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1. Opening of the meeting  
The meeting was opened by the President of FISP, Prof. MCBRIDE. He thanked the CD 

members for their attendance, as well as the HOC, and especially its Chair Prof. BOUDOURIS, 
for providing such good arrangements for holding the CD meeting in Athens.  

 

Then he presented the agenda, prepared by the Secretary General, Prof. Luca Maria 
SCARANTINO, which was approved unanimously. 

   
2. Proxies 

The Secretary-General announced that one proxy had been given to him by Prof. 
Basilio ROJO-RUIZ.         

 
3. Approval of the minutes of the 2012 CD meeting (Porto-Novo, Benin) 

The Minutes of the CD meeting held in Porto-Novo, Benin, on Oct., 18, 2012, were 
approved.  

 
4. President’s Report 

President McBride presented his report. 
 

Report of the President  
 

The time since our last meeting in Bénin has been relatively short – 9 ½ months. 
This period has witnessed, of course, the most intense preparations for the World 
Congress, in which I and the other two non-Greek members of the Executive 
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Committee of the Congress, namely, Dermot Moran, the Chair, and Luca Scarantino, 
were at times heavily involved, even though the greatest amount of activity took 
place within the ambit of the Congress Secretariat in Athens. There were, as in fact 
there always are in the case of such a large gathering, moments of anxiety and of 
disappointment – much of the latter being due to illnesses and other disruptions to 
the plans of some individuals who were expecting to come here – but in the final 
analysis I think it can be said that the programme, when it was finally in a condition 
to be published, turned out to be gratifying in its diversity and in the sheer number 
of individuals who expressed a commitment to participate. There were many factors 
contributing to this, including the willingness of all of you to assist in the evaluation 
of submissions and the chairing of sessions here; but I would like to give special 
thanks, in this regard, to Dermot for organizing and shepherding, so to speak, so 
many excellent Invited Sessions, as well as for Luca’s work with regard to society 
sessions. (I already gave similar thanks in my report in Bénin, but it is more than 
worth repeating.) Special thanks are in order, as well, to the other cd members who 
served on the Programme Committee, and to all who came to our special meeting in 
Athens at the beginning of the last calendar year. 

First, some events since our October meeting. World Philosophy Day in 
November was observed in various ways by various of our Member Societies, some 
of which sent us reports of these activities. On the other hand, its celebration in Paris, 
which I did not attend, was apparently much more subdued than it used to be a few 
years ago, at least in part for reasons having to do with the current state of UNESCO, 
to which I shall return in a few minutes. In March I was invited by our colleague, Tu 
Weiming, to come to China for a week to give a couple of lectures in Beijing and 
Shanghai but also, above all, to discuss with faculty members at Peking University 
his plan to propose Beijing as the site of the next World Congress. In April I was in 
the Moscow suburb of Zelenograd, along with former Fisp President Ioanna 
Kuçuradi, Vice-President Marietta Stepanyants, and other very distinguished 
Russian colleagues, to attend an interdisciplinary conference on “Development of 
Social Capital and Humanization of Education as Prerequisite To Life Quality 
Enhancement,” in which we philosophers played a major role. In May Fisp was ably 
represented at the International Philosophy Olympiad in Odense, Denmark, by Luca 
Scarantino, Gerhard Seel, and Peter Kemp. The principal organizer, Karin-Ann 
Madsen, overcame considerable financial difficulties to pay host to the largest such 
Olympiad ever, which had as its theme the memory of Søren Kierkegaard on the 
occasion of the 200th anniversary of his birth. It seems that interest in the IPO has 
been spreading to more and more countries every year. (Next year, it will take place 
in Vilnius, Lithuania, on May 15-18, and it will be dedicated to the memory of 
Emmanuel Levinas.) 

In late June I used the opportunity of a trip to a non-Fisp-related conference in 
Paris to visit UNESCO headquarters, where I met for the first time with Deputy 
Director General Pilar Álvarez-Laso; she invited three other members of her “team” – 
John Crowley, whom I had met on several prior occasions, Julius Banda, the Section 
Chief of the Social and Human Sciences Sector, and Philippe Quéau, who is the 
Director of the Division of Ethics and Global Change – to join us. Later on the same 
day I met with the United States Ambassador to UNESCO, David T. Killion, and two 
of his staff members at their offices in another part of the city. I think that the result 
of my meeting with the Deputy Director General and her staff will be positive; at 
least, they seemed interested in my proposal that we remain in more regular contact 
henceforth. They took extensive notes and seemed quite willing to communicate 
some of my news and concerns to the Director General, Irina Bokova. On the other 
hand, the overall state of UNESCO is really quite parlous, even worse than I had 
realized previously, as my meeting with the Ambassador and his associates brought 
out quite starkly. Much of this terrible situation is traceable to a law passed many 
years ago by the United States Congress and signed by the President, according to 
which the United States government is mandated to withhold all funding from the 
United Nations and/or any UN organization, such as UNESCO, if it should grant 
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membership to the Palestinian authority. A sizable majority of the UNESCO 
ambassadors voted to do just this approximately two years ago, and the result was a 
reduction of just under 25% of UNESCO’s budget. The Executive Branch of the United 
States government, instead of withdrawing from UNESCO as happened some years 
ago, decided this time to observe the law, which is apparently quite clear and 
unequivocal, by stopping the payment of dues while still hoping to be able to get it 
resumed through new legislation. This puts the United States in the position of some 
of our own member societies which have failed to pay dues for several years and 
which, as a consequence, will be denied a vote in the General Assembly – but with, if 
one compares the size of UNESCO with that of Fisp, far more dire consequences for 
both the member society called the United States and the umbrella organization 
called UNESCO. The denial of U.S. voting rights in the latter will begin in late fall, and 
there is virtually no hope of a change of heart in the United States Congress between 
now and then. So, UNESCO is operating with a greatly reduced staff and very little 
money to sponsor activities. Ironically, the Deputy Director General mentioned to 
me, when I first met her, that the last major event in philosophy sponsored and 
largely funded by them was the celebration of the African diaspora two years ago; it 
took place at my own university, Purdue, under the leadership of my colleague, 
Leonard Harris. Incidentally, Fisp was also featured as a co-sponsor of that event, 
although of course we did not supply funding. Meanwhile, the UNESCO ambassadors 
have voted to seek additional funds by renting out vacant spaces in the buildings. 
One of the consequences of this is that the UNESCO administration has informed the 
eleven non-governmental organizations that have offices there and that up to now 
have occupied them rent-free that they will soon be asked either to pay rent or to 
leave. One of those organizations is CIPSH, the International Council for Philosophy 
and the Human Sciences, to which Fisp belongs and pays dues, and which, through 
the kindness of Luca Scarantino, who is the Deputy Secretary General of CIPSH as 
well as our own Secretary General, has lent us some space and above all a central 
address that I have been happy to use, in place of the President’s own address as had 
been our past practice, during the tenure of my Presidency. Now, the amount of 
money that would be asked, and that presumably will be asked once certain 
technical issues – for example, concerning the payment of taxes to the French 
government now that UNESCO will be engaging in a for-profit activity – have been 
resolved over the next months or year, far exceeds what CIPSH can pay, even if it 
downsizes its space. CIPSH has functioned as a semi-autonomous agency connected 
with UNESCO since its inception, but its future is now even more in doubt, perhaps, 
than that of UNESCO itself.      

 I will be giving a report to the General Assembly six days hence, and in it I 
will attempt to offer some generalizations about the state of Fisp five years after my 
election as President, without entering into the kinds of details with which I have 
been concerned in this report. But since this will be my last address to you, the 
members of the Steering Committee, I want to express my gratitude to all of you for 
your support over that time, and especially to Luca Scarantino and Emiliya Ivanova 
for all the assistance that they have given me quite apart from the work of preparing 
for the World Congress. Additionally, I want very much to thank those cd  members 
who have made some of our committees as active as they have become; the fruits of a 
couple of them, of course, will also be visible in special sessions here at the World 
Congress. Many, though not all, of you are candidates for re-election and will 
undoubtedly be re-elected in most of those cases, and so I shall expect to see this 
group both at the cd meeting next Saturday and at future meetings; but there are still 
quite a few whose terms are ending, and who will be greatly missed in the future. 
Once again, to all of you, my most heartfelt thanks! 
 
The report of the President was accepted without discussion. 
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5. Secretary-General’s report. 
The meeting continued with the report of the Secretary General, Prof. Luca 

SCARANTINO.  
 

Report of the Secretary-General  
 

Dear friends, here we are. After years of hard work, worries, concerns, and despite the 
most dramatic social, political and economic crisis of the last decades, we are in Athens, about to 
inaugurate the 23rd World Congress of Philosophy thanks to the efforts of our Greek colleagues. 
I would like to express them our gratitude, and, more fundamentally perhaps, I would like to 
congratulate them for this historical achievement. We have the chance to have here with us, as 
members of the Executive Committee of the Congress, two persons who have represented the 
beginning and the end of this process. Prof. Boudouris, of course, who as chair of the Hellenic 
Organizing Committee has been the soul, the mind, and the arm of the preparation process. We 
have worked with him for five years, in a smooth and sometimes less smooth way, overcoming 
common problems and mutual disagreements, running into fights from time to time, but always 
looking at the common goal of having a Congress that would be up to the philosophical tradition 
of the country that is hosting us. I have not hidden my concerns and criticisms during the last 
years – I would like to say now that it was worth the effort, and that Professor Boudouris 
deserves our admiration: you have put together a wonderful team, you have overcome all sort of 
logistic troubles, and each time that a more serious problem has come up, you have finally 
stepped in to find a solution. Thank you.  

I would also like to express our gratitude to Professor Dragona-Monachou, who as CD 
member has played a pivotal role in setting up the candidacy of Athens, something that the 
Greek philosophical community should be grateful to her forever. She has substantially helped us 
in building that mutual trust with our Greek colleagues that was needed, at the initial stage of the 
process, in order to reach an effective modus operandi. I can witness that, had she not been next 
to us since the very beginning, we would probably not be here today. The countless messages we 
exchanged in the last years, sometimes in English, more often in Greek, would probably illustrate 
her role more than any words. I will keep them for myself, dear Myrto – no worry! But I want 
you to know how much we admire your devotion to your country, one that, let me add, has 
brought magnificent fruits.  

We should not forget the colleagues that, here in Greece, have also contributed in 
different ways to the success of this Congress. The Presidents of the Greek Philosophical 
Society, first of all, who have held this position in the last five years: Prof. Sfendoni-Mentzou, 
who presented the candidacy of Athens five years ago, in Seoul, then elaborated and signed the 
Memorandum of Agreement on behalf of the Greek Philosophical Society, Prof. Vassilis 
Karasmanis, and Prof. Yannis Pottakis, the current President. I apologize for forgetting other 
people whose work have probably been more precious than we perceived. I would like, though, 
to mention a few persons who played a central role in the whole process that led us here. First, 
the secretariat of the Congress, led by Mrs Stella, Eva, and Maya, whose efficiency will soon 
become a legend… My perception is that nothing would have happened without their capacity of 
dealing with the hundreds of  questions, queries, and problems that have been raised on a daily 
basis in the last months. With them, the AFEA team, whose cooperation has been very 
appreciated within Fisp Steering Committee: Mrs. Sissy Lignou, Martha Kornarou, and Marialena 
Hatziioannou -- and again, forgive me if I miss some name. Finally, I would like to point out the 
role played by our colleague Stelios Virvidakis, who has been in the delicate position of being at 
the same time in the Greek organization and in the CD. He accepted to be a CD member five 
years ago, knowing that he would have to play this role, and I would like to thank him for the 
tact, delicacy, and helpfulness that he has displayed all along.  

The rest of my report will be terribly short. I will have to present a substantial one next 
Friday, at our General Assembly, so let me simply go through some items that we shall discuss at 
the Assembly before moving to the last details concerning the Congress and our Assembly.   

First of all, as I will elaborate on Friday, Fisp membership has changed in the last five 
years. The number of our societies has increased – not dramatically, but noticeably – and, above 
all, its geographical scope has been considerably broadened. New societies based in Asia, in Latin 
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America, in Africa have joined Fisp. Members in sub-saharian Africa have tripled. National 
societies from Thailand, Mongolia, Senegal, the Philippines, Guatemala, Austria, Pakistan, Iran, 
and hopefully today Portugal and Denmark, have joined Fisp. A major regional society such as 
the Australasian Philosophical Association has joined Fisp, raising, by the way, the serious 
problem of how could a World Congress be hosted by a country that follows the austral 
academic calendar. Membership has been requested by an important society such as the 
International Association for Asthetics, and by other international associations, whose names I 
will not recall again now. In this way, Fisp has proceeded on its way of a global multilateral body 
where philosophers from all over the world can interact, exchange experiences and programmes, 
and co-operate in a way that is not always possible through our academic institutions and 
programmes.  

This increasing scope, that has started many years ago already (I suspect that we should 
first credit Prof. Agazzi for it, then his successor Ioanna Kuçuradi, then the more recent Boards), 
is also visible in the two bids that have been submitted for the next Congress. I was surprised to 
receive a proposal to host the WCP 2018 in Rio de Janeiro, just a few days ago. I see in it, 
though, the desire of part of the Brazilian philosophical community to strengthen its presence in 
Fisp: a first effect of their bid, not a minor one, is that our sole Brazilian member, the Brazilian 
Institute of Philosophy, is resuming its membership, while a new member, the Brazilian Academy 
of Philosophy, has submitted an application to become a member. We will deal with them in a 
bit, along with other societies whose membership might be discontinuated. I hope that other 
Brazilian societies will be encouraged to follow. As for the bid for Beijing, I will leave our 
Colleague Prof. Tu Weiming illustrate it.  

Altogether, we have 56 nominations for the new CD – 27 from the current CD and 29 
new nominations. The list of societies that have appointed a delegate, which I have sent you a 
few days ago, shows a considerable increase of participation from our constituency. Some 
societies have cordially declined the invitation to appoint a delegate, but other ones (I think, for 
instance, of the Swedish Philosophical Society) let us know their wish to reconsider the silent 
mode of membership they have practiced in the last years.  

In this context of widening of the scope of our Federation, that is reflected it in the 
programme of the Congress, we still have to overcome a series of difficulties. I am particularly 
offended by the refusal, by the EU authorities, to give a visa to the delegation of Nigerian 
scholars that eventually had to cancel their trip to the Congress. We have witnessed the efforts 
deployed over several weeks by the Greek secretariat, as well by colleagues in Lagos, in Abuja, 
and by Paulin Hountondji in Benin, to solve this problem. President McBride has written to the 
highest Greek authorities, and once a solution was found, we had to face the refusal of the 
French and Greek officers to cooperate to this effect. There is certainly something deeply wrong 
with EU immigration policy, a self-inflicting segregation so to say, but in the immediate I share 
Prof. McBride’s suggestion to voice our protest to the Greek authorities. Prof. Agbakoba will be 
able to provide all sorts of details on this lamentable issue.  

Time to stop, I believe. I take my capacity of progressively reducing the length of my 
reports as another positive effect of Fisp interaction.   

 
The report of the SG provoked some comments.  
 

The first comments were related to the problem, mentioned in the report, of the 
refusal of visas to the Nigerian delegation and the lack of cooperation on the matter 
by the Greek and French authorities. 

 

Responding to these comments, Prof. BOUDOURIS noted that HOC had consulted 
the Greek authorities on the subject and the explanations they had were that there 
was a technical problem which caused the visa difficulties of the Nigerian delegates.      

 

Prof. DRAGONA-MONACHOU, Vice-president of the HOC, welcomed everybody 
to the WCP 2013 and expressed her thanks to FISP for its support of the Greek 
candidacy. She stressed that this support, as well as the whole work of FISP in 
collaboration with the HOC for the organisation of the Congress, represents a great 
respect for Ancient Greek philosophy. She shared with the CD members her personal 
happiness at working with FISP and being able to contribute to the preparation of the 
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WCP, 2013. Special thanks she addressed to the President of FISP, Prof. MCBRIDE, to 
the SG, Prof. SCARANTINO, and to the Chairperson of the Programme Committee, 
Prof. MORAN. She stressed that their help in this preparation was constant and very 
important. She also thanked all CD members for their coming to Greece and their 
participation in the Congress, noting that the HOC had done everything possible, 
despite the difficult economical situation in Greece, to make it a remarkable 
philosophical event.  

 
At the end of a short discussion, the report of the SG was accepted.  

 
6. Treasurer’s Report  

The report of the Treasurer, included initially in the Agenda, was postponed for 
the meeting of the GA due to the absence of Prof. SEEL, the Treasurer’s representative. 

 
7. Last minute information and decisions concerning the WCP  

Following the agenda, President MCBRIDE gave the floor to the President of the 
HOC, Prof. BOUDOURIS, in order to acquaint CD members with the last minute 
information related to the Congress’ organisation. Prof. BOUDOURIS expressed, firstly, 
his deepest thanks to the President of FISP, to its SG, to the Chair of the Programme 
Committee, to the Past President of FISP, Prof. KEMP, and to all other members of the 
CD for their collaboration with the HOC and their help in the preparation of the WCP 
2013. Prof. Boudouris also thanked all members of the HOC who took an active part in 
the Congress’ organisation and expressed his belief that the WCP 2013 would be a 
memorable event. 

 

Then he answered some questions related to the last minute information 
concerning the Congress’ organisation – location of the special sessions, facilities 
provided for CD members and invited speakers, opening and closing ceremonies, and 
other logistic data. Information on other practical matters was equally provided by CD 
and HOC member Prof. VIRVIDAKIS, who also welcomed all CD members to Athens 
and thanked Prof. Boudouris and his colleagues for their hard and efficient work 
during the preparation of the WCP.   

 

At the end of discussion, Prof. MCBRIDE thanked Profs BOUDOURIS and 
DRAGONA-MONACHOU for having attended the CD meeting and for their long-lasting 
co-operation with FISP.  

 
8. Discontinuations and membership applications  

The Secretary-general SCARANTINO presented to the CD members the list of 
societies that had not paid their annual dues for several years and whose membership 
was therefore subject to discontinuation. This list included 8 (eight) societies; it had 
been prepared by the Treasurer, Prof. KUENG, and sent to the SG in due time before 
the CD meeting. Prof. SCARANTINO had tried to contact every member society of FISP 
to ascertain their intentions. In this correspondence some of the listed societies had 
expressed their will to continue their membership, others had asked for a delay in 
order to discuss the status of their membership within the constituency of their own 
society. Only two of them did not provide any feedback to the SG: the Center for 
Inquiry (USA) and the World Phenomenology Institute. 

 

As a consequence of this correspondence, the SG suggested to limit the 
discontinuation of membership to these two societies only. President MCBRIDE 
endorsed supported this suggestion with more arguments. 

 

The CD decided to propose to the General Assembly the discontinuation of 
the memberships of two societies only, namely the Center for Inquiry and the 
World Phenomenology Institute. 
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The discussion continued then with the new membership applications. The 
Secretary-general presented to the CD the four requests for membership received since the 
last CD meeting: 
 

1/ Brazilian Academy of philosophy  
2/ Société sénégalaise de philosophie (SO.SE.PHI.)  
3/ Søren Kierkegaard Selskabet (Denmark)   
4/ Sociedade Portuguesa de Filosofia (Portugal).  
 

He briefly outlined the profile of each of the candidate societies: their status, 
philosophical activities, number of members and annual meetings, history of their work 
and future projects. Identifying some of them as typical philosophical societies, the 
applications of which normally do not raise any objections, he argued in favor of 
acceptance of them as members of FISP. President MCBRIDE, supported this suggestion, 
recalling the different types of membership allowed by FISP by-laws. Prof. KEMP 
acquainted the CD with more details about the structure and activities of the Søren 
Kierkegaard Selskabet. 
 

A short discussion had to do with the application of the Brazilian Academy of 
Philosophy. Some CD members wondered to what extent this candidacy met FISP’s rules of 
membership; others supported it with the argument that philosophical life in Brazil at the 
current time is undergoing a very important development and that the acceptance of a 
new Brazilian member will encourage this process, encouraging perhaps further 
application for membership. Quite detailed information in this respect was provided by 
Prof. DASCAL who eventually argued in favor of its membership. The President of FISP, 
Prof. MCBRIDE and the SG, Prof. SCARANTINO, gave other arguments in this direction. In 
particular, the SG argued that the admission of the BAP might be seen as a first step to 
overcome the scarce presence of Brazilian members into FISP, and hopefully expect that it 
will be followed by other adhesions.  

 

The discussion resulted in acceptance of the Brazilian Academy of Philosophy, 
of the Société Sénégalaise de Philosophie (SO.SE.PHI.), of the Søren Kierkegaard 
Selskabet (Denmark) and of the Sociedade Portuguesa de Filosofia as members of 
FISP.  

 

It was recalled that, according to FISP customary practice, societies admitted at 
the CD meeting preceding the General Assembly are entitled to appoint a voting 
delegate to the Assembly.  
 

9. Bureau’s recommendations about the upcoming General Assembly 
9.1. IAGP nomination to the CD 

The meeting continued with the Bureau’s recommendations about the FISP GA. The 
first point related to the nomination of Prof. KARASMANIS as a CD member, proposed by 
the International Association of Greek Philosophy. The Secretary-general recalled that this 
nomination was received two days after the deadline of June 30th. Given the statutory right 
of Greece, as organizing country of the World Congress, to have two CD members for the 
period 2013-2018, and provided that no other nomination from Greece had been 
presented, the SG had consulted the Bureau about this case and, following its 
recommendation, included it in the list of candidacies pending the agreement of the CD. 
He now asked the CD to decide whether Prof. Karasmanis’ nomination should be kept or 
discarded.  
 

The discussion on the subject in the CD was centered on the fact that this formal 
mistake had a fair justification in the overwhelming charge of work of the IAGP President, 
Prof. BOUDOURIS, who was at the peak of the preparation of the World Congress. The 
particular commitment of the Greek philosophical community to hosting the World 
Congress should be considered as a fair reason to accept this nomination. Some CD 
members insisted in addition that FISP’s rules stipulate the possibility of two CD 
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representatives from the country hosting the Congress, so the strict application of the rules 
in this respect would also lead to the acceptance of this nomination.  

 
As a result of discussion there was unanimous agreement to keep the name of   

Prof. Karasmanis on the list of nominees to be proposed to the GA. 
 

9.2. Voting rules  
The Secretary-general explained that, concerning the election of the new CD 

members, there was a general agreement in the Bureau to not restrict the number of 
preferences that each delegate could express in his or her voting ballot. President MCBRIDE 
concurred, stressing that there had been no such restriction during the past General 
Assemblies and that a sudden change of rules might raise objections among the delegates.  

 

Some CD members (KUKOC et al.) argued in favor of a limitation of votes, given that 
the number of CD members itself is limited. However, it was pointed out that in practice it 
would be very difficult to introduce such restriction, because of the combination of a large 
number of voting delegates and a considerable number of elected CD members (up to 39 
according to the Constitution). Besides, some CD member argued, it would be unfair to 
void a ballot because it carried, say, 40 or 41 preferences instead of 39: here, a strict 
application of a limitation rule might become prejudicial to the possibility of a fair vote. In 
the specific context of FISP Assembly, a vote without limitations in the number of 
preferences appears as the best guarantee to a free expression of the delegates’ will.  

 

Prof. AGAZZI explained that in previous years there had been a certain risk of bloc 
voting: that is when the CD decided to set a minimum number of votes to be elected. But 
this problem had long since ceased to exist, so that there was no reason to limit the 
number of preferences, he noted, and proposed to follow the open voting procedure that 
had been implemented in the recent Assemblies.   

The discussion resulted in a general agreement to not restrict the number of 
preferences permitted to every delegate of the GA. 

9.3. Choice of three counters  
The Secretary-general recalled that, according to FISP customary practice, three 

counters chosen from non re-eligible CD members should be appointed by the Assembly to 
count the votes for President and CD election. It is customary that CD proposes such names 
to the Assembly.  

 

Having taken into account the names of the available and non re-eligible CD 
members, the CD decided to propose to the Assembly the names of Herta Nagl-
Docekal, Maija Kūle and Ilkka Niiniluoto for counters. 
 

10. Relations with CIPSH. 
The Secretary-general presented briefly the current situation of CIPSH, commenting 

especially on its relations with UNESCO. He described it as very complex and on a not very 
optimistic tone. He recalled in this respect the current policy of UNESCO of neglecting the 
human sciences, which, combined with the financial problems of the organization, leads to 
this complicated situation. He suggested discussing this subject further at the next CD 
meeting. Nevertheless, he was happy to answer to remarks, observations and questions. 

 

In answer to the question what were the plans of CIPSH for the future in this 
situation, Prof. SCARANTINO reminded that CIPSH is a very large and multi-disciplinary 
body which includes many international associations from different fields of the 
humanities. This scope gives it a global influence. But in order to keep it efficient in the 
new circumstances, when CIPSH is deprived of financial support by UNESCO, CIPSH’s 
officers are trying to gain support from different academic partners. The SG expressed his 
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belief that this kind of support, if successful, might make it more dynamic and would help 
CIPSH maintain its active role in the humanities on the international scene.   

 
11. Bids for the World Congress 2018. 

Moving to the next point of the agenda, the Secretary-general announced that the 
Bureau has received two invitations for the WCP 2018. The first invitation is from Peking 
University of the People’s Republic of China, to host the Congress in Beijing; the second 
one from the Brazilian Academy of Philosophy, to host the Congress in Rio de Janeiro.  

 

While the Chinese invitation had been announced several months before the opening 
of the Congress, the invitation of the Brazilian Academy of Philosophy was addressed to 
him and President MCBRIDE just some days before the meeting. Having sought the advice 
of the Bureau on both proposal, Prof. SCARANTINO recommended that both bids be 
presented to the General Assembly by the representatives of the inviting institutions.  

 

Some discussion followed about the main features of each proposal. Most CD 
members agreed that either proposal seemed able to providing excellent conditions for the 
WCP and insisted that a decision should take into account not only the different 
philosophical traditions, but also the practical aspects of the organization.    

 
The CD approved the decision to submit to the GA the two invitations for hosting the 
WCP, 2018, and to have the representatives of the inviting institutions present them to 
the Assembly.   
 

12. Next CD meeting. 
The Secretary-general announced that he had received some expression of interest 

about the possibility of inviting the next CD meetings, but that new proposals coming from 
new CD members can be expected too.   

 

President MCBRIDE recalled in this respect that there was a still pending invitation 
for a CD meeting at Maltepe University in Istanbul, Turkey.  

 

Prof. TU mentioned the possibility of hosting the CD meeting in Beijing, China. 
 

It was agreed that decisions about next CD meetings should be made by the new CD.  
 

13. Varia. 
Prof. Poser, who had decided not to be a candidate for a new term as a CD member, 

expressed his gratitude to FISP and the CD. “It has been a wonderful time to work with you 
during these years”, he said. “I have learned a lot of things from this work. Thanks very 
much to all of you”.  

There being no other matter of discussion, the meeting adjourned at 19:45. 

*   *   * 


