has considerably facilitated these interventions.

Assembly and Congress. This process seems to have brought some fruits also in the
participation of our societies in Fisp activities. A first indicator is the high number of
nominations — 56 — we received for the new CD (28 re-eligible CD members, 28 new
nominees). As for our member societies, 105 delegates have been appointed, and 97 are
actually attending this Assembly. This amounts to almost double of the votes cast in Seoul. I
see in these figures a sign of an increased participation and interest in Fisp’s work. The fact
that two bids for the next Congress were submitted by two expanding countries such as
Brazil and China may also be seen as a sign of the interest that Fisp’s endeavors, and World
Congresses in particular, rises over the continents.

Philosophical institutions and Unesco. During these years, we faced two sorts of
difficulties: the repeated threats to academic institutions, departments, and centres in
philosophy, and the decline of Unesco as philosophical attractor and networking resource.

Fisp, particularly thanks to President McBride, has repeatedly acted in defense of
philosophical institutions that came under the attack of political or economic powers. May 1
simply recall the wide international campaign we launched in favor of the Institute of
Philosophy of the Russian Academy of Sciences, in 2009/2010, the repeated appeals of
William McBride against the threats to the right of free expression in Hungary, the
interventions in favor of the Italian Institute of Philosophical Studies, the support to the
philosophical department and programme in Aarhus, and, more recently, the Fisp
intervention to the Presidency of Greece to make possible the participation of several
colleagues from Nigeria — an attempt, this latter, that has unfortunately failed. As we learned
from our colleague Demetra Sfendoni only a few days ago, a new “philosophical emergency”
involves the archaeological site of Stagira — and it is all too willingly that we decided to
include this point in the agenda of our Assembly, along with a new request of support by the
Russian Academy of Sciences. In all these as well as in other circumstances, Fisp has acted on

3 Including Turkey.
4 Including Iran.



behalf of the philosophical community to voice its protest and dissent. Our capacity of
intervention remains limited — and even more limited seems to be the capacity of our
interlocutors to listen to us — but I see in this public defense of philosophy one of the main
raisons d’étre of our Federation. You may recall, incidentally, the proposal of a universal
moratorium on death penalty voted by Fisp General Assembly at the Boston Congress in
1998, on the initiative of then Secretary-general Ioanna Kuguradi.

Unesco’s case is more delicate. Fisp, as a member organization of the International
Council for Philosophy and Human Sciences, has traditionally been a major partner of
Unesco’s activities in philosophy. Such has also been the case for the last few years. The
international celebration of the World Day of Philosophy, the preparation of a major survey
on the teaching of philosophy all over the world, released in 2007 under the title Philosophy,
A School of Freedom, the “High Level Regional Meetings on the Teaching of Philosophy”
convened by Unesco in Tunis, Manila, Bamako, Port-Louis, Santo Domingo, and Milan,
between 2009 and 2011, the annual Inter-regional dialogues, the creation of a Unesco
network of “women philosophers”, the attribution of regular grants to Fisp through the
International Council for Philosophy and Human Sciences, and finally the steady support to
our journal Diogenes — such were some of the main activities of Unesco to which Fisp was
closely associated. Unesco has actually played the role of a networking agency, whose main
scope was to open new paths, aside from traditional academic channels, for scholarly
cooperation between philosophers of the different areas of the world. All this was wiped out
in the last two years. Certainly, Unesco suffers a dramatic economic crisis, one that may go as
far as to threaten its own existence — at least in its current shape. But we have also had
repeated evidence of the little importance that many representatives of member states
attribute to the humanities at large, to the point where these are no longer included among
the priorities of the organization. I have to say that the Director-general of Unesco, and the
secretariat at large, have hardly played any role in countering this tendency. Few activities
survive today in the humanities at Unesco, and virtually none in philosophy. They have
been, so to say, terminated. Some initiatives have been taken by field offices of Unesco, but
their weight within Unesco remains marginal.

Athens World Congress. Les derniers mots de ce rapport seront pour nos hotes grecs.
Comme j'ai eu 'occasion de le dire devant le Comité directeur, il y a quelques jours, trois
mots suffiraient pour décrire le succes de ce Congres: nous y voila. Apres des années de
travail dur et acharné, de soucis, de doutes, de contrastes parfois, et malgré la plus grave
crise sociale, politique et économique des dernieres décennies, nos collegues grecs nous ont
recus a Athenes dans les meilleures conditions. Je voudrais leur dire notre gratitude et, plus
encore, les féliciter pour ce résultat historique.

Deux personnes en particulier ont été au cceur de cette entreprise. M. le Professeur
Konstantinos Boudouris, évidemment : en tant que président du comité organisateur, il a été
le maitre d’ceuvre du Congres. Nous avons travaillé ensemble pendant cinq ans, de maniére
harmonieuse et parfois moins harmonieuse, a travers accords et désaccords, difficultés et
désagréments, sans nous dissimuler les conflits que comportait la mise sur les rails d’un tel
événement, mais sans jamais perdre de vue notre objectif commun: monter un Congres qui
soit a la hauteur de la tradition philosophique du pays qui 'héberge. Mission, je crois
pouvoir le dire, accomplie.

Permettez-moi également d’évoquer le role crucial joué tout au long de ce processus
par Mme le Professeur Myrto Dragona-Monachou. Ancien membre du Comité Directeur de
la Fisp, elle a été au cceur de la mise au point de la candidature d’Athénes, ce qui devrait lui
valoir une reconnaissance durable de la part de la communauté philosophique grecque. Puis,
elle a contribué a batir cette confiance réciproque entre les organismes directeurs de la
Fédération et nos partenaires grecs sans laquelle rien n’aurait été possible. Sans Mme
Dragona-Monachou, nul n’en doute, nous n’en serions pas la aujourd’hui.

N’oublions pas non plus les autres collegues qui, en Grece, ont rendu possible ce
Congres et contribué a son succes. Celles et ceux qui se sont succédé a la Présidence de la
Société Philosophique Grecque, d’abord : Mme le Professeur Demetra Sfendoni-Mentzou,
qui a d’abord négocié puis signé le Mémorandum régissant le Congres, ensuite M. le
Professeur Vassilis Karasmanis et finalement ’actuel Président, M. Ioannis Pottakis. Puis, du
coté académique, le Recteur de I'Université d’Athenes, M. le Professeur Theodoros Pelegrini,



qui n'a jamais fait manquer son soutien au Comité organisateur et qui nous accueille
aujourd’hui dans ces batiments de 1'Ecole de philosophie. Et encore, j'y tiens tout
particulierement, notre collegue le Professeur Kostas Dimitracopoulos, directeur de I'Institut
de Méthodologie, Histoire et Théorie des Sciences, dont chacun aura apprécié le dévouement
quotidien pendant toute la durée du Congres.

Je m’excuse d’avance pour mes oublis: je ne doute pas que derriére ces figures
représentatives ont travaillé des équipes dont I'apport a di étre plus précieux que visible.
Qu’elles en soient remerciées ici. Mais je voudrais malgré tout rendre hommage a celles et
ceux qui ont prété leur ceuvre a travers un travail quotidien que chacun parmi nous a pu
apprécier. Tout d’abord, le secrétariat du Congres, conduit par Mmes Mrs. Stella, Eva et
Maya, dont l'efficacité nous a paru a tous égards exceptionnelle. Qu’aurait été du Congres
sans leur capacité de répondre par retour de courrier aux centaines de questions qui,
pendant bien des mois, leur ont été posées au quotidien! Avec elles, nos partenaires de
I'agence AFEA, dont nous avons beaucoup apprécié la coopération : Mmes Sissy Lignou,
Martha Kornarou, Marialena Hatziioannou, et avec elles toute leur équipe. Finalement, notre
collegue Stelios Virvidakis s’est trouvé dans la position délicate d’étre a la charniere de
'organisation locale et du Comité Directeur. En acceptant de succéder a Myrto Dragona-
Monachou, il y a cinq ans, il était conscient du role qu’il aurait a jouer, et je voudrais le
remercier publiquement pour le tact, la délicatesse et le dévouement avec lesquels il a mené a
bien cette tache.

Un certain nombre de membres du Comité Directeur ne peuvent ou ne souhaitent pas
étre réélu(e)s. Je voudrais souligner leur contribution au travail de la Fisp et leur rendre
hommage au nom de la Fédération : M. et Mmes les Professeurs Herta Nagl-Docekal, Paulin
J. Hountondji, Maija Kuule, Ilkka Niiniluoto, Basilio Rojo-Ruiz, Hans Poser, Tran Van Doan,
Samuel Lee, Hyung Chul-Kim et Bhuvan Chandel.

Mme le Professeur Chandel, de méme que M. le Professeur Dermot Moran, sont aussi
candidats a la Présidence de la Fisp, ce qui nous rappelle que William McBride arrive au
terme de cinq années intenses a la téte de la Fisp. Notre collegue Marietta Stepaniants
s’exprimera dans quelques minutes, mais, étant sans doute la personne avec laquelle il a
dilapidé la plupart de son temps depuis le Congres de Séoul, je voudrais rendre un simple
hommage a ses qualités humaines, a sa capacité de travail, et, tout simplement, a sa dévotion
a la cause de la Fisp. Par-dela le plaisir de travailler ensemble sur tout un ensemble de sujets,
je dois avouer avoir beaucoup appris de lui, ce qui est au fond la seule chose qui compte
entre philosophes. Merci Bill, et merci a vous tous.

The report of the Secretary-general was accepted by the GA.

4. Report of the Treasurer and budget. Report of the auditing commission.

The report of the Treasurer, Prof. Guido Kueng, was presented by his representative,
Prof. Gerhard Seel.

Report of the Treasurer, covering the 5-year period 1.7. 2008-30.6. 2013.

For details see the following items appended to these minutes:
- FISP 2008-2013: Bilan

- FISP 2008-2013: Recettes et dépenses annuelles moyennes
- Fonds Congres Mondiaux 2008-2013: Bilan

1 EUR (Euro) = 1.2349 CHF (Swiss Francs)
1 USD (US-Dollar) = 0.9453 CHF (Swiss Francs)

1) On June 30, 2013 the general assets of Fisp amounted to 105'943.54 Swiss
Francs (i.e. 85’791.- Euros or 112’074.- US Dollars). Given the fact that FISP
is an international organisation, this amount is still rather modest. It is ca.
30'000.- Swiss Francs higher than five years before; however part of this
gain will be used for the refund of travel costs to be paid after the World
Congress in Athens.



2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

The most important income of Fisp are the membership fees paid by its
Member Societies. During this five-year period they have amounted to an
average of 20’000.- Swiss Francs ( i.e. 16"196.- Euros or 21157.- US Dollars)
per year.

Another source of income is the Compensation Fund, namely the Fund
which helps FISP to grant reductions in membership fee to societies which
have objective difficulties to pay their dues. However, in the past five years
the donations to this Fund have only amounted to an average of ca. 1360.-
Swiss Francs per year! Donations have been made by the following
societies:

American Philosophical Association

Association Internationale des Professeurs de Philosophie
Australasian Association of Philosophy

Council for Research in Values and Philosophy

Japanese Federation of Philosophical Societies
Oesterreichische Gesellschaft fiir Philosophie

Radical Philosophical Association

Société Suisse de Philosophie

Sociedad Academica de Filosofia (Spain)

The main expenditures of FISP are the following:

An average per year of about 8500.- Swiss Francs ( i.e. 6’883.- Euros or
8'992.- US Dollars) have been spent for the refund of travel expenses, and
about 7’500.- Swiss Francs (i.e. 6’073.- Euros or 7°934.- US Dollars) have
been paid on the average per year as a subsidy for the FISP secretariat in
Paris.

It is important to note that the President's Office, the Secretary-General's
Office, and the Treasurer's Office cost practically nothing, thanks to
benevolent work and to the support by the respective universities.

Banking. The interests earned plus the gains from the investment
(dividends & increase in value of the investment), but minus the banking
costs, have left this time on the average a total annual benefit of 927.- Swiss
Francs.

Other minor positions, such as the dues for CIPSH, costs of the News-
Letter, and varia have this time amounted on the average to an annual loss
of 908.- Swiss Francs.

The funds for the Endowed Lectures at World Congresses, that are destined
to pay for the Endowed Lectures, are being kept separately.

a) The endowment for the Maimonides Lecture is being kept in Fribourg.
On June 30, 2013 the assets amounted to 11'864.50 Swiss Francs (i.e.
9’608. - Euros or 12'551. - US-Dollars) This is only 418. - Swiss Francs
more than five years before. This five-year benefit earned (as interests,
dividends, but minus the banking costs) is not much money and may
not be enough to pay the travel costs of the invited lecturer.

b) In addition FISP owns the endowment of the Ibn Rushd Lecture,
deposited with Prof. Ioanna Kucuradi in Ankara, which in 2008
amounted to 14.399.03 US-Dollars, which was then equivalent to 14'687.
- CHFE.

c) Furthermore the Soeren Kierkegaard Lecture has been endowed by The
Soeren Kierkegaard Research Center at the University of Copenhagen.
The Center pays the Lecturer at each World Congress of Philosophy.

d) The East-West Lecture has been endowed in January 2012 by the Korean
Philosophical Association. The Korean Philosophical Association pays
the Lecturer at each World Congress of Philosophy.

The member societies of FISP and their payment of dues.



As of July 22, 2013, FISP had 123 Member Societies.

82 societies have already paid their dues for 2013 or even longer, or they
have explicitly promised to pay their dues in Athens.

28 societies have made their last payment between 2008 and 2012.

5 societies are new members of FISP that so far have never paid, some of
them for quite a long time.

8 societies had made their last payment before 2008, i.e. they were in default
already at the last World Congress and have paid nothing since.

The lack of diligence of some of our Member Societies in paying their fees is
not really due to financial reasons. For to financially weak societies FISP can
grant (upon documented request) partial reductions of their membership
fees.

Our contact with the Member Societies can be improved, if address changes
are communicated quickly to the Treasurer (guido.kueng@unifr.ch).

Some Member Societies re-establish contact with FISP when their board
changes. Therefore we should not be too hasty in excluding Member
Societies from FISP.

The following societies have made their last payment before 2008 (i.e.
before the last World Congress in Seoul), and we have not heard from them
since. I propose therefore to the General Assembly that we drop their name
from the membership list of FISP:

Instituto Brasileiro de Filosofia

Center for Inquiry (USA)

Istituto di Studi Filosofici ,,Enrico Castelli” (Rome)

Société Luxembourgeoise de Philosophie

Association Marocaine de Philosophie

Swedish Philosophical Association

International Society for the Philosophy of Science (HOPOS) (here a
deliberation on whether they want to re-activate their membership in FISP is
underway)

World Phenomenology Institute

Fribourg, July 23, 2013
Prof.Guido Kiing
Treasurer of FISP.

Then Prof. Seel presented to the GA the report of the auditing commission, charged
with the term-control of the FISP’s accounts during the previous five years. As a member of
this commission, he read the official document of the auditing-control commission’s
conclusions (the original French document is attached to these minutes).

Check of the accounts of FISP covering the period of 2008-2013
Report of Prof. Dr. Eduard Marbach and Prof. Dr. Gerhard Seel, University of Bern
(Switzerland)

We checked the reports of the treasurer, Prof. Dr. Guido Kiing, given each year of the
period 2008-2013 and the accounts to which they referred. We never found any irregularity
or error in the reports or the accounts. We checked the final report covering the whole period
and the corresponding accounts as well. We state unanimously that the report is exact and
that the accounts are well kept. We therefore ask the General Assembly of FISP to accept the
report and the accounts and to give the treasurer full discharge.

Krattigen, 28.07. 2013 Prof. Dr. Eduard Marbach
(signature)
Neuchatel, 28.07.2013 Prof. Dr. Gerhard Seel

(signature)



In the frame of the observations related to the Treasurer’s report, Prof. Samuel Lee
renewed the gratitude of the Korean philosophical community to FISP, for according them
the honor to host the WCP 2008 in Seoul, the first WCP held in Asia. He recalled that a
special endowed lecture dedicated to Asian philosophy had been established after the Seoul
Congress, and had been included in the programme of the WCP 2013.

The reports of the Treasurer and of the Auditing commission were accepted by the
GA.

5. Membership discontinuations.

The report of the Treasurer included a list of societies proposed for discontinuation in
membership for not having paid their dues for several years already. Elaborating on this
point, Prof. Seel explained that further information about the status and intentions of these
societies had been gathered by the SG Prof. Scarantino in the months preceding the General
Assembly, and presented it to the CD. Prof. Scarantino’s recognition of each of these member
societies had shown that most of them were actually wishing to continue their membership
to FISP, or that they were in a process of considering new forms of association to the
Federation. Taking into account this information, the Steering Committee recommended to
the GA the discontinuation of membership of only two of them, with whom no contact had
been possible for lack of reply, namely the Center for Inquiry (USA) and the World
Phenomenology Institute.

The GA approved the CD’s proposal and voted for the discontinuation of
membership of the Center for Inquiry (USA) and the World Phenomenology Institute.

6. Proposals from member societies
6.1. Creation of a yearly prize for the best published philosophical book

The proposal of the IASC for the creation of a yearly prize for the best published
philosophical book was presented by Prof. Marcelo Dascal. He explained briefly the reasons
for proposing this prize. As the WCP is promoting the work of philosophers from all over
the world who meet at this event, it should also promote the development of philosophy by
young philosophers, and this simple prize might contribute to this purpose. The proposal
consists in offering an annual prize for the best published book in philosophy: a book with
new ideas, new problems, new researches, and new philosophical results by younger
philosophers. This prize would increase interest in what philosophers in the world are doing
and will contribute to the development of philosophy.

The President of FISP, Prof. McBride, observed that the proposal could be endorsed
in general by the GA but that the details concerning the prize award should be discussed by
the CD.

A vote on this subject, namely whether the GA should support this proposal, was
taken.

The proposal was endorsed by a large majority of the delegates.

6.2. Initiatives to make philosophy an integral part of basic & secondary level
education.

The proposal was presented by the All India Philosophical Association. Prof.
R. C. Sinha suggested the integration of philosophy as part of the primary and secondary
level education. He underlined the importance of philosophy in the educational process. On
the basis of this argument he urged the GA to endorse this proposal.

The proposal was warmly supported by many GA delegates. Some of them noted, in
the subsequent discussion, that the teaching of philosophy and more precisely the teaching
of philosophizing was one of the core goals of UNESCO’s philosophical activities. Others
stressed the importance of the teaching of philosophy not only in secondary schools but at all
levels of formal education, and express their wish to promote the philosophy for children.



Prof. Satya P. Gautam, a delegate of the Indian Council of Philosophical Research,
supported this proposal and stated that, though philosophy is taught at the school level in
many countries, it needs to be further strengthened as a critical reflection on the human
condition. He recalled that, for a proper understanding of the various dimensions of the
processes of globalization, teaching of philosophy in the secondary schools shall be extended
in an intensive manner all over the world. He pleaded that the UNESCO and FISP
could/should advise national authorities to make the teaching of philosophy an integral part
of school education. He emphasized that school level courses in philosophy could be so
designed that they also illuminate the vital relation between philosophy and other academic
disciplines.

The Assembly approved the proposal presented by the All India Philosophical
Association.

6.3. Support for the Russian Academy of Sciences.

President McBride informed the delegates of a new proposal submitted by the
Institute of Philosophy of the Russian Academy of Sciences which had not previously been
included in the agenda. The proposal, related to the Russian government’s planned reform of
the Russian Academy of Sciences, consisted of a request for support from the GA in defense
of the Russian Academy of Sciences.

Prof. Marietta Stepaniants, vice-President of FISP and member of the Institute of
Philosophy of the Russian Academy of Sciences provided details about the reform of the
Russian Academy of Sciences as planned by the Russian government. The Academy was
established in the 18" century by Peter the Great, inspired and advised by Gottfried Leibniz.
Since its establishment, and even under the communist regime, the Russian Academy of
Sciences has been an independent and autonomous institution. It has conducted its scientific
and research endeavors in all freedom. The reform bill proposed by the Russian authorities
risks depriving the Academy of this autonomy. This reform creates a new Federal body
consisting of bureaucrats, which is supposed to take all decisions — from research policies to
administrative matters. This reform would also allow the State to take into its possession the
material belongings of the Academy of Sciences: its buildings, equipment, laboratories, and
So on.

This project has encountered a lively protest reaction from the Academic milieu; the
younger generation has also protested by way of street demonstrations.

Among the main reasons for the disagreement of the Russian Academic milieu with
the reform proposed by the Government is the fact that the bill was prepared without
consultation with the Academy itself. The Academic authorities recognize the necessity of
reforms in the Russian Academy of Sciences, and especially the need for good management
of the sciences, but the proposed reform is not the way to achieve this aim. The
implementation of this project would result in a disaster for the Russian Academy of
Sciences, Prof. Stepaniants concluded. Therefore, she asked the GA to support the letter
prepared by the Russian Philosophical Society against the reform of the Russian Academy of
Sciences proposed by the Government.

President McBride read the letter, stressing the concerns of FISP regarding the
reconstruction of the Russian Academy of Sciences proposed to the State Duma of the
Russian Federation. It said the following:

“We, the representatives of the member philosophical societies of FISP express our
deep concern concerning the reform proposals for the Russian Academy of Sciences
proposed by the Russian government. The grounds for concern include in particular the lack
of consultation with the academic community and the risk that the proposed changes could
threaten the autonomy and independence of the Russian Academy of Sciences and various
research institutes.”

President McBride expressed also the willingness of FISP to see the necessary reforms
done in collaboration with the Russian Academy of Sciences and achieved to the satisfaction
of the Academy itself:



“We firmly believe that proposals for changing the status of scientific research in any
country must be analyzed and discussed in advance in collaboration with the scientific
community itself. Considerations of purely political, social, financial or administrative nature
ought not dictate the guidelines for the science policy of a whole country. This is especially
relevant in the case of the Russian Academy of the Sciences, which has such enormous
scientific prestige at the international level.”

Reacting to this proposal, Prof. Mislav Kukoc, a Steering Committee member,
announced that the protest of the Russian Academy of Sciences will be supported by the
Croatian Academy of Sciences. He suggested that support to the RAS might be provided by
National Academies of Sciences of the countries where FISP member societies are based. In
this respect, he indicated the possibility of signing the resolution by individual FISP member
societies as well as by the National Academies of Sciences of their countries.

The resolution in support of the Russian Academy of Sciences was endorsed
unanimously by the GA. The letters sent subsequently to Russian authorities are attached to
these minutes.

6.4. Resolution and petition for Stagira.

Another proposal, originally not included in the agenda, was submitted by the
former President of the Greek Philosophical Society, Prof. Demetra Sfendoni-Mentzou.

She first thanked President McBride and Secretary-general Scarantino for inviting her
to attend the General Assembly and giving her a chance to address the GA. She welcomed all
participants to the Congress and expressed her satisfaction that the WCP 2013 had become a
reality. As former President of the Greek philosophical society, she had strongly committed
herself to preparing the Athens candidacy and, as Vice-president of the HOC, to the
organization of the Congress.

Prof. Sfendoni-Mentzou then proceeded to the main object of her intervention:

An Interdisciplinary Centre for Aristotle Studies (DL.K.A.M.) was established by the
Senate of Aristotle University of Thessaloniki in 2011. The main purpose of this Center is “to
study and promote, on an international level, Aristotle’s work in a range of topics covering
the spectrum of all fields of philosophy and of all the fundamental disciplines.” The Center,
has the unique privilege to operate in the vicinity of Stagira, the birthplace of Aristotle, and
of Mieza, where Aristotle taught Alexander the Great. The ambition of its founders is to
make it a reference for Aristotle scholars worldwide and to organize important events at
Ancient Stagira. However, this World Monument is in danger because of intensive gold
mining in the Chalkidiki peninsula, an area close to Stagira. Concerns about this, widely
shared by many scholars, have led to a call for the preservation of the Stagira site. They
resulted in a petition, started by the Greek-Canadian Member of the Canadian Parliament
Jim Karigiannis, who recently visited Stagira within the framework of the “Cultural
Promenade in the footsteps of Aristotle and Alexander the Great”, an initiative organized by
the Interdisciplinary Centre for Aristotle Studies. Prof. Sfendoni-Mentzou urged the
delegates of the GA to join this petition (http://dikam.auth.gr/en/node/253) and to help
disseminate it worldwide.

She also proposed that the GA endorse a resolution for the conservation of Stagira as
an archaeological site.

Finally, Prof. Sfendoni-Mentzou announced that the Interdisciplinary Centre for
Aristotle Studies will organize a World Congress on Aristotle in the Spring of 2016. Entitled
“Aristotle 2400 Years”, the Congress will take place at Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. It
will be held under the auspices of the President of the Greek Republic. Prof. Sfendoni-
Mentzou asked for FISP’s support of the event and its collaboration with it. “It will be for us
a great honor, if we have your support for organizing a most significant World Congress
celebrating the 2 400 years from the birth of Aristotle!”, she added.

The GA endorsed the resolution for Stagira. The letters sent subsequently to Greek
authorities are attached to these minutes.



7. WCP 2018.

Moving to the next item of the Agenda, President McBride opened the floor for the
presentation of the bids for the WCP 2018.

1/ Rio de Janeiro. On behalf of the Brazilian Academy of Philosophy, Prof. Jean-Yves
Béziau, in charge of the external relations of the Academy, presented the candidacy of Rio de
Janeiro to host the WCP 2018. Extending this invitation, he stressed that no WCP had been
held in South America so far, and urged the GA to accept the candidacy of Rio for the
organisation of the next one. With the help of visual supports, Prof. Béziau showed the
delegates the great Universities of Rio de Janeiro and other cities of Brazil, as well as the
general attractions of Rio de Janeiro. He emphasized the quality of the philosophical life in
Brazil, underlining the diversity of philosophical research and the international relations
already existing with other parts of the world. In this respect, he placed special stress on the
dialogue with China, South Africa, and other South American countries, undertaken by
philosophical societies in Brazil. The collaboration with other philosophical communities in
Latin America, among which are Argentina, Colombia, and Chile, is one of the
distinguishing features of the philosophical activity in Brazil, noted Prof. Béziau. He also
summarized the main trends of philosophical scholarship in Brazil, stressing that holding a
WCP in Brazil would considerably encourage philosophical life at a national and regional
scale. He provided details about the funding agencies, Foundations and other sponsors
involved in the project and asked the GA to endorse the invitation of the Brazilian Academy
of Philosophy to host the WCP 2018 in Rio de Janeiro.

2/ Beijing. The presentation of the Chinese candidacy followed. First, Prof. Tu
Weiming thanked the Greek organizers, and in particular the Chairperson of the HOC, Prof.
Boudouris, for holding the WCP 2013. He affirmed his deep appreciation for its wonderful
organization. Then, Prof. Tu Weiming gave the floor to the Chair of the Department of
Philosophy at Peking University, Prof. Wang Bo. On behalf of Peking University and of the
Institute for Humanistic studies, in agreement with the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences,
Prof. Wang Bo officially extended to the GA an invitation to host the WCP 2018 in Beijing.
“Peking University will provide all support for holding the 24™ WCP”, he stressed.

The invitation was extended in Chinese, English and French languages along with a
brief presentation of main activities of the Department of Philosophy at Peking University.

Prof. Tu Weiming continued the presentation of Peking University’s invitation,
providing detailed information about the philosophical team and institutions involved in the
project, as well as about the sponsors willing to support the event.

He placed special emphasis in his presentation on the contemporary life of Chinese
people. It is characterized by a new vision of development embracing five parallel processes
— economic, political, social, cultural, and ecological. Recognizing that “scientific
development” in pursuit of the economic growth also involves ecological and cultural
conditions for human survival and flourishing, the intellectual and political elite in China are
now committed to a broader conception of development. Thus, fundamental philosophical
questions are now at the core of public discourse. The WCP will provide, inter alia, the
opportunities for philosophers to approach, from the philosophical perspective, the
ecological, cultural, social, political issues which engage Chinese society at present and
which have been raised at several international conferences. Prof. Tu Weiming noted that
China’s organizers intend to follow the trend of the WCP in broadening the dialogue among
the different civilizations and different cultural and religious traditions. “Our commitment is
not only to organize a World Congress that will meet the expectations that FISP requires in
2018, but to initiate a process of globalizing philosophy in anticipation of the 24" WCP here
and now”, he concluded.

President McBride then opened the floor for comments, questions and observations
on the two proposals. Several delegates and participants to the Assembly formulated specific
remarks about different aspects of the presentations, asking for clarification or explanation of
various points.



During the discussion, Prof. Carlin Romano from the United States raised a question
about the appropriateness of holding a World Congress of Philosophy in Beijing, given the
record of disrespect of human rights by the Chinese government. He recalled in this respect
the decision of UNESCO to withdraw its support for the World Philosophy Day in Tehran in
2011 for reasons that he regarded as similar. He wondered whether a choice in favor of
Beijing would not reproduce, on a wider scale, the same kind of problems. Prof. Romano
noted that he was not necessarily opposed to WCP going to Beijing, but he was opposed to
doing so without a discussion in Athens of the freedom-of-expression issues.

In reply to these remarks, Prof. Aavani noted the high quality of the philosophical life
in China and the openness of the discussions on all issues with distinguished scholars from
all over the world. Peking University, as well as other institutions involved in this project,
are of high standing, he observed, and urged the GA to approve China’s invitation.

Prof. Rendtorff expressed his appreciation of the excellent organizations of different
international conferences which he had attended in China. He shared the impressions of
Prof. Aavani for the openness of discussions and underlined the fruitfulness of the
philosophical exchange between East and West. “We had very good opportunities of
discussing different concepts of philosophy in East and West, different philosophical
conceptions, and we also touched on the issue of human rights”, he said, stressing his
conviction that it will be very interesting for the world philosophical community to have a
WCP in China.

Other delegates agreed with this opinion, noting the importance of the dialogue
between East and West and observing that a WCP in China will provide the possibility of the
enlargement of this dialogue among philosophers from all over the world.

A special point on the issue raised by Prof. Carlin Romano was made by CD member
Prof. Kukoc. He recalled that scholars who wanted to participate in the WPD in Teheran
were free to do it. “Some of us, including me, decided to go there not to give a support to the
political regime but in order to support the philosophers and intellectuals in Iran”, he said.
Noting the openness of the discussions on different issues at the conference, he remarked
that this event allowed the younger generation to come into contact with philosophers from
all over the world, which otherwise would not have been possible. In the same way, the
WCP held in China will provide opportunities to the young people to encounter
philosophers with different visions, Prof. Kukoc observed. The organization of the WCP in
China would support democracy, the intellectuals and philosophers in China, he added,
arguing in favor of its candidacy.

Taking the floor on the issue raised by Prof. Romano, the SG Prof. Luca Scarantino
called attention to the fact that the two events, the World Philosophy Day and the World
Philosophy Congress, cannot be compared as they differ substantially in nature. The WPD in
Teheran was the result of an agreement between two political entities, the Iranian
government and UNESCO, in such a way that there was by nature a political stake in it. Both
ends of the partnership were political bodies. The WCP is an academic event. It could be
supported by the authorities, and of course Chinese administration would likely be involved
in it, but it will remain an event organized by an independent scholarly body, Fisp, upon
invitation of the Chinese scholarly and academic institutions. Although WCPs may require
official support and involvement, they cannot be considered as the undertaking of official
and political bodies, as World Philosophy Days are. So, Prof. Scarantino concluded, no
matter what stance each individual may have taken during the Tehran WPD case, the World
Congress is a totally different case, and the two situations should not be confused.

Prof. Eugene Hargrove, a delegate of the International Society for Environmental
Ethics, considered that FISP should not boycott a country for political reasons as UNESCO
did in the case of WPD in Iran. The mission of FISP is to support the principles and
disciplines, especially philosophical ones, he observed.

Some delegates remarked that a WCP held in China could stimulate Chinese
intellectuals to develop new reflections on certain questions related to democracy, including
the problem of human rights. This will also be an opportunity for Western philosophers to



meet Chinese philosophers, to discuss China’s perspectives on different issues, and to
exchange their own views with them, noted a delegate from the USA.

Prof. Ouyang Kang from China expressed in a personal statement the main reasons
he thought should lead the Assembly to lean towards the Chinese invitation.

Supporting the candidacy of China, Prof. Ioanna Kuguradi, an Honorary President of
FISP, also drew attention to the necessity of keeping philosophy independent from politics.
She agreed that a World Congress is a fully different thing from a World Philosophy Day,
and insisted that a World Congress in China might represent a major occasion of exchange
and partnership with Chinese colleagues. She expressed also her warm welcome to the
Brazilian invitation and her hopes of seeing a WCP held in Brazil in the future.

Among the main arguments in support of the Brazilian candidacy was the
geographical one. Prof. Karsten Struhl said that he was of two minds concerning which
invitation to accept, but thought that Prof. Romano’s point was worth considering, as was
the idea of holding a first World Congress in South America, and specifically in Brazil. So he
supported the Brazilian candidacy with the argument that from a geographical point of
view, it would be logical to move from South Korea to Latin America.

Other delegates noted the dynamics and quality of the philosophical life in Brazil, as
well as the capacity of the country to organize big international meetings, observing that
Brazil will be an excellent place for holding the WCP. Representatives of other Brazilian
societies, in particular, as well as delegates from Venezuela and Argentina, expressed their
support of the Brazilian invitation, and insisted on the fact that a Congress in Rio would
involve all regional philosophical societies, and not only Brazilian scholars.

The President of FISP, Prof. McBride, expressed his support to Prof. Kuguradi’'s
suggestion and wished that a better prepared proposal for hosting the WCP in Brazil might
be submitted in the future.

At the end of discussion a vote on the two candidacies was taken.

Dealing with a procedural issue, the majority of delegates preferred an open vote to a
secret ballot. Accordingly, President McBride called for a vote by displaying the delegates’
ballots.

As a result of the vote, the invitation of the Brazilian Academy of Philosophy for
hosting the WCP 2018 in Rio de Janeiro obtained 21 votes. The invitation of Peking
University received 56 votes. Thus, the GA approved the invitation of Peking University for
holding the WCP 2018 in Beijing.

8. Election of the new President of FISP and of a new Steering Committee.

Prof. McBride announced that the election of the new CD and of a new President of
FISP was the next item of business.

Upon recommendation of the Steering Committee, he proposed as vote counters
three CD members who were not eligible for re-election: Prof. Maija Kile, Prof. Herta Nagl-
Docekal and Prof. Ilkka Niiniluoto. The GA approved the suggestion.

The vote was preceded by some explanations concerning the procedure, submitted by
the Secretary-general Prof. Luca Scarantino. He explained that there were 56 nominations for
a maximum number of 39 CD members, adding that there was no limitation in the number
of preferences that each voter could express. He recalled that, according to Fisp rules, only
candidates who would receive at least 15 preferences would be eligible for the CD, and that,
in case more than 39 candidates received at least 15 preferences, they would be elected
according to the descending number of preferences received.

Prof. Scarantino then presented the list of candidates that had been sent to all member
societies in advance and whose CV’s had previously been circulating. He invited the
delegates to vote by marking their choices in the previously distributed papers, respectively
for CD candidates and President.



President McBride stated that two nominations for President of FISP were submitted
to the vote of the GA: that of Prof. Bhuvan Chandel (India) and that of Prof. Dermot Moran
(Ireland).

No other remark being required, a secret vote was taken both for the CD and
President.

After the ballots for this had been collected, the counters returned with the result of
the Presidential election, which gave 56 votes (originally reported as 53, but later corrected)
for Prof. Dermot Moran and 37 for Prof. Bhuvan Chandel.

Prof. Dermot Moran was therefore proclaimed as the new President of FISP by the
outgoing President Prof. McBride.

Prof. McBride also stated that, as usual, the results of the vote for new CD would be
announced later, given the large number of votes to be counted. The results of the vote were
posted in the afternoon, then sent by e-mail to all Fisp members. They are attached to these
minutes.

10. Varia

Special thanks to FISP were expressed by Prof. Dismas Masolo from Kenya. He
recalled that, in 1991, FISP sponsored an interim international congress of philosophy in
Kenya. He thanked FISP for this and underlined the importance of such support, especially
for the societies with scarce resources. He noted the benefit of being a member of FISP and
the fruitfulness of cooperating with the Federation. He announced that the Kenyan
philosophical society would consider applying for membership after the Congress, and
thanked FISP for its support.

Prof. Souleymane Bachir Diagne drew attention to the denial of visas to the Nigerian
delegation. He noticed the necessity of defending not only the freedom of expression and
thought, but also the freedom of circulation. “As philosophers we should make clear that one
of the fundamental freedoms we should have in the human rights is the liberty of circulation
when we need to meet”, he stressed, urging all delegates to work for that. He thanked the
President and Secretary-general of Fisp for having tried their best to solve this problem
before the Congress, and for having brought it up again during the CD meeting that
preceded the Congress itself.

The meeting ended with a praise of the now-concluded President of FISP, Prof.
William McBride, expressed by Prof. William Sweet and Prof. Marietta Stepaniants.

Prof. Sweet addressed his thanks to the outgoing President Prof. McBride, as well as
to the SG, Prof. Scarantino, for their dynamic and efficient work during the past five years,
underlining also the dynamic and fruitful character of the meeting of the GA. “On behalf of
FISP, on my own behalf, and on behalf of my colleagues, I would like to express official
special thanks to Prof. McBride for his tireless activity in the last five years”, he stressed. “He
is a person with great knowledge, great abilities and competences, who worked devotedly
and tirelessly for FISP with extreme efficiency”, Prof. Sweet added.

“It was a great honor for me and my colleagues to work with Prof. McBride”, said
Prof. Stepaniants, expressing thanks on behalf of the CD to the outgoing President. In her
tribute, she underlined the proficiency of his scholarship, the efficiency of his work for FISP,
and his ability to deal with many problems and many philosophical societies at the same
time, stressing that all these qualities are indispensable in order to be a successful President
of the international organization such as FISP. “I wish the new President of FISP an equal
success” Prof. Stepaniants concluded.

There being no other matter to be discussed, the session was closed. President
McBride declared it adjourned at 2 p.m., promising to have the results of the Steering
Committee election posted as soon as possible later in the afternoon.

* * %
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PARTICIPANTS

I. DELEGATES

Societies

Deutsche Gesellschaft fir Philosophie
Kantgesellschaft

Asociacion Filosdéfica Argentina (AFRA)

Centro de Investigaciones Filosoficas (CIF)
Sociedad Argentina de Analisis Filosofico (SADAF)

Sociedad Argentina de Filosofia (Soarfil)

Australasian Association of Philosophy (AAP)

Osterreichische Gesellschaft fiir Philosophie (OeGP)

Association of Global and Civilizational Studies

Instituto Brasileiro de Filosofia

Academia Brasileira de Filosofia

Bulgarian Philosophical Association

Institute of Philosophy of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
Institute of Philosophy of the Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences
Chinese Association of Philosophy (CAP) in Taiwan, China
Korean Philosophical Association

Croatian Philosophical Society - Hrvatsko filozofsko drustvo
Sociedad Cubana de Investigaciones Filosoficas (SCIF)
Danish Philosophical Association — Dansk Filosofisk Selskab

Forum Philosophique de Copenhague -Filosofisk Forum

Kierkegaard Society
Sociedad Académica de Filosofia (SAF)
Alain Locke Society (ALS)

American Philosophical Association (APA)

Charles S. Peirce Society

George Santayana Society

Radical Philosophy Association (RPA)

Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy (SAAP)

Philosophical Society of Finland

Société Frangaise de Philosophie (SFP)

Fondation de Recherche et d’Edition Philosophique Néohellénique
Research Centre for Greek Philosophy of the Academy of Athens
Société Grecque de Philosophie - Greek Philosophical Society
Société Héllénique d’Etudes Philosophiques

Asociacion Guatemalteca de Filosofia (AGF)

All India Philosophical Association

Akhila Bharatiya Darshan Parishad

Votes Delegates
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Rolf Elberfeld, Stefan Gosepath
Werner Busch

César Lorenzano

Francisco Naishtat

Diana Pérez

(alt. : Eleonora Orlando)
Cristina Martha Simeone
Stephen Hetherington
Ludwig Nagl

Rahid Ulusel

Itala Maria Loffredo D’Ottaviano
Jean-Yves Béziau

Plamen Makariev

Sun Weiping (alt.: Shan Jigang)
He Xirong (alt.: Wei Haibo)
Cristal Huang

Samuel Lee, Heisook Kim (alt.:
Hyungchul Kim, Wonsup Jung)
Pavo Barisic

Thalia Fung Riverén

Jorgen Huggler

(alt. : Finn Collin)

Anders Bordum

(alt. : Sune Frglund)

Ojvind Larsen

Stella Villarmea

Leonard Harris

(alt.: Jacoby Carter)

Alexis Burgess

Claudine Tiercelin

Chris Piotr Skowronski
Karsten Struhl

Kenneth Stikkers

(alt.: Larry Hickman)

Risto Vilkko

Jean Ferrari

Apostolos Stavelas

Doukas Kapantais

Maria Adam

Maria Protopapas-Marneli
Supakwadee Amatayakul

RC SiInha

(alt.: Satyanarayan Abotti)



Inde

Inde
Inde

Iran
Irlande
Irlande
Italie
Italie
Italie
Japon

Lettonie
Mexique

Mexique
Nigéria
Pakistan
Pays-Bas
Philippines
Philippines
Russie

Russie

Sénégal
Slovaquie
Suisse
Thailande
Turquie
Ukraina
Venezuela
International
International

International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International
International

International

International
International

International

International
International

International
International

International

Centre for Studies in Civilizations

Indian Council of Philosophical Research
Indian Philosophical Congress

Iranian Philosophical Society (IPS)

Academy Committee for Philosophy and Ethics

Irish Philosophical Society - Cumann Fealsunachta na hEireann
Fondazione Centro Studi Filosofici di Gallarate

Istituto Italiano per gli Studi Filosofici (IISF)

Societa Filosofica Italiana

Japanese Federation of Philosophical Societies (JFPS)

Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the University of Latvia
Asociacion Filoséfica de México (AFM)

Sociedad Mexicana de Filosofia (SMF)

Nigerian Philosophical Association

Islamic Philosophical Association of Pakistan (IPA)

Société Générale Néerlandaise de Philosophie

Philippine Academy of Philosophical Research (PAPR)
Philosophical Association of the Philippines (PAP)

Institute of Philosophy of the Russian Academy of Sciences

Russian Philosophical Society

Société Sénégalaise de Philosophie

Slovak Philosophical Association - Slovenské Filozofické Zdruzenie
Société Suisse de Philosophie

Philosophy and Religion Society of Thailand (PARST)
Philosophical Society of Turkey - Tlrkiye Felsefe Kurumu
Ukrainian Philosophical Foundation

Sociedad Venezolana de Filosofia

Academie Internationale de Philosophie des Sciences (AIPS)
Afro-Asian Philosophy Association (AAPA)

Asociacion de Filosofia y Liberacion (AFYL)

Association des Sociétés de Philosophie
de Langue Francgaise (ASPLF)
Association Internationale des Professeurs de Philosophie (AIPPh)

Conference on Philosophical Societies (CoPS)
Conseil Interafricain de Philosophie

Council for Research in Values and Philosophy (RVP)
Gottfried-Wilhelm-Leibniz-Gesellschaft

Institut International de Philosophie

International Association for Greek Philosophy

International Association for the Study of Controversies (IASC)
International Association of Women Philosophers

International Plato Society (IPS)

International Society for Chinese Philosophy
International Society for Environmental Ethics

International Society for Islamic Philosophy

International Society for Metaphysics
International Society for Universal Dialogue (ISUD)

International Society for Value Inquiry (ISVI)
Karl Jaspers Society of North America (KJSNA)

North American Sartre Society
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Slam Shyam Kishor Singh
(alt.: Rajbala Sekhon)
Satya P. Gautam

Shubada Joshi

(alt.: SK Singh)
Gholamreza Aavani
Jeremy Watkins
Catherine Kavanagh
Enrico Berti

Wolfgang Kaltenbacher
Enrico Berti

Keiichi Noe, Takashi lida
(alt. Ken-ichi Sasaki)
Rihards Kulis

Mario Teodoro Ramirez, Gabriel
Vargas Lozano

E. Moutsopoulos

Joseph C.A. Agbakoba
loanna Kuguradi

Jos de Mul

Supakwadee Amatayakul
Jove Jim Aguas

A. Guseinov, V. Lektorsky
(alt.: R. Apresyan, V. Fedotova)
V. Stepin, A. Chumakov
(alt. : I. Liseev, A. Korolev)
Suleymane B. Diagne
Mariana Szapuova

Daniel Schulthess
Siraprapa Chavanayarn
Harun Tepe

Olga Gomilko

Corina Yoris

Matteo Negro

loanna Kuguradi

(alt. : Mogobe Ramose)
Lutz Alexander Keferstein
(alt. : Y. Angulo)

Daniel Schulthess

(alt. J. Ferrari)

Gabriele Osthoff-Miinnix
(alt. : Werner Busch)

Ruth Lucier

Suleymane B. Diagne

Hu Yeping

Wenchao Li

(alt. : Hans Poser)

Enrico Berti

Maria Adam

Giovanni Scarafile
Susanne Lettow (alt.: Stella
Villarmea, Ernst Waltraud)
Thomas Robinson

(alt.: Mauro Tulli)
Chung-ying Cheng
Eugene Hargrove

(alt.: Ricardo Rozzi)
Gholamreza Aavani

Yang Guorong (alt.: Yu Zhenhua)
Christopher Vassilopulos (alt.:
Panos Eliopoulos, Lilian Karali,
Jean Campbell)

Ruth Lucier

Helmut Wautischer

(alt.: Gregory J Walters)
Craig R. Vasey

(alt.: Kenneth Anderson)



International ~ North American Society for Social Philosophy (NASSP) 1 Gail Presbey

International ~ Tomonobu Imamichi Institute for Eco-Ethics 1 Noriko Hashimoto
(alt.: Bengt Kristensson Uggla)
International ~ World Union of Catholic Philosophical Societies 1 John Ozolins

(alt. : Cristal Huang)
Total no. of votes 97

II. BUREAU AND SECRETARIAT OF FISP

William L. MCBRIDE Président / President

Marietta STEPANYANTS Vice-président / Vice-President

Herta NAGL-DOCEKAL Vice-président / Vice-President

Betiil COTUKSOKEN Vice-président / Vice-President

Luca M. SCARANTINO Secrétaire général / Secretary-general
Peter KEMP Ancien Président / Past President

Emiliya IVANOVA Secrétaire adm. / Administrative Secretary

ITI. CD MEMBERS

Gholamreza AAVANI PHAM VAN DUC
Giinter ABEL Hans POSER

Joseph C.A. AGBAKOBA Riccardo P0Ozz0O
Tanella BONI Jacob Dahl RENDTORFF
Tomdés CALVO-MARTINEZ Ken-ichi SASAKI
Bhuvan CHANDEL David SCHRADER
Marcelo DASCAL Gerhard SEEL

Didier DELEULE Warayuth SRIWARAKUEL
Thalfa FUNG RIVERON William SWEET

Paulin J. HOUNTONDJI TU Weiming

Ivan KALTCHEV TRAN VAN DOAN
Mislav KUKOC Lourdes VELAZQUEZ
Maija KULE Stelios VIRVIDAKIS
Samuel LEE XIE Dikun

Dermot MORAN Basilio ROJO-RUIZ
Ilkka NIINILUOTO

IV. HONORARY PRESIDENTS
Evandro AGAZZI Président Honoraire / Hon. President, 1988-1993
Ioanna KUCURADI Président Honoraire / Hon. President, 1998-2003
V. MEMBERS OF THE HELLENIC ORGANISING COMMITTEE
Konstantinos BOUDOURIS Président / President
Myrto DRAGONA-MONACHOU Vice-présidente /Vice-President
Demetra SFENDONI-MENTZOU Vice-présidente /Vice-President
VI. OBSERVERS
Registered participants of the World Congress were allowed to attend the Assembly as

observers, as well as members of the Hellenic Organising Committee, organizing staff and
faculty members of the University of Athens.



FISP 2008-2013 : BILAN au 30 JUIN 2013
Avoir au 1.07.2008 Avoir au 30.06.2013
Caisse CHF - Caisse
Compte privé H CHF 7'732.01 Compte privé H
Compte d'épargne M1W CHF 14'917.67 Compte d'épargne M1W

Compte personnel G (EUR)

Titres (49 parts UBS(Lux) Titres (49 parts UBS(Lux)
Strategy Fund Yield(CHF)A ) CHF 52'557.00 (1) Strategy Fund Yield(CHF)A)
TOTAL AVOIR CHF 75'206.68 TOTAL AVOIR
Surplus Recettes 2008-2013 CHF 28'424.86
Gain en valeur des Titres 2008-2013 CHF 2'312.00
Gain net CHF 30'736.86

(1) Selon Beleg 96(2007/2008)Prix du Dépdt S6

CHF -—.—-
CHF 10'485.75
CHF 17'608.88
CHF 22'979.91
CHF 54'869.00(2)
CHF 105'943.54

(2)Selon Beleg 115(2012/2013)Prix du Dépdt S6



FISP

du 1.07.2008 au 30.06.2013

Recettes et dépenses annuelles moyennes

Recettes annuelles moyennes

a)Recettes et dépenses principales

Dépenses annuelles moyennes

-Contributions des sociétés CHF 20'836.63 -Frais de Secrétariat
-Fonds de compensation CHF 17360.86 -Indemnités de Voyages
CHF 227197.49
Surplus des recettes de (a) CHF 6’'338.56
b)Banking
-Intéréts et Remboursement des -Frais bancaires et impdts
impdts anticipés CHF 122.51 anticipés
-Dividende FISP général CHF 572.80
-Gain en valeur des Titres
(Attention, cette valeur peut
tres variable !) CHF 462 .42
CHF 1'157.73
Surplus des recettes de (b) : CHF 927.12
c)Autres
-Cotisation pour la CIPSH
-Frais de News-Letter
-Recettes diverses (remboursement -Dépenses diverses
de paiement erroné) CHF 90.00 & colt de paiements refusés)
CHF 90.00
Surplus des dépenses de (c) CHF -908.85
TOTAL Gain net CHF 6'356.83

(Paiement erroné

CHF 7'409.71
CHF 8'449.22
CHF 157858.93
CHF 230.61
CHF 230.061
CHF 554.76
CHF 331.60
CHF 112.49
CHF 998.85



FONDS CONGRES MONDIAUX(FISP) 2008-2013 : BILAN au 30 JUIN 2013

Avoir au 1.07.2008

Compte d'épargne J1J CHF 189.82

Titres (10 parts UBS(Lux)
Strategy Fund Yield(CHF)A ) CHF 107919.33 (1)

TOTAL AVOIR CHF 117109.15

Surplus Recettes 2008-2013 CHF 476.68
Gain en valeur des Titres 2008-2013 CHF 278.67
Gain net CHF 755.35

(1)Selon Beleg 97(2007/2008) Prix du Dépdt S1

Avoir au 30.06.2013

Compte d'épargne J1J

Titres ( 10 parts UBS(Lux)
Strategy Fund Yield(CHF)A)

TOTAL AVOIR

CHF 666.50

CHF 11’198.00 (2)

CHF 11'864.50

(2)Selon Beleg 116(2012/2013) Prix du Dépdt S1

The Fonds Congres Mondiaux has been created to pay for the Maimonides Lecture.

In addition FISP owns the endowment of the Ibn Rushd Lecture, deposited with Prof.loanna Kucuradi in Ankara, which in 2008 amounted to

14.399.03 US-Dollars, which was then equivalent to 14°687.- CHF .

Furthermore the Soeren Kierkegaard Lecture has been endowed by The Soeren Kierkegaard Research Center at the University of
Copenhagen. The Center pays the Lecturer at each World Congress of Philosophy.

The East-West Lecture has been endowed in January 2012 by the Korean Philosophical Association. The Korean Philosophical Association pays

the Lecturer at each World Congress of Philosophy.



Vérification des Comptes de la FISP 2008-2013

Rapport des contréleurs

Les soussignés Prof. émérite Eduard Marbach et Prof. émérite
Gerhard Seel de I"université de Berne ont contrdlé les comptes
annuels de la FISP et les rapports annuels du trésorier Prof. émérite
Guido Kiing s’y référant pendant la période 2008-2013. Nous n’avons
jamais trouvé d’irrégularités ou d’erreurs ni dans ces comptes ni
dans ces rapports. Nous avons également contrélé le rapport final
qui couvre la période 2008-20013 toute entiére et les comptes finals
pour cette période. Nous avons unanimement constaté que le
rapport était exact et que les comptes étaient en ordre et trés bien
tenus. Nous proposons donc a I’Assemblée Générale de la FISP de les
accepter et de donner la décharge au trésorier Prof. émérite Guido
Klng.

Krattigen, le 28. 07. 2013 Prof.Dr.Eduard Marbach

AL oom. s, Co/VREPEY

Neuchatel, le 28.07.2013 Prof.Dr.Gerhard Seel
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PRESIDENT: Dermot Moran, School of Philosophy, University College Dublin, Dublin 4, Ireland. Email:
dermot.moran@ucd.ie

SECRETAIRE GENERAL: Luca M. Scarantino, Istituto di Arti, Culture e Letterature Comparate, Universita
IULM, Via Carlo Bo I, 20143 Milano. Email: luca.scarantino@iulm.it
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(Istanbul), Marcelo Dascal (Tel Aviv), Didier Deleule (Paris), Sulaymane B. Diagne (New York), Enrique Dussel
(Mexico), Thalia Fung Riveron (La Havane), Noriko Hashimoto (Tokyo), Ivan Kaltchev (Sofia), Wolfgang
Kaltenbacher (Naples), Vassilis Karasmanis (Athens), Mislav Kuko¢ (Split), Ernest Lepore (New Brunswick),
Wenchao Li (Hannover), César Lorenzano (Buenos Aires), Pham Van Duc (Hanoi), Riccardo Pozzo (Rome),
Mogobe B. Ramose (Pretoria), Jacob Dahl Rendtorff (Roskilde), Suwanna Satha-Anand (Bangkok), David
Schrader (Newark), Gerhard Seel (Neuchitel), Marietta Stepaniants (Moscou), William Sweet (Fredericton),
Sigridur Thorgeirsdottir (Reykjavik), Tu Weiming (Beijing), Gabriel Vargas Lozano (Mexico), Stelios Virvidakis
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Dr. Panos Panagiotopoulos
Minister of Culture of the Hellenic Republic.

Athens.
Resolution from the XXIII World Congress of Philosophy in Athens
(4-10 August 2013)
regarding Stageira, the birthplace of Aristotle
19 August 2013.

Dear Dr Panos Panagiotopoulos,

We have the honor to inform you that the following resolution was approved by the General
Assembly of the International Federation of Philosophical Societies at its XXIII World Congress
in Athens, held on 9" August 2013.

“We, the members of the General Assembly of the World Philosophical Societies, having met
in Athens during the 23" World Congress of Philosophy, having taken into consideration the
assessments by eminent scientists and professors of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, as
well as by Panhellenic Scientific Institutions, Higher Educational Institutions, Municipal
Authorities, and other Organizations, as well as the local community, for the irreparable
destruction of the wider environment of Chalkidiki,

(1) express our deep concern about the seriously threatening damage of the natural
environment by the planned exploitation activity of the region’s natural mineral wealth, with all its
following effects,



(2) demand an absolute respect and a serious care for the site, as well as for the wider natural
environment, in which the spirit of Aristotle, the great Stageirite philosopher, was born and
developed.

Stageira is a monument that belongs to all humanity and should be treated as such.”

Yours sincerely,

/
M e~ MQM
Dermot Moran MA Phil PhD DLitt MRIA ucaVldria Scarantino

President, FISP Seéretary General, FISP



FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DES SOCIETES DE PHILOSOPHIE
www fisp.org

PRESIDENT: Dermot Moran, School of Philosophy, University College Dublin, Dublin 4, Ireland. Email:
dermot.moran@ucd.ie

SECRETAIRE GENERAL: Luca M. Scarantino, Istituto di Arti, Culture e Letterature Comparate, Universita
IULM, Via Carlo Bo I, 20143 Milano. Email: luca.scarantino@iulm.it
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(Mexico), vice-présidents; Luca M. Scarantino, secrétaire général; Guido Kiing, Trésorier; Willam McBride
(West Lafayette), ancien président.

Membres: Gholamreza Aavani (Tehran), Giinter Abel (Berlin), Joseph C.A. Agbakoba (Nsukka), Anat Biletzki
(New Haven), Tomas Calvo-Martinez (Madrid), Oswaldo Chateaubriand (Rio de Janeiro), Betil Cotuksdken
(Istanbul), Marcelo Dascal (Tel Aviv), Didier Deleule (Paris), Sulaymane B. Diagne (New York), Enrique Dussel
(Mexico), Thalia Fung Riveron (La Havane), Noriko Hashimoto (Tokyo), Ivan Kaltchev (Sofia), Wolfgang
Kaltenbacher (Naples), Vassilis Karasmanis (Athens), Mislav Kuko¢ (Split), Ernest Lepore (New Brunswick),
Wenchao Li (Hannover), César Lorenzano (Buenos Aires), Pham Van Duc (Hanoi), Riccardo Pozzo (Rome),
Mogobe B. Ramose (Pretoria), Jacob Dahl Rendtorff (Roskilde), Suwanna Satha-Anand (Bangkok), David
Schrader (Newark), Gerhard Seel (Neuchitel), Marietta Stepaniants (Moscou), William Sweet (Fredericton),
Sigridur Thorgeirsdottir (Reykjavik), Tu Weiming (Beijing), Gabriel Vargas Lozano (Mexico), Stelios Virvidakis
(Athénes), Xie Dikun (Pékin).

Présidents honoraires: Evandro Agazzi (Génes), loanna Kuguradi (Istanbul), Francisco Miré Quesada (Lima),
William L. McBride (West Lafayette).

Dr. Toannis Maniatis

Minister of Environment, Energy and Climate Change
of the Hellenic Republic.

Athens.

Resolution from the XXIII World Congress of Philosophy in Athens
(4-10 August 2013)
regarding Stageira, the birthplace of Aristotle

19 August 2013.
Dear Dr Maniatis,

We have the honor to inform you that the following resolution was approved by the General
Assembly of the International Federation of Philosophical Societies at its XXIII World Congress
in Athens, held on 9" August 2013.

“We, the members of the General Assembly of the World Philosophical Societies, having met
in Athens during the 23" World Congress of Philosophy, having taken into consideration the
assessments by eminent scientists and professors of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, as
well as by Panhellenic Scientific Institutions, Higher Educational Institutions, Municipal
Authorities, and other Organizations, as well as the local community, for the irreparable
destruction of the wider environment of Chalkidiki,



(1) express our deep concern about the seriously threatening damage of the natural
environment by the planned exploitation activity of the region’s natural mineral wealth, with all its
following effects,

(2) demand an absolute respect and a serious care for the site, as well as for the wider natural
environment, in which the spirit of Aristotle, the great Stageirite philosopher, was born and
developed.

Stageira is a monument that belongs to all humanity and should be treated as such.”

Yours sincerely,

/

Dermot Moran MA Phil PhD DLitt MRIA ucaNaria Scarantino
President, FISP Secretary General, FISP
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Wenchao Li (Hannover), César Lorenzano (Buenos Aires), Pham Van Duc (Hanoi), Riccardo Pozzo (Rome),
Mogobe B. Ramose (Pretoria), Jacob Dahl Rendtorff (Roskilde), Suwanna Satha-Anand (Bangkok), David
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(Athénes), Xie Dikun (Pékin).
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Professor
Konstantinos Arvanitopoulos
Minister of Education of the Hellenic Republic

Athens.
Resolution from the XXIII World Congress of Philosophy in Athens
(4-10 August 2013)
regarding Stageira, the birthplace of Aristotle
19 August 2013.

Dear Professor Arvanitopoulos,

We have the honor to inform you that the following resolution was approved by the General
Assembly of the International Federation of Philosophical Societies at its XXIII World Congress
in Athens, held on 9™ August 2013.

“We, the members of the General Assembly of the World Philosophical Societies, having met
in Athens during the 23" World Congress of Philosophy, having taken into consideration the
assessments by eminent scientists and professors of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, as
well as by Panhellenic Scientific Institutions, Higher Educational Institutions, Municipal
Authorities, and other Organizations, as well as the local community, for the irreparable
destruction of the wider environment of Chalkidiki,



(1) express our deep concern about the seriously threatening damage of the natural
environment by the planned exploitation activity of the region’s natural mineral wealth, with all its
following effects,

(2) demand an absolute respect and a serious care for the site, as well as for the wider natural
environment, in which the spirit of Aristotle, the great Stageirite philosopher, was born and
developed.

Stageira is a monument that belongs to all humanity and should be treated as such.”

Yours sincerely,

/

Dermot Moran MA Phil PhD DLitt MRIA ucaNaria Scarantino
President, FISP Secretary General, FISP
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Dear Prime Minister,

We have the honor to inform you that the following resolution was approved by the General
Assembly of the International Federation of Philosophical Societies at its XXIII World Congress
in Athens, held on 9™ August 2013.

“We, the members of the General Assembly of the World Philosophical Societies, having met
in Athens during the 23" World Congress of Philosophy, having taken into consideration the
assessments by eminent scientists and professors of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, as
well as by Panhellenic Scientific Institutions, Higher Educational Institutions, Municipal
Authorities, and other Organizations, as well as the local community, for the irreparable
destruction of the wider environment of Chalkidiki,



(1) express our deep concern about the seriously threatening damage of the natural
environment by the planned exploitation activity of the region’s natural mineral wealth, with all its
following effects,

(2) demand an absolute respect and a serious care for the site, as well as for the wider natural
environment, in which the spirit of Aristotle, the great Stageirite philosopher, was born and
developed.

Stageira is a monument that belongs to all humanity and should be treated as such.”

Yours sincerely,

/

Dermot Moran MA Phil PhD DLitt MRIA ucaNaria Scarantino
President, FISP Secretary General, FISP
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Dear President Papoulias,

We have the honor to inform you that the following resolution was approved by the General
Assembly of the International Federation of Philosophical Societies at its XXIII World Congress
in Athens, held on 9" August 2013.

“We, the members of the General Assembly of the World Philosophical Societies, having met
in Athens during the 23" World Congress of Philosophy, having taken into consideration the
assessments by eminent scientists and professors of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, as
well as by Panhellenic Scientific Institutions, Higher Educational Institutions, Municipal
Authorities, and other Organizations, as well as the local community, for the irreparable
destruction of the wider environment of Chalkidiki,



(1) express our deep concern about the seriously threatening damage of the natural
environment by the planned exploitation activity of the region’s natural mineral wealth, with all its
following effects,

(2) demand an absolute respect and a serious care for the site, as well as for the wider natural
environment, in which the spirit of Aristotle, the great Stageirite philosopher, was born and
developed.

Stageira is a monument that belongs to all humanity and should be treated as such.”

Yours sincerely,

/

Dermot Moran MA Phil PhD DLitt MRIA ucaNaria Scarantino
President, FISP Secretary General, FISP
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Statement from the XXIII World Congress of Philosophy in Athens (4-10 August 2013)
regarding the Proposed Reform of the Russian Academy of Sciences

15 August 2013.
Dear Professor Guseynov,

The representatives of the World Congress of Philosophy have been informed about the proposed
restructuring of the Russian Academy of Sciences suddenly put forward to the State Duma of the Russian
Federation on 28 June 2013, as well as of the serious opposition that this project meets within the scientific
community of Russia and of the Russian Academy of the Sciences in particular.

We, the representatives of the member philosophical societies of FISP express our deep concern
concerning the reform proposals for the Russian Academy of Sciences proposed by the Russian
government. The grounds for concern include in particular the lack of consultation with the academic
community and the risk that the proposed changes could threaten the autonomy and independence of the
Russian Academy of Sciences and various research institutes. Members of the Russian Academy recognize
the need for change, but are concerned that the legislation as proposed is not the right way to achieve it.

We firmly believe that proposals for changing the status of scientific research in any country must be
analyzed and discussed in advance in collaboration with the scientific community itself. Considerations of a
purely political, social, financial or administrative nature ought not dictate the guidelines for the science



policy of a whole country. This is especially relevant in the case of the Russian Academy of the Sciences,
which has such enormous scientific prestige at the international level.

We continue to watch carefully the negotiations over the proposed reform and note that some
changes have been introduced in the course of public discussion. We urge that the time remaining until the
final decision be used for wide and open consultation with all interested parties within Russia. We support
the proposal that the government and the Russian Academy should set up an expert committee of respected
representatives of scientific community and elaborate a plan of reform for all basic scientific research in
Russia. All this is required in order to give the Russian research community the best chance of promoting
research of excellent quality, of safeguarding its reputation and effectiveness, and of developing its role as a
valued international partner.

It has been normally expected that significant social changes are planned and designed in collaboration
with widely recognized experts in the social sciences and humanities. Unfortunately this was not the case of
the proposed reform. We really hope that the Russian Government will rethink its position on this delicate
and relevant mattet.

This resolution was passed at the General Assembly of the Fédération Internationale des Sociétés de
Philosophie at its XXIII World Congtess in Athens, held on 9 August 2013.

Yours sincerely,

Werid” Maon A

Dermot Moran MA Phil PhD DLitt MRIA €a Maria Scarantino
President, FISP Secretary General, FISP
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Statement from the XXIII World Congress of Philosophy in Athens (4-10 August 2013)
regarding the Proposed Reform of the Russian Academy of Sciences

15 August 2013.
Dear President Putin,

The representatives of the World Congress of Philosophy have been informed about the proposed
restructuring of the Russian Academy of Sciences suddenly put forward to the State Duma of the Russian
Federation on 28 June 2013, as well as of the serious opposition that this project meets within the scientific
community of Russia and of the Russian Academy of the Sciences in particular.

We, the representatives of the member philosophical societies of FISP express our deep concern
concerning the reform proposals for the Russian Academy of Sciences proposed by the Russian
government. The grounds for concern include in particular the lack of consultation with the academic
community and the risk that the proposed changes could threaten the autonomy and independence of the
Russian Academy of Sciences and various research institutes. Members of the Russian Academy recognize
the need for change, but are concerned that the legislation as proposed is not the right way to achieve it.

We firmly believe that proposals for changing the status of scientific research in any country must be
analyzed and discussed in advance in collaboration with the scientific community itself. Considerations of a
purely political, social, financial or administrative nature ought not dictate the guidelines for the science



policy of a whole country. This is especially relevant in the case of the Russian Academy of the Sciences,
which has such enormous scientific prestige at the international level.

We continue to watch carefully the negotiations over the proposed reform and note that some
changes have been introduced in the course of public discussion. We urge that the time remaining until the
final decision be used for wide and open consultation with all interested parties within Russia. We support
the proposal that the government and the Russian Academy should set up an expert committee of respected
representatives of scientific community and elaborate a plan of reform for all basic scientific research in
Russia. All this is required in order to give the Russian research community the best chance of promoting
research of excellent quality, of safeguarding its reputation and effectiveness, and of developing its role as a
valued international partner.

It has been normally expected that significant social changes are planned and designed in collaboration
with widely recognized experts in the social sciences and humanities. Unfortunately this was not the case of
the proposed reform. We really hope that the Russian Government will rethink its position on this delicate
and relevant mattet.

This resolution was passed at the General Assembly of the Fédération Internationale des Sociétés de
Philosophie at its XXIII World Congtess in Athens, held on 9 August 2013.

Yours sincerely,

Werid” Maon A

Dermot Moran MA Phil PhD DLitt MRIA €a Maria Scarantino
President, FISP Secretary General, FISP
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Statement from the XXIII World Congress of Philosophy in Athens (4-10 August 2013)
regarding the Proposed Reform of the Russian Academy of Sciences

15 August 2013.
Dear President Sergey Narishkin,

The representatives of the World Congress of Philosophy have been informed about the proposed
restructuring of the Russian Academy of Sciences suddenly put forward to the State Duma of the Russian
Federation on 28 June 2013, as well as of the serious opposition that this project meets within the scientific
community of Russia and of the Russian Academy of the Sciences in particular.

We, the representatives of the member philosophical societies of FISP express our deep concern
concerning the reform proposals for the Russian Academy of Sciences proposed by the Russian
government. The grounds for concern include in particular the lack of consultation with the academic
community and the risk that the proposed changes could threaten the autonomy and independence of the
Russian Academy of Sciences and various research institutes. Members of the Russian Academy recognize
the need for change, but are concerned that the legislation as proposed is not the right way to achieve it.

We firmly believe that proposals for changing the status of scientific research in any country must be
analyzed and discussed in advance in collaboration with the scientific community itself. Considerations of a



purely political, social, financial or administrative nature ought not dictate the guidelines for the science
policy of a whole country. This is especially relevant in the case of the Russian Academy of the Sciences,
which has such enormous scientific prestige at the international level.

We continue to watch carefully the negotiations over the proposed reform and note that some
changes have been introduced in the course of public discussion. We urge that the time remaining until the
final decision be used for wide and open consultation with all interested parties within Russia. We support
the proposal that the government and the Russian Academy should set up an expert committee of respected
representatives of scientific community and elaborate a plan of reform for all basic scientific research in
Russia. All this is required in order to give the Russian research community the best chance of promoting
research of excellent quality, of safeguarding its reputation and effectiveness, and of developing its role as a
valued international partner.

It has been normally expected that significant social changes are planned and designed in collaboration
with widely recognized experts in the social sciences and humanities. Unfortunately this was not the case of
the proposed reform. We really hope that the Russian Government will rethink its position on this delicate
and relevant mattet.

This resolution was passed at the General Assembly of the Fédération Internationale des Sociétés de
Philosophie at its XXIII World Congtess in Athens, held on 9 August 2013.

Yours sincerely,

Wepnig” Maon i

Dermot Moran MA Phil PhD DLitt MRIA Ca-Maria Scarantino
President, FISP Secretary General, FISP
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President
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14, Leninski Prospect

119991 Moscow
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Statement from the XXIII World Congress of Philosophy in Athens (4-10 August 2013)
regarding the Proposed Reform of the Russian Academy of Sciences

15 August 2013.
Dear Professor Vladimir Fortov,

The representatives of the World Congress of Philosophy have been informed about the proposed
restructuring of the Russian Academy of Sciences suddenly put forward to the State Duma of the Russian
Federation on 28 June 2013, as well as of the serious opposition that this project meets within the scientific
community of Russia and of the Russian Academy of the Sciences in particular.

We, the representatives of the member philosophical societies of FISP express our deep concern
concerning the reform proposals for the Russian Academy of Sciences proposed by the Russian
government. The grounds for concern include in particular the lack of consultation with the academic
community and the risk that the proposed changes could threaten the autonomy and independence of the
Russian Academy of Sciences and various research institutes. Members of the Russian Academy recognize
the need for change, but are concerned that the legislation as proposed is not the right way to achieve it.

We firmly believe that proposals for changing the status of scientific research in any country must be
analyzed and discussed in advance in collaboration with the scientific community itself. Considerations of a
purely political, social, financial or administrative nature ought not dictate the guidelines for the science



policy of a whole country. This is especially relevant in the case of the Russian Academy of the Sciences,
which has such enormous scientific prestige at the international level.

We continue to watch carefully the negotiations over the proposed reform and note that some
changes have been introduced in the course of public discussion. We urge that the time remaining until the
final decision be used for wide and open consultation with all interested parties within Russia. We support
the proposal that the government and the Russian Academy should set up an expert committee of respected
representatives of scientific community and elaborate a plan of reform for all basic scientific research in
Russia. All this is required in order to give the Russian research community the best chance of promoting
research of excellent quality, of safeguarding its reputation and effectiveness, and of developing its role as a
valued international partner.

It has been normally expected that significant social changes are planned and designed in collaboration
with widely recognized experts in the social sciences and humanities. Unfortunately this was not the case of
the proposed reform. We really hope that the Russian Government will rethink its position on this delicate
and relevant mattet.

This resolution was passed at the General Assembly of the Fédération Internationale des Sociétés de
Philosophie at its XXIII World Congtess in Athens, held on 9 August 2013.

Yours sincerely,

Werid” Maon A

Dermot Moran MA Phil PhD DLitt MRIA €a Maria Scarantino
President, FISP Secretary General, FISP




